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TGSF TransGender San Francisco Is a group for all members of the Transgendered Community. Transgender Is used as an umbrella term that Includes 
female and male cross dressers, transvestites , drag queens or kings, female or male Impersonators, lntersexed individuals, 

pre-operative, post-operative and non-operative transsexuals, masculine females, feminine males, all persons whose perceived gender or anatomical sex 
may be Incongruent with their gender expression, and all persons exhibiting gender characteristics and Identities which are perceived to be androgynous. 



TGSF (TransGender San Francisco, a Califomla non-profit 
corporatJon), Is a non-sexual, membership based organization seiv
ing the educational, social, and recreational needs of gender"9ifted 
people, their spouses, significant others, family members, friends, 
and professionals In the helping services. For details about TGSF 
programs, membership, artide submission guidelines and dasslfied 
ads, please write to TGSF Secretary, PO Box 426486, 
San Francisco, CA 94142-6486. 

ExCom 2001 - 2002 Officers 
(Fiscal Year: Moy 1 · April 30) 

President ........................ ............. Aiyana Eveningstar 
Vice President ...... , ............................. Rachael Janelle 
Interim Secretary ............. , ...................... Nicole Cook 
Treasurer ................................. Stephanie Ann Blythe 
Education ............ ...................................... Ally Grillo 
Outreach ....................................... .. Kalani Makanani 
Social .......... . ..... ... .. .... .. ...... ........ Tianna Maria De Vil 

Membership Report 
Current Membership as of: 

December 10, 2001 ................ 200 

Due to recent euents, current Membership data is being 
recovered, and w//1 be updated as soon as possible. 

TGSF (rransGender San Francisco) Is a CA non·profit corporation. 
Donations to TGSF ore TAX DEDUCTIBLE on both Federal and 
Ca/i/omfo Income tax returns. Talk to your tax advisor for details. 

The Channel, the TGSF Newsletter, is published monthly. 
Submissions should arrive at TGSF by the 15th day of the month 
preceding publication. Contents reflect the opinions of the contribu
tors ond are not necessarily those of TGSF. Other organizations may 
reprint or reproduce uncopyrighted portions of the newsletter for 
their members, provided TGSF is acknowledged as the source of the 
material. Copyrighted materials may be reproduced only with written 
permission from TGSF. 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor .... .. ...... .. ........................................... Ayme Michelle KMtz 
Advertising ........................................... Inquiries to TGSF Excom 
ContrlbuUng Photographers, this Issue: ..... .... .... Telzey Adams and 

Ad Rates 
Per Issue 

Business Card $ 25 
(3·1/2 X 2) 
4x5 $ 60 
Full Poge $100 

Six Months 
$125 

$300 
$500 

Rochoel Jonelle 

Per Year 
$ 250 

$ 600 
$1000 

Personal ads from TGSF members: $10 for up to 40 words per issue. 
We will not accept ads with a sexual objective. Ad deadlines are the 
15th of every month. Send ad copy and check or money order to 
TGSF. Advertising Dept., PO Box 426486, San Francisco, CA 94142-
6486. P lease support our advertisers, and te ll them you sow 
their ad In The Channell 
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FROM THE EDITOR ... 

Actually. I don't have a lot I want to say 
this month, as we begin our journey into 
the 21st Century with a little more self
assurance. All that squabble about whether 

it was the "real" Millennium at 12:00am 
on '00or '01 doesn't mean squat any longer. 

We're definitely here! 

I've decided to give myself a reprieve and 
forego any lengthy or introspective dialogue. As I go to press for 
this issue, I'm still in Xmas mode and am about to split town . to 
spend the holiday with my 93-year old Grandmother. So without 
further ado, I am going to reprint the following article. 

I hope you all had a wonderful HoUday and may I wish you 
and yours all success, joy and happiness in the coming New Year. 

Ayme 

SALVATION ARMY FEARS 

LGBT PROTEST 

Christmas Time ls When Salvation Anny 
Takes In Lots of $$$ ... 
(It's About the Money After All) 

By MARK O'KEEFE 
c.2001 Newhouse News Service 

December 5, 2001 

Gay rights activists are stuffing fake $3 and $5 bills into the 
Salvation Army's red kettles this holiday season, protesting its de
nial of health benefits to gay partners of its employees. 

The protests have been scattered so far. But officials at the 
Salvation Army - which takes in more donations than any other 
charity in the country - worry that they will mushroom after the 
holidays, making the organization, like the Boy Scouts of America. 
a symbol in the divisive battle over gay rights. 

"Just wait, it's going to come," said Salvation Army Commis
sioner Joe Noland, commander of the eastern territory and one of 
five members of the Army's national policymaking team. 

Gay rights groups have hinted that a broad-based, national 
campaign may be unleashed when the timing is right. They have 
been reluctant to go on the offensive while bombs drop in Af
ghanistan and amid public desire for domestic unity ln the after· 
math of Sept. 11. 

But "when all of this subsides, and it will, this issue with the 
Salvation Army will still be there and there will be a reaction," said 
David Smith, a spokesman for the Washington-based Human Rights 
Campaign, a leading gay rights group. "The same thing will hap
pen to them that happened to the Boy Scouts." 

The Boy Scouts ban gays, and in communities across the coun
try. pressure has been put on the United Way, a major source of 
scout funding , to withhold money. 

Continue d o n Page 3 

ARE You A VETERAN? 

Are you aware that there is a gender discussion group 
every Monday afternoon at the Ft. Miley Veteran's Center in 
San Francisco? The group is open to all TS, TV. and TG's 
who are qualified veterans. If you are interested and wish fur· 
ther information, contact Lorraine Hall at: 

aol.com or call 510 



SALVATION ARMY ... 

Continued from Page 2 

The current hullabaloo arises from the Salvation Army's deci
sion -'-- and later reversal of that decision - to permit its 13-state 
western territory to offer benefits to "legally domiciled adults ," a 
broad term that could include gay partners of employees. At a 
time when the Bush administration is pushing government fund
ing for faith-based groups , it illustrates the predicament some face 
in accepting money with stipulations that run contrary to religious 
beliefs . 

"What can seem like a relatively insignificant decision - even 
a well- intentioned one - can five, 10 or 15 years down the line 
be one of historical significance. And this decision has that kind of 
importance," said retired Salvation Army national commander 
Robert Watson, referring to the insurance benefit. 

"Is this homophobic? Some people might call it that. Those 
who judge us might use some of those terms. 

"But if we change who we are to accommodate our culture or 
the pressures of those who would try to reshape us, we aren't who 
we say we are ." 

The Salvation Army, begun in London in 1865, says it is an 
evangelical Christian organization that serves the needy without 
discrimination. 

But it also maintains that sex outside marriage is sinful. And 
in 1998, the Army gave up $3 .5 million from San Francisco rather 
than comply with a 1996 requirement that organizations doing 
business with the city provide the same benefits to same-sex do
mestic partners as to married couples . 

Earlier this year, the charity turned to the White House for 
help . As reported by The Washington Post , the Bush administra
tion agreed to issue a federa l regulation preventing enforcement 
of ordinances such as San Francisco 's. In exchange, the Salvation 
Army would help in passing the president's faith-based initiative, 
an effort to widen federal support for social programs run by reli
gious organizations. 

Stung by allegations of political deal-making and facing elimi
nation of public funding in other western cities, leaders from the 
Salvation Army's western territory suggested a compromise: Of
fer employees the option of purchasing health care benefits for a 
"legally domiciled" member of the household, whether that per
son is a parent, a nephew or, in the few cities where such relation
ships are acknowledged, a gay domestic partner. 

A scholarly paper written by Philip Needham, chief secretary 
for the western territory, proved persuasive. 

Wendell Debele M.S. (T.C.M.) Dipl. L.Ac. 
[aka Aiyanna Eveningstar) 

Five Pillar 
Oriental Medicine 

2071 10th Ave. SF CA 
Acupuncture rr Tui Na* Herbs 

Diet * Qigong 

{415) 753-6475 

Message for 
Appointment: 

{415) 661-3712 
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"Just as we would not argue that our compassionate assis
tance to a gay couple in need of ·our services does not constitute 
support of their lifestyle , so I can _hardly see how providing access 
to health benefits to an existing employee's domestic partner con
stitutes an endorsement of their relationship," Needham wrote . 

In late October, the Salvation Army's national policymaking 
team, the Commissioners Conference, decided to give each re
gional territory autonomy in making benefits decisions. 

The western territory announced it would extend benefits to 
legally domiciled adults . San Francisco officials applauded. 

But there was outrage on another front : Psychologist and evan
gelical radio kingpin James Dobson, whose "Focus on the Family" 
is broadcast by more than 3,000 stations every weekday, urged 
listeners to protest the decision , "because it will lead to similar 
decisions and compromises" at other Christian institutions. 

In an interview, Focus on the Family spokesman Paul Hetrick 
cited Harvard University and the YMCA as two organizations that 
began with a Christian mission but gradually lost their religious 
identity. He said the Salvation Army's insurance decision could 
put it on the same road. 

The Army was flooded with complaints - from donors and 
from members of the Salvation Army denomination, which is kept 
financially separate from the charity. Watson , the former national 
commander and author of "The Most Effective Organization in 
the U.S.," was among the influential critics ._ 

"Let's swallow hard," Noland, the eastern territory commander, 
recalled telling his fellow commissioners. "Let's take a deep breath 
and make this thing right." 

In mid-November, the decision was rescinded . "We deeply 
regret the perception that the Commissioners Conference surren
dered any biblical principles in making the original decision ," the 
charity said in a statement. 

While that satisfied the Army's evangelical constituency, oth
ers were outraged . 

"They are violating their own anti-discrimination language in 
their own mission statement and they're doing it absolutely in re
sponse to pressure from conservative religious groups," said Roey 
Thorpe, executive director of Basic Rights Oregon, based in Port
land . 

Thorpe has encouraged stuffing red kettles with the fake bills, 
printed off the Internet. One bill says, "When the Salvation Army 
ends its policy of religious bigotry and discrimination against gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered people then, and only then, 
will this be a real dollar bill ." 

The Internet home page of the Washington-based Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbian and Gays also promotes the pro
tests, which it says began with its Genesee County chapter near 
Flint , Mich. 

Meanwhile , the American Family Association of Michigan has 
promised that for every fake bill found in a kettle, it will donate an 
equal amount to the Genesee County Salvation Army, up to 
$1,000. "We've been averaging two, three or four fake bills per 
night ," said Major Ralph Bukiewicz, the Salvation Army's Genesee 
County commander. 

Colonel Tom Jones, a national spokesman for the Salvation 
Army, said fake bills also have turned up in Detroit, Chicago and 
Milwaukee . The impact has been insignificant considering that the 
Salvation Army collected $1.4 billion in donations last year. 

"There is something happening out there ," Jones said of the 
scattered protests, "but it appears to be limited. 

"At least at this point ." 



December, 2001 

TGSF ExCoM MEETING MINUTES 

The monthly meeting of TGSF's Executive Com
mittee was held in San Francisco at the home of the 
President ·Aiyana Eveningstar, on Thursday, De
cember 6, 2001 at 7 :00 p .m. In attendance were 
President Aiyana Eveningstar, Vice President 
Rachael Janelle, acting Secretary Nicole Cook, T rea
surer Stephanie Ann Blythe, Education Chair Ally 
Grillo and Outreach Chair Kalani Makanani. Social 
Co-Chair Tianna De Vil was absent . 

Debbie· Cook was a guest. 

The meeting was called to order at 7 :50pm. 

Minutes: 
The minutes were inadvertently sent to print before the ExCom 

could read them, so the minutes were not approved at this time . 

There was , however, an amendment to last month's minutes 
by the Education Chair Ally Grillo . The amendment states, "The 
Education Chair wishes to state that there has been no cutback of 
seminars, despite contrary indications contained within the 
President's report at the November 8 th ExCom meeting ." 

President's Report 
Aiyana has been working with the Franchise Tax Board re

garding the missing tax filing . She has submitted a letter to them 
and is currently waiting for a reply. 

Aiyana has found a paper in Janis' box of Secretary stuff that 
needs to be sent in to the county tax board that confirms we are a 
non-profit organization. That has been taken care of. 

Flnding new insurance coverage is another matter.Aiyana has 
been working on. She mentions that we could save anywhere from 
$500-$800 . She is waiting for final proposals now. 

Vice President's Report 
Rachael mentioned that we needed to order a sash still for the 

Cotillion . Nicole has confirmed that we will order that as soon as 
we can . 

The Cotillion page on the website also needs some revisions 
to include the pre-show, out-of-towner event and post- Cotillion 
brunch information. Also a mention of where to send money for 
tickets was a request to be added as well. 

Rachael handed out the latest Projected Income sheet, ex
pense sheet as well as the ticket sales so far. We are sti ll on budget. 
To date, we have brought in about $3,000 in ticket sales. We have 
about $500 in ads sold for the program as well. The awards have 
come back as well as the crown and were given to Aiyana to hold. 

Ally was asked if she could woman the table inside the Design 
Center to answer questions regarding the club, handing out pam
phlets , etc . It would be nice to have the table open before the 
show and during intermission . She happily volunteered . 

The next Cotillion meeting is Monday, December 17th at 
7 :00pm. 

Momma Reinhardt, one of the judges of the Cotillion, asked if 
TGSF would be interested in running an ad at her event in Febru
ary. It is the 36th Annual Motorcycle Awards Event held in San 
Francisco. The cheapest ad would be a $50 half page. The ExCom 
agreed it would be a good idea to participate as long as we have 
the funds in January. 
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Acting Secretary's Report 
We have a current membership of 189. We still don't have 

addresses for 12 members . We have had so far 13 new members 
sign up using the online service and this is a good sign. A couple of 
members have paid via PayPal, which Debbie has sent Stephanie 
Ann a message about so it could be recorded in the treasurer's 
journal. 

Nicole has spoken to the people at the Car LLC program in 
which we donated 2 of our cars and she is not very happy with the 
results . Evidently, the cars didn't sell for hardly anything. Nicole 
sent a message back to them to let them know of our disappoint
ment for selling a running car for less than $100. This worked 
great for Jaime Fenton 's car, but just not for ours. Some money 
will come, but as a result of the low amount, Nicole has stated that 
she will pay membership dues outside of that. Nicole requested a 
check in the amount of $150 . 00 instead of the $198. 41 that was 
spent out of pocket on the awards . Rachael suggests that the full 
amount be reimbursed to Nicole and that the membership be given 
to her for this year for her help with the Secretary position. Aiyana 
mentions this is ok with her as well. 

Two sets of address labels as well as return labels will be printed 
this time and sent to Aiyana since January will be a busy time for 
many of us . 

Treasurer's Report 
The bank account is currently at $914.24 once all of the bills 

have been paid and the Cotillion payment goes out. Stephanie 
Ann will email a list of those members who have paid to Nicole so 
she can match it up to the membership database . 

Education Committee Report 
Again, the next educational seminar will be on January 12th 

af 2pm at the Women's Center. It will be a -seminar on plastic 
surgery with Dr. Brink. He would like to presents slides however, 
we need an overhead projector or device he can hook to his com
puter. Aiyana says she will check with Uchen to see if we can use 
his. 

Ally mentioned her disappointment of what happened during 
the last ExCom meeting with the vote to supposedly cut back on 
education activities . She was very upset that this had taken place 
since she was not at the last meeting . Ally wondered if it is a bud
get problem or a problem getting the personnel to staff such events . 
Aiyana mentioned it is a staffing thing. With not all of the chairs 
being filled on the ExCom, everyone is being pushed to the limit . 
Ally mentions that not a lot of people are needed to put on the 
seminars and that Stephanie Ann has been co-managing the events 
with her. Nicole mentions that the vote was for a minimum num
ber of events . The issue was set globally. It basically is a message 
to the members that if we cannot get volunteers to help, the amount 
of events are likely to decrease. That doesn't necessarily have to 
be followed. The number of events the education position would 
like to hold can be as many as can be handled. Aiyana supports 
Nicole's statement. As a result of this discussion, an amendment 
to the minutes has been posted above under the Minutes section 
of the newsletter. 

Social Report 
The January socials will be surrounding the Cotillion - the 

Cotillion Pre-show at Divas on January 24th at 8pm, the out-of
towner event at Asia SF on January 25th at 7pm and the Post
Cotillion party at The Blue Muse on January 27th from 1 0am to 
1pm. 

Continued on Page 5 



fHE VICE PRESIDENT REPORT 

AND FINAL .COMMENTS 
By Rachael Janelle 

• The Holiday Inn Hotel on Van Ness Ave will be the host 
hotel will have a hospitality suite all day Saturday. 

• Friday night event will be at ASIA SF at 7:00 and other 
activities for the evening - January 25 . 2002 7:00pm 

• Saturday January 26, 2002 door open at 6 :00pm and 
show starts at 7 :30pm 

• January 27, 2002 Sunday 10:00am to 2:00pm post
celebration brunch at The Blue Muse on 409 Gough Street 
in San Francisco - individuals can order off the menu (no 
set price.) 

My Final Comments: 
Why my final comments? My job as TGSF vice President is to 

coordinate the Cotillion and the pride parade events. My job is 
almost complete; all that is left to do is to put on the show January 
26, 2002. I write the article for the channel a month in advance, 
becau3e the deodline is the lStl, uf l11t: month for the next month. 
So my next report for February would be January 15, 2002, which 
is only 11 days before the cotillion. I will not have much to report. 

Why not a report after the cotiWon? Will I hope you were 
there to see the show and to enjoy the evening? The theme of the 
cotillion this year is "An Evening with Friends" and that is really 
what the whole event is about. To enjoy an evening with new and 
old friends. Yes I hope we can make extra money to donate to 
some excellent groups and to even pay for the cost of the event. 

This year I have made some changes to the show, but all the 
change I made was for positive reasons or to make the event prof
itable, not to just make changes. I have had a great ti~e making 
new friends and working with them and growing my relationships 
with old friends. And I still have seven weeks to go. A week ago 
one of the contestants called and left a message telling me hOVv 
excited she and her wife (which is her helper back stage) were 
about being in the cotillion . That made me realize that all the work 
and energy that I have done was worth it. I'd like thank everyone 
that has been involved. Thank you so much. 

PAULA-JO HUSACK. MA. LMFT, CGP 
LIC. #MFC27864 

Counseling. Psychotherapy & Consulting 
Ind ividuals. Couples. Families. Groups 

1838 El Camino Real. Suite 203 
Burlingame. CA 94010 

(650) 343-4554 

Trans cending Transgender 
Sponsored by 

City of Refuge UCC Outreach Ministries 

A support group facilitated by Janetta Johnson and Portia 
Denard; Where: City of Refuge, United Church of Christ, 
1025 Howard Street, San Francisco CA 94103, (415) 
861-6130 . When: Every Friday, 6 pm to 7:30 pm. Food 
and snacks will be provided. 
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Meeting Minutes ... 

Continued from Page 4 

Outreach Committee Report 
Kalani has recently done an outreach seminar with Nicole 

Mossinger at DeAnza College. There were about 130-140 stu
dents they spoke to. 

Rachael asked about the person who asked for a speaker for 
the California Endowment Foundation focus group. Kalani will try 
to get Tianna to speak at that one and if not, she will come dOVvn 
and speak for them 

There is another speaking engagement coming up in the next 
semester at Solano Community College. 

Announcements 
The Cotillion planning meeting will be held at 7 :00pm De

cember 17 th at Aiyana's home. 

Old Business 
Ally was asked if she would like to write an amendment to last 

month's minutes that informs the members of what her plans will 
be for the upcoming Education sessions. 

New Bus iness 
None 

Adjournment 
The next ExCom meeting will be held on Thursday. January 

~ mat the home of President Aiyana Eveningstar 
...... San Francisco. Aiya.na made a motion to dose 
the meeting and seconded by Rachael the meeting was adjourned. 

Tax preparation- Businesses and Individuals. 
- IRS Representation. 

- Offer in Compromise. 

IRS Experie nce 

Call Natasha at 

415-377-3024 
for your personal appointment. 

23a"l.ba7.a J. c/f-ndt:1,1.on 

Ph.D., L.C.S.W. 

Clinical Sexologist 

Certified Sex Therapist 

1537 Franklin St .. Suite 104 
Son Francisco, CA 94109 

Ph (415) 776-0139 
Fax (415) 441-0936 



~~~~'Ip~ 
a~~~ 

TrcuuGeftder San F ranchco 
(formerly ETVC) 

Monday I January 7 I 7:00pm 

TGSF ConLLJoN PLANNING MEETING 

at Aiyana's house. in San Francisco. 

Monday/ January 14 / 7:00pm 

TGSF COTILLJON PLANNING MEETING 

at Aiyana's house, in San Francisco. 

Friday, January 18, 2002 - 7:30pm 

Ms. BoB PRESENTS SuDE TALK ON 

TRANSGENDER HISTORY 

Ms. Bob Davis will present a slide talk on rarely seen images 
of historic cross-<lressers at A Different Ugh! Bookstore in San 
Francisco. See separate ad elsewhere in this issue for more details. 

Thursday / January 24th
/ 8:00pm 

DIVA 's NIGHT OuTI 

Start your Cotillion Weekend with TGSF at Diva's Polk and 
Pine, San Fran~ achael for details: 408- or 
Aiyana at 415---

Frlday / January 25th / 7:00pm 

TGSF END OF MONTH EVENT 

Another Evening at Asia SF! 
Your Cotillion Experience continues at the fabulous Asia SF, 

located at 201 Ninth Street @ Howard, and ~ number is 
415-255-ASIA. Call Rachael for details: 408---or Aiyana 
at415 

Saturday I January 26th / 7:30pm 

TGSF COTILLJON 20021 
An Evening With Friends 

Don't forget to get your makeover from Carla at the Holiday 
Inn Golden Gateway Hotel, where ~ hospitality suite all 
.. achael for details: 408--or Aiyana at 41S-

Sunday / January 271h 

TGSF POST-COTILLION BRUNCH. 

At the Holiday Inn Gold~y Hotel, San Francisco. 
Call Rachael for details: 408--or Aiyana at 415--New Members Since December Issue! 

Sherilyn Connelly 

Katrina Bugher 

Michelle Connell 

Rachael Collins 

Mai Ku'uipo 

Terry Ryan 

Megan Regiani 

Nikki Lynxx 

Chrys Salt 

Anne Mortenson 

Karen Clark 

Scott Carr 

Glenn Marzillo 
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1/00 Glenn Marzlllo 

1/ 03 Emilee Madison 

1/08 Billy Jean Kanios 

1/ 11 Andee Werthman 

1/14 Mai Ku 'uipo 

1/ 15 Miki O'Donnell 

1/15 Georgina Castleberry 

1/ 16 Rachael Dettmer 

1/18 Millicent 

1/23 Pam Lew 

Many Happy Returns of the Day! 
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o/&~- 2002 
OTHER BAY AREA GROUPS 
Pacific Center for Human Growth 
(PacCtr) 
A coun~hng onented grow,h c.enler sponsors all-inclusive gen
der wppon groupson ew,y Fnclavat 8:00pm, 2712 Telegraph 
Avenue , Berkeley. 510-548-828~ 

Rainbow Gender Association (RGA) 
Meets hi and 3rd Friday of the month 8:00pm at rhe New 
Conmunl!}I of Faith Church, 6350 Rainbow Drive , S.,., Jose. 
Mall: PO Box 700730 , S.n Jose, CA 95170 or call 408·984-
4044. 

Sacramento Gender Association (SGA) 
Blue Row Ch~pl•r meets 8 :00pm the 2nd and 4 th Saturday of 
,ach month In Sao-am<mto. Write PO Box 162907. Sacramento. 
CA 95816or cal 916-364-7212 for meeting locations. Websile: 
www.sg.t-tg .org; email: sgaCtransgender.org 

Diablo Valley Girls (DVG) 
Meers lsr and 3rd Monday of every rnonlh. 8:00pm al Club 
1220, 1220 Pine Street in Walnut Creek. Write to DVG. PO 
Box 272885, Concord, CA 94527-2885 or call 925-937-8432. 

DVG Rap Group (RCC) 
Meets Isl and 3rd Thursdai of every monrh. 7:00pm at Rain· 
bow Community Center, 2 18 WiUow Pass Road. Suile 500 in 
Concord . For more lr,fnrm:.lion c~II 925-937-8432. 

FTM 
A wppon group for Female-t~ale CDs and TSs; Holds open 
lnlormailonal Meetings and dosed Support Meetings. Wrire FTM 
lnternallonal, Inc., 1360 Mission Streer, Suite 200, San Fran
cisco, CA 94103 or call 4 15·553-5987. 

TGIF 
A SO<UI group for transgenders. Meets one Salurday each month 
al a privalc home in Santa Rosa for a poduek soclal h-om 4:00pm 
unlil early evening. Space is limll'1/ • §§§f9'plions Recom
mended! Call Diane or Anne at 707-w ■Ill■ I 

Silicon Va lle y Gender Association (SVGA) 
A new trangender suppen group meets at the Billy De Frank 
Community Center 1n San Jose on the 2nd and 4th Fnday of 
every monlh h-om 7:00pm 10 9:00pm. For more inlormarion . 
call 408-293-2429. 

Fa r Wes t Wom en (FWW) 
A support group for TGs afltlialed with rhe GLBT AUlance In 
Humboldt County. Meets every 2nd and 4th Saturday ol the 
month at 8:00pmin the GI.BTA Center at Four1hand·o· S!reeis 
In Eureka . For informallon call the Center at 707-445-9760. 

Santa Cruz Trans (SCT) 
Bi-weekly social/support group for gender-glhed persons serv
ing Sanca Crut and Central Coast. 1 SI and 3rd Thur,day> every 
month al The Oiversily Cenler, 1328 Commerce Lane, Santa 
Crut, CA 95060; (831) 4 25-5422: 7:00pm 

The Mid-Peninsula Transgender Group 
(MPTG) 
A $Uppor1 9"0UP for the LGBT corrrnunlty !hat meell .. 7 :30 
pm oo the first Wednesday of each month at the Women's Hco~h 
Boulique , 1115 South B Street, San Mateo · (408) 619-2908. 

Central City Hospitality Ho use (CCHH) 
288Turk Streel, SF. 4 15-749-2 167. Fadlitated TC discussion 
group cvc,y Mondoy. S.OO.,.,, · 6:30pm . 
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• • • Would you like a link from the TGSF Website to your URL? 0 Yes O No Send Check or Money Order lo: TGSF, PO Box 42648 6, • 
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Your Special Invitation! 

ESPRIT 2002 · AN EVENT 

NOT TO BE MISSED! 

I'd like to take this opportunity to invite all of you who have 
been associated with Cal Dreamin' to take part in Esprit 2002, the 
Pacific Northwest's premier Transgender Conference! 

Esprit 2002 promises to be the best Esprit conference yet! 
For the past 14 years, Esprit has been jointly planned and hosted 
by The Emerald City of Seattle, Northwest Gender Alliance of 
Portland, and The Cornbury Group of Vancouver BC. If you come 
to Esprit and really participate, we promise you a full week of fun, 
learning, growing, and meeting new friends. That's right, you get 
to spend a full week "en femme"! Esprit 2002 starts on Sunday 
May 12, 2002, and finishes up one week later on Sunday May 
19th! It is held at the Red Llon Inn in Port Angeles , Washington, 
about a three-hour drive from Seattle . Port Angeles is beautifully 
situated on the Straits of Juan de Fuca separating the US and 
Canada, and at the base of the Olympic Mountains. 

We have a full slate of seventy classes planned along four 
separate themes, including the Basics of Crossdressing, The World 
of Transgender, Transitioning, and an extensive Couples program 
for those in a relationship with a Significant Other. We bring in 
nationally known speakers such as Sandra Cole, Peggy Rudd, and 
Anne Lawrence along with thirty-five local Northwest experts to 
lead each class. 

And girl, do we have fun too! Each day features social activi
ties such as a Prom Dance, Cabaret Talent Show and our special 
Graduation event for first time attendees . We also have a fashion 
show, lots of dancing, and an afternoon set aside for fun activities 
in the local community. 

Did I mention our fabulous vendors yet? They are ready, will
ing and able to help you with makeup, wig selection and care , 
voice, image, breast forms, nails, jewelry .. Just about everything a 
girl could want! Plus we also feature a carefully selected list of 
vendors and businesses that welcome us in the local community. 

And if you think this is just a regional conference, think again1 

Last year we had attendees from 18 different states and provinces, 
plus several girls that came all the way from New Zealand. So hop 
on a plane or get in your car and get to Port Angeles WA for a 
week you'll never forget! Visit www.espritgala .com for more infor
mation on our unique event. 

Thanks! And we hope to see you at Esprit 2002! 
Kelly Hansen 

Education and Schedule Coordinator 

Enormous Moving Sale! 
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE! 

'9b! • Designer, Ready to Wear & 

Vintage Clothing 

• Leather, Spandex & Vinyl 
• Costumes & Theatrical NTS 

~ 'Ula.a 1e? 'Ule 'tt 6?uut. 'Jt/ • Personalized Service 
• Evening Appointments / 

510-797-5066 
120 J Street/ Niles District 

Fremont, CA 94536 

Minor Alterations Available 

• Wardrobe Coordination 

La U4-~ ,,- k 4't tk 

~,,-"'"-I 
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DEAR MADAME EDITOR, 

You got it, baby! What a brave statement ("I Am Woman, 
Hear Me Roar - Or, How I've Learned To Love My Penis"), and 
absolutely right on. The whole point isn't to be a man or a woman, 
but to be your own true self. So hard for a transsexual woman 
when reassignment surgery is held up as the Holy Grail of 
Genderdumb. 

How often have I heard post-ops , llke clucking hens, smugly 
reassure themselves. of their superiority over pre- and non-ops. 
Good god, how many of us are getting our weenies chopped off 
just because of that kind of peer pressure , when, really, if we kept 
our OME intact we 'd be both happier and richer. 

Think, darlings: So long as you haven't had the operation, 
you can always change your mind. I know a girl who backed out of 
surgery the day before because she knew she wasn't ready. Years 
later, she was, and has no regrets. 

For others, it isn't right and never will be, but it takes a lot 
more courage to admit it and say so, than to let the tide take you 
out and leave you adrift . 

Llve your life. Save your money uuuuust in case). Llsten to 
your spirit. 

Kudos to you, Miss Ayme, for bravely going where no man 
has gone before. 

New Group! 

UNITED GENDERS 

Dear TGSF, 

With Admiration, 
Shirley Faire 

For all those who view gender as having more than two op
tions . This is to let you know that there is a Gender Queer support 
group in the East Bay called United Genders of the Universe . It's 
been meeting for a llttle over a month and its a real interesting 
group of people, very diverse in age and identity. I've really en
joyed the meetings I've attended. From the flier: 

Do You: 

• Prefer not to identify as a "man" or a "woman"? 

• See yourself as outside the gender boxes? 

• Get frustrated by the world 's misjudgment of your gen
der, age and identity? 

• Feel restricted by labels, categories and pronouns? 

Who is Welcome? 
All Ages. All Anatomies . All Hormone Levels . All Ways Of 

Expressing Yourself. 

Meets every Sunday evening at The Pacific Center at 2712 
Telegraph Ave., Berkeley CA, (510)-548-8283 x0 or http:// 
pacificcenter.org 

Are you a boy or a girl? NO are you? Well right now I identify 
as a two-spirit androgyne in full MTF transition. :-> 

Love you all , Have a safe holiday, and hope to see some of 
you Sunday. 

Anya Morningstar 



January 12th! 

FACE•TIME WITH DR. BRINK 

A TGSF Educational Forum 
on Plastic Surge ry 

A woman's face (or a reasonable facsimile thereof) 
can be yours by the hands of a surgeon skilled in plastic 
surgery. Although the price is high and the recovery pro
cess painful, the results can change how the world per
ceives you, and even how you perceive yourself. 

Plastic surgeon Robert Brink, M.D., of San Bruno 
wiU be meeting with us to explain his techniques and an
swer our questions on a subject that - let's face it - is 
pretty irresistible for some of us. By the way, if you've 
had facial surgery and would like to share your experi-
~ cuntacl Allyson Grillo , (415) • • 
~ zeus.sjsu.edu, or just show up at the forum. 

January 12, 2 p.m . -The Women's Building, 3543 
18th Street, San Francisco. The Women's Building is 
located four blocks from the 16th Street BART station. 

For more information, contact Ally Grillo at (415) 
- or via email at ~ zeus.sjsu.edu. 

\'.A-hospltalitY suite . .a:t.the hosthot.elalhlay ·Satutday. 

··,:~~~~~~~;~•::~~~·'·2~~~E~·:~~,:~:=~~~r:;1~ u~~ 
·•i.~~•11:~~ •. ~-~~:!;atii~t;:,~1=;:tk(ifo1

:

1

:" 

Contact Carla ~l4b8 2~~'6900 ,;;t!li,'~ointment s 

e~20021 
January 26, 2002 - 7:30pm 

Design Center Galleria 

"An Evening with Friends" 
Directed by Rachael and Madeline 

Host hotel Gateway Holiday Inn 
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January 18th! 

COLUMNIST To PRESENT SuoE TALK 

ON TRANSGENDER HISTORY 

Ms. Bob Davis will present a slide talk on rarely seen images 
of historic cross-<lressers on January 18, 2002, at 7:30 p .m. 
at A Different Ught Bookstore in San Francisco. The event will 
draw on Davis' "Regina Antiqua" column, which runs in a national 
magazine, Transgender Community News. 

Each month for the past three years ... Regina Antiqua" has 
featured a photo of an ''old queen," along with a Uvely commen
tary by Ms Bob. Many of the images are publicity_ shots of now 
little known female impersonators from the first half of the 20th 
century. 

Ms Bob is a noted Bay Area writer, collector and dealer in 
transgender photos. books and mP.morabilia; she writes tho col
umn "Drama Queen" for Lady Uke Magazine and serves on the 
Board of Directors of the GLBT Historical Society of Northern 
California. 

A Different Ught is located at 489 Castro St. (between 17th 
and 18th streets) in San Francisco. The talk is free and open to the 
public. This talk was originally scheduled for September, 2001 , 
but due to the events of September 11 was postponed. 

For information, please contact Emery at A Different Ught 
Bookstore, (415) 431-0891, <Emery@ADLBooks.com> or Ms 
Bob at (510)- < @tgforum.com>. 

January 23rd! 

TRANSFORMATIONS FOR THE 

T COMMUNITY 

Hair Styling, Makeup And Hints 
For A More Beautiful You 

A Beautiful Workshop With Brian Finney 
On January 23, 2002 from 7-9PM there will be a seminar 

at the Billy DeFrank Center in San Jose on hair and cosmetics for 
TGs. The instructor is Brian Finney - a San Jose "hair artist" I've 
known for more than four years. 

Brian asks all participants to bring their accessories, exten
sions, hair pieces, etc to 'play.' Donations for the Billy DeFrank 
Center are always welcome and encouraged. Billy DeFrank Les
bian and Gay Community Center, 938 The Alameda, San Jose, 
408-293-3040, xl16. 

Significant Other Support - East Bay 
Questions or concerns about yourlll!;ner' s dressing? 

-

lea call Julie at (925) , e-mail 
attbi.com or write to: Ju ·e reeman, PO Box 

, Concord, CA 94527-2885. 



JANUARY EVENTS AT 

BILLY DE FRANK CENTER 

1-15-02 / 7-9PM 

"TEA FOR Ts" 
An evening for transgender women to learn about breast health 

issues from Dr. Suzanne Dibble. 

1-16-01 / 7-9PM 

HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS 

How to create One, How to keep one, How to make one 
grow, with Amy Caffrey LMFf 

1-16-02 / 7-9PM 

"WORKING THROUGH THIS CHRISTIAN THING " 

Reverend Marcia Free of New Community of Faith-Exploring 
the faith of our childhood and the impact on who we are today. 

1-17-02 / 7-9PM 

BREAST C ANCER SUPPORT WORKSHOP 

For women with breast cancer and their partners. 

1-23-02 / 7-9PM 

TRANSFORMATIONS 

A beautiful workshop for tl1e T Commun!fy- Brian Finney vf 
Backlol presenting-Hairstyling, Makeup and Fashion Hints. 

Coming in February! 

MovE LIKE A WOMAN! 

(OR IS IT * AS* A WOMAN?) 

A TGSF EDUCATIONAL FORUM 

ON DANCE 

2:00pm I February 23 

The Women 's Building, 35 43 18th Street, 
San Francisco (Mission neighborhood) 
If expressing your femininity means more to you than just 

wearing the right outfits, this seminar is for you. Denae Doyle, an 
image consultant based in Santa Cruz, will be teaching us to ex
press our feminine selves through dancing. Her presentation will 
not be about learning dance steps, but about something deeper 
and perhaps more fun : moving in a way that reflects our inner 
selves. For more information, check out Denae's web site, 
www.femimage.com. Denae, by the way, will be a judge at the 
TGSF Cotillion in January. She is a genetic woman skillful at teach
ing TG girls the subtleties of a new lifestyle. 

The Women's Building is located only a few blocks from the 
16th Street BAITT station. 

10 

MENOPAUSE: MYTHS AND REALITIES 

With Mary Craft RN- Exploring natural yet ·modern ways to 
do "the change" . 

1-29-02 / 7-9PM 

BREAST CANCER FORUM 

With Dr. Suzanne Dibble. Learn the latest information about 
breast cancer in a gentle, informal environment. 

1-30-02 / 11 AM-1 PM 

VINTAGE TASTE OF SAN JOSE 

Luncheon for Mature LGBT Adults followed by Program to 
be announced 

1-30-02 / 7-9PM 

OVERCOMING DEPRESSION 

Dennis Hinkle PH.D - "Working through issues in order to 
have a full and rich life. 

2-12-02 / 6:30PM 

F OURTH ANNUAL PROVIDERS DINNER 

With Dr. Suzanne Dibble at the Santa Clara County Medical 
Assn. This is an evening of dining and learning with Dr. Dibble 
presentin!J "Removing Obstacles to Health Care for the LGBT 
Community". 

Contact Marianne Callagher 
Adult Services Coordinator 

408) 293-3040 extn 116 
FAX (408) 298-8986 

supportedu@defrank.org or www.defrank.org 

Cotillion 2002 

TICKET SALES LOCATIONS 

San Francisco 

Marlena's - 415 864 6672 

Piedmont Boutique - 415 864 8075 

Wellness Center - Tita Aida - 415 292 3420 ext 348 

San Mateo 

Women's Health Boutique - 650 357 9236 

Fremont 

"I Love It" Boutique - 510 797 5066 

San Jose 

Carla's - 408 298 6900 

For information or questions contact: 
Rachael - 408 - or Aiyana - 415-

Cotillion2002@email.com 
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TGSF BALANCE SHEET 

(November 21, 2001 through December 15, 2001) 

Assets 

Cash ....... ...... ............................................... $914.24 

Event Equipment ....... .. ... .. .......... .......... .. .............. . 

Decorations ... ... ... ........................... ..... $1,000.00 

Food Service .... .................................... .. $200.00 

Office Supplies .. ............................... ..... .... ...... $50. 00 

Total Assets .................................. ..... $2,164.24 

Liabilities 

Ac.counts Payable .............................................. $0.00 

Educational Funn ..................................... $1,600.00 

Taxes .... ........... ... ...... ........... .. .......................... $0.00 

Insurance .......................... ................................ $0.00 

· Utilities .. : ... .... .................................... : .. ............ $0. 00 

Operations ................ ... .. ...... ... .... .. .. ......... .. ... ... $0.00 

Total Llabilities ...................... .............. $1,600.00 

Equity .................................................... $564 .24 

Total Liabilities & Equity .................... $2,164.24 

Monthly Income Statement 
Revenue 

Membership ..... .. ........................................ ... $397 .66 

Advertising ............... .............. ....... ............ .. . $500.00 

Cotillion ............. .... .......................... ..... .... $2,130.00 

Donations Received ................... .......... ... ........... $0.00 

Social ... ........................................ ................. ... $0.00 

Education .................... .................. .. ...... .. ......... $0.00 

Outreach ....................... .. ..... .. .. .............. .......... $0.00 

........... .. .......... ............... ......... $3,027.66 

Expe nses 

Cotillion .... .. .................... .. ... ...... ...... $2,698.41 

Halloween Party .... ... .... .. ............................... .... $0.00 

Big Shew .. .. .... ..................... ............................ $0.00 

Pride Parade ...... .. .......... ........... ..... ......... ....... ... $0.00 

Social ............................ ....... ..... .... ........... ...... .. $0.00 

Education ........ .. ............................ .. ..... ......... . $80.00 

Outreach ................ ... ... ...... .... ..... .. ...... .. ... .. ...... $0.00 

Newsletter ............................ .. .... .................. $510.67 

Operations ... .. ..... .. ...... ................................. $199.09 

Donations Paid ........................ .. ....................... $0.00 

.............. .... ... ................................... $3,488.17 

Net Income (Loss) .. ,., ....... ., .... ,., ........ ., ($460.51) 

11 

TGSF DONATIONS 

Our Friends Who Give 
as of December 15, 2001 

Nicole and Debbie Cook ...... $50. 00 

Karen Hossfeld ....... ........... .. $25.00 

Bless You and Thank You! 

CONTACT TGSF! 
ExCom Members 

President 
Aiyana Eveningstar ... ..... ~ earth link.net 

Vice President 
Rachael Janelle .. .. ... hotmail.com 

Interim Secretary 

Nicole Cook ....... ................ - tgforum.com 
Treasurer 

Stephanie Ann Blythe .... ~ gforum.com 
Education 

Ally Grillo ........................ . - email.sjsu.edu 
Outreach 

Kalani Makanani ............ ...... ~ gforum.com 
Social 

Tianna DeVil ................... ....... . ~ serius.com 

Other Email Addresses 
Editor 

Comments and submissions to the TGSF newsletter 
The Channel. 

AYff\o Kantz ................. ~ aol.com 
Or ... ...... ..... .. ........ ..... .. . tgsfeditor@yahoo.com 

Webmistress .... . ....... . .... ~ yahoo.com 

Comments and suggestions concerning the TGSF 
web site www.tgsf.org 

Information ............ ........ . . ~ tgforum.com 

Requests for information concerning TGSF and up· 
coming events 

Calendar ......................... . a)tgforum.com 

Submissions of descriptions of upcoming events of 
TGSF and other groups for publication in The Chan• 
nel, the calendar on the TGSF web site, the TGSF 
Telephone Hotline, the TGSF email list, and shar· 
Ing with other groups. 
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Sex Talk 
by Simon Sheppard, PlanetOut 

SPEAKING OF CROSS-DRESSING 

Sex can be a drag. On the other hand, drag - men dressing 
in women's clothes - can be very sexy indeed. 

Guys who cross-dress come in many varieties. There are male
to-female transsexuals who, though woman-identified, still have 
pretransition bodies beneath their frocks . Tranny cross-dressing is 
primarily about gender identification, not sexuality - some male
to-females are gay, some bi, some kinky and others as thoroughly 
vanilla as your grandma . 

Things get a lot more sexy, though, where transvestites are 
concerned. Classically defined, transvestites are folks who get off 
wearing the clothing of the opposite sex; we're not talking about 
guys who go out on Halloween wearing bad wigs and big fake 
boobs. It's generally agreed that the vast majority of male transves
tites aren 't gay-identified at all. More likely we're talking about 
somebody like nice Mr. Macy down the street, who gets a boner 
putting on wifey's frillies while she's at the bridge club. And many 
of the men who get off on other guys in full drag think of them
selves as straight, too; just ask any transvestite hooker about her 
johns. 

Still, it's no surprise that plenty of the guys turned on by 
women's clothes are in fact gay or bi. Queer men are in a great 
position to cross those "boys wear blue" boundaries . Many more 
or less effeminate men find that drag lets them play with self-im
age in rewarding ways, exploring the blurrable frontiers of gender 
while feeling sexy as hell. 

But drag isn't just for the less-than-butch. One beefy guy, the 
kind of gay man who could pass for a motorcycle mechanic even if 
that wasn't just what he is, confesses, "l like weariPg women 's 
panties , the silky kind . Sure, men 's underwear is available in all 
sorts of sexy varieties , but there's just something about slipping on 
panties made for a woman that gets me off. That's it, though; 
other than that, no women's clothes." And even men in the leather 
community, with its supermasculine image, have been known to 
trade their boots for high heels . In "leather and lace" events, 
leathermen compete in cowhide, then transform themselves into 
fashion models that could give Miss America a run for her rhine
stones. 

Drag can also spice up a sex scene . Messing around with 
gender can be big , hard fun in which women's fashions are near
indispensable props . It need not be anything elaborate, though. 
One guy showed up at an unsuspecting buddy's house carrying a 
paper bag, popping into the bathroom and emerging shortly there
after in nothing but a velvet miniskirt and e lbow-length gloves. "It 
was a total shock," says the host, "but I just hiked up his skirt and 
got busy." 

Cross-dressing scenes can be playful or seductive. They can 
also be just plain nasty. "One guy I know, a butch little hairy fire
plug of a man ," says a kinky queer, "had me dress him up in 
Frederick's-of-Hollywood-style bra , panties and stockings and then 
treat him like a slut. He loved it . Actually, we both did ." 

These "forced feminization" scenes can be like playing with 
fire; after all, homophobes think that gay men are sick for "want
ing to be like women ." And misogyny rears its ugly head some
times, too. But , like any other kink, if approached consciously and 
consensually, cross-dressing can be fancy, fabulous fun. 'Tm pretty 
clear," says the motorcycle mechanic, "that I'm not a woman, and 
don't want to be a woman . 1 just like wearing panties . I'm cool 
with that, and so are the guys I have sex with." Ken in public, but 
Barbie in the bedroom? Sure . Why not? 

12 

Adult Daughter of Transgender Featured in 
Cosmopolitan Magazine 

Cosmopolitan, December 2001, pages 122, 124 
224 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019 

(e-mail: cosmo_letters@hearat.com) 
(http://Www.cosmomag.com) 

"Mv FATHER WANTED To BE A WOMAN" 

Laurie Cicotello was a teen when she discovered her dad was 
a transsexual. Here, she describes how she dealt with his dramatic 
transformation. As told to Gina Zucker Until my early teens, I was 
part of what seemed like a regular suburban family : We had enough 
money and a nice house in Colorado, and my parents were hap
pily married .. . or so I thought. Life as I knew it had always felt 
ordinary, but when I was 14, something happened that brought 
my illusion of normalcy to an abrupt e nd . 

A Shocking Discovery 
As an only child, I was definitely Daddy's little girl. i felt more 

comfortable with my dad than with my mom, and I never found it 
strange that he had an effeminate side. Both of his ears were pierced 
and he had longish hair, but that was the style in the 1980s, so my 
friends and I just thought he was cooler than most fathers . 

I was a typical adolescent with raging hormones and a rebel
lious attitude. Late in the sum.mer of 1985, just before I entered 
high school, I began stealing money from my parents' room to buy 
junk food. One day, while rummaging through my dad's drawers 
looking for cash, 1 discovered weird porn magazines that depicted 
women with penises . I didn't understand what they were, and 1 
was so caught up in my own life that I chose not to think about it. 
But about a month later, I found photographs of my dad wearing 
women's clothing, as well as his journal, which I couldn't resist 
reading . While I d'.)n't remember everyt.hing he wrote, one sen
tence sticks out in my mind : "I'll commit suicide if Laurie ever finds 
out the truth ." "The truth about what?" I wondered. 

1 was devastated that my father, to whom I'd always felt so 
close, had apparently kept a major secret from me . Confused and 
upset, I confided in my best friend from school - a guy named 
MacGregor - about what I'd found in my dad 's dresser drawer. 
Knowing I wasn't very close to my mom, MacGregor convinced · 
me to talk to my paternal grandmother, thinking she might be able 
to shed some light on the situation. About a week later, 1 went to 
her house . When I told her what I had seen , she began to cry. She 
said, "Daniel [my dad] has been dressing in girls ' clothes since he 
was 4." Grandma had always kept it a secret from the family; she 
told me how he'd played with dolls and worn his sister's hand-me
downs until his father took the dolls away and told him to be a 
man . 

1 decided I had to confront my dad . A few days later, he, 
Grandma , and I went to play miniature golf. As the three of us 
drove to the course, my grandma said, "Daniel, Laurie knows about 
what's going on with you." I started to cry in the backseat , and my 
dad and grandma cried as well . We didn't say much more at that 
point; we just went and played a crappy game of miniature golf. 
Eventually, my dad and I talked, and the truth began to surface. 
He told me that he felt he should be a woman but he was born 
with the wrong equipment. He said Mom had known about this 
from early on: She 'd walked in on him while he was wearing a 
dress six months after they were married . She loved him though , 
so she stayed with him. He'd been transitioning to a more wom
anly appearance over many years - growing his hair and nails, 

Continued on Page 15 



WHEN BAD DREAMS HAPPEN 

TO GooD PEOPLE 

The other night I dreamt that a hand was clutching the back 
of my neck. I didn't know it was a dream of course, or else I would 
not have tried to cry out for helpi tried, but the words wouldn't 
come. The hand held me fast, paralyzing me with fear. I opened 
my mouth and feebly pushed out a groan, then a quite audible 
"Help!" which woke me up to find my arm bent behind my head 
and my own hand firmly gripping the back of my neck. I felt re
lieved yet foolish, like a clog that realizes it's been chasing its own 
tail; or a James Thurber character: "Aunt Shirley, whose constant 
cries in the night awakened half the neighborhood, along with 
Uncle Earl, a light sleeper himself, who resisted the urge to re
place Aunt Shirley's errant hand at herneck with two of his own ... " 

How could this have happened? Once, taking a personality 
questionnaire, I remember answering "What position to you sleep 
in?" with "B. On my side, legs slightly bent, arm under my pillow." 
None of the choices came even close to "On my back, with my 
hand clutching the base of my neck," nor would I have checked 
such an answer. 

I often have violent dreams even though I am not a violent 
person. Whether I am a good person I am not in position to say. I 
like to think that I am. I have been known to pet dogs. When 
approached by beggars I sometimes bestow a quite generous smile. 
I vote Democratic. If I'm not a good person, I'm not a horrible 
one, so why should I have bad dreams? And why should I attack 
myself? Am I trying to kill myself for the insurance? 

What we must remember-or, I must remember (you don't 
have to remember anything}-i:; that when discussing dreams we 
are delving into the realm of the unconscious. The first thing to 
know about the unconscious is that it has no conscience, only 
desires. It isn't as nice and smart as the rest of you and it doesn't 
care a fig about you, only its own desire for money, sex and power. 
And you, you are a mere tool, or impediment. It doesn't stop to 
think that to get away with murder, one must be able to get away; 
that is, physically flee the murder scene. How can the unconscious 
be so diabolical and yet so stupid? 

DINING WITH FRIENDS? 

Attractive private crossdresser and beautiful wife look
ing to make friends with similar couple (35-45) for din
ners at home in San Francisco. Bring your wit. sense of 
humor, an- v · e dress, and let 's have some enjoyable 
evenings. hotmail.com. 

Paid Aduerlisement 

New ONLINE SO L1sT! 

New online mailing Ust for wives and SOs of crossdressers 
and men who consider themselves to be transgendered; no 
topic off limits. Attitudes range from complete acceptance to 
really struggling. Open to women only - no crossdressers 
please! Women need a place where they can feel safe to dis

~ - issues. Write to Cheryl at 
~ yahoo.com and explain a little about your 
situation. 
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To answer this question. let us consider what Carl Jung, the 
famous Chinese psychiatrist and father of revolutionary leader Mao 
Tse Jung, said about dreams: that our dreams are formed not only 
out of personal experience, but from the collective unconscious, 
which we share with a lot of other unconscious people, whether 
we know them-or even like them-or not. They might be nice 
people, rascals or whatever, but you have no control over them 
whatsoever; you're stuck with them, like uninvited relatives at Christ
mas, and whatever stupid dreams they might dump under the tree. 
You and I, being the suckers we are, give out our nicest dreams to 
just anybody, never to see them again (which may be one reason 
why so many bad people report having wonderful dreams, and 
respectable citizens like us have the other kind). 

The only conclusions one can reach, therefore, are that the 
collective unconscious is a Marxist plot and Dr. Jung was a dupei 
and also that bad dreams involving actual physical threats to one's 
well-being are caused by highly unsavory characters who, if you 
saw them walking toward you, you would cross the street to avoid; 
yet they infest your poor brain's collective unconscious like rats in 
the walls. 

What a relief to know not only that I am not responsible for 
my bad dreams, but why I am not responsible. And yet.. .what 
then? Must I accept that one day I will wake up to find myself 
strangled by my own hand? Assuredly not, for I have dreamed up 
a plan of my own to out smart and thwart the collectivist thugs: 
first, I will never let them know that the way to strangle somebody 
successfully is from the front of the neck, not the back. Proactively, 
I have posted notices all over my collective unconscious's commu
nity bulletin board that my life insurance policy is canceled. 

Already, I'm sleeping better. 

Seahorse Medical Clinic 
Joy Diane Shaffer, MD 

♦ 
1570 THE ALAMEDA, SUITE 215 • SAN JOSE, CA 95126 

(408) 292-1078 

WAVE ELECTROLOGY 
Permanent Hair Removal 

Guy E. Campo & Thu-Minh Ngo 
1570 The Alameda, Suite 215 

San Jose, CA 95126 

Local Anesthetic 
Available in a 

Clinical Environment 

(408) 292-1558 
Email: wave1@ftash.net 

Web: www.WaveElectrology.com 



Phyllabuster 

TG's RUSH To Buv CATHETERS AND 

URINE COLLECTION BAGS 

It seems that the Minnesota Supreme Court doesn 't think 
that transgenders have the legal right to use the bathroom at 
work. At least not without a raising-of-the-skirt or a dropping
of-the-drawers inspection of genitals by the boss. 

I envision transgenders in Minnesota rushing out to buy 
catheters and urine collection bags if they wish to continue to 
urinate while at work and keep their jobs. How they plan to 
defecate at work is sti II a mystery. 

Although that is a bit tongue-in-cheek, it would certainly 
be a good publicity stunt. LGBT supporters in Minnesota gath
ering wherever they can get the press to meet them and all 
carrying clear plastic Jugs suspended from their shoulders (like 
a purse) and partially filled with lemon Kool-Aid. 

An article and a web connection to the court 's decis ion are 
below. 

I think it will rank right up there in the STUPID-JUDGES 
category with the Littleton vs. Prange decision of last year that 
said a vaginaed post-surgical woman was legally male. 

As you know, we have used that STUPID-JUDGES deci 
sion , we call it the "Prange virus," to push some legal, same-sex 
marriages through San Antonio with a good and friendly press 
turnout each and every time. 

And if for some reason you still don 't think it matters who 
you vote for (judges are either elected or appointed by elected 
officials) then please go to m y website (transgenderlegal .com) 
and read the four entries under the Littleton decision heading 
plus read the article writte n by m e and published by the Will
iam and Mary Law School as it deals with RESTROOM USE 
ON THE JO B! 

For those of you reading thi s who are lawyers, consider the 
pot ty-problem employer below (Wes t Group) the nex t time you 
consider using one of their products. 

Phyllis Randolph Frye 
http://members.aol.com/prfrye 

http://transgenderlegal.com 

OutFront Minnesota Decries State Supreme 
Court's Transgender "Bathroom Decision" 
As Contradicting Common Sense 

(Minneapolis) OutFront Minnesota , the state' s leading advo
cacy agency serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
communities, announced its regret over today's decision by the 
Minnesota Supreme Court denying the right of transgender citi
zens to appropriate restroom access . "To some, the issue of 
restroom access may seem trivial," said Ann DeGroot, Executive 
Director of OutFront Minnesota, "but those restrooms symbolize 
the traditional male-female categories which, as the Legislature 
realized many years ago, not all people neatly fi t into any more . 
Further, the issue implicitly raises the question of who is entitled to 
define a person's gender identity: individuals themselves, or their 
employers?" 

The case, Goins v. West Group, involved a growing work
place controversy: which restroom does a transgender person use? 
Julienne Goins, a former West Group employee, had transitioned 
from male to female even before beg inning work at West, yet had 
been denied access to the women's restroom upon transfer to its 
Minnesota facility . Goins argued that restroom access should be 
based on one's consistently-projected gender identity, not on an 
employer 's speculation as to its employee's anatomy. "Common 
sense says we interpret other people's gender based on their cloth
ing , grooming, name, and so on, without ever knowing what their 
genitals look like," observed DeGroot. OutFront Minnesota and 
the Minnesota Lavender Bar Association submitted a friend-of-
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the-court brief arguing that the legislative history of the Minnesot. 
Human Rights Act's "sexual orientation" provisions supported this 
interpretation. 

"We're very disappointed the Court held that the law permits 
employers to ignore a person's everyday appearance, and focuses 
instead on areas of the body employers have no business demand
ing to see," said Phil Duran, OutFront Minnesota's Legal Program 
Coordinator and author of its brief. "This decision makes a mock
ery of the Human Rights Act by effectively mandating that 
transgender employees describe their genitals in order simply to 
go to the bathroom. This is the same sexual harassment this very 
Act prohibits." Duran predicted that transgender Minnesotans may 
now face demands to describe their genitals in order to access 
restrooms in public accommodations, such as restaurants , and in 
other circumstances. 

The case had attracted national attention , and was the first in 
which the Minnesota Supre me Court had interpreted the 
transgender-related language of the Human Rights.Act. That lan
guage has served as the basis for similar civil rights protections in 
other states since the Legislature approved it in 1993. 

Equality Florida Media Release 
December 13, 2001 

JACKONSVILLE COMMUNITY ACTIVIST 

MURDERED IN FRONT YARD 

Loss of Terrianne Summers Leaves Commu
nity Shocked and Saddened 

Equality Florida joins family and friends in mourning the loss 
of transgender activist T errianne Summers who was gunned down 
outside her home Wednesday night. 

While?. the J acksonvill2 Sheriffs Office has no suspects at this 
time , the circumstances surrounding the murder indicate the at
tack may have been a hate-crime . Equality Florida recognizes that 
transgender people are statistically the most targeted group for 
hate violence in America today, and we call on law enforcement 
agencies to fully investigate the possibility that this was a bias mo
tivated attack. 

The murder comes in the shadow of November 28th, the 
third annual National Day of Remembrance for transgender people 
killed in hate crimes . According to statistics collected by the educa
tion organization Gender Education and Advocacy, hate crimes 
have resulted in the murder of nine transgender people in Florida, 
ranking our state as sixth most dangerous in the country. Unfortu
nate ly these grim statistics represent only a fraction of the violence 
transgender people experience because law enforcement agen
cies o ft en undercount or incorrectly classify hate crimes against 
transgender people due to lack of education and awareness of 
gender issues . 

According to the First National Study of Transgender Vio
lence performed by GenderPAC, 60% of transgender people na
tionwide have been the victims of violent assault with nearly half 
requiring medical care for their injuries. 

T errianne was a human rights activist who worked closely with 
local and state human rights organizations and who helped to or
ganize and empower the transgender community in the Jackson
ville area . Her sudden and violent death is a great loss for her 
family and friends as well as for the transgender community long 
ravaged by hate-based violence . 

"Terrianne was always quick with a smile and eager to help 
others ," said Jessica Archer, fellow transgender activist and friend 
who works for Equality Florida . "She showed tremendous courage 
to be out and active in a part of the state where transgender people 
are highly misunderstood and are generally afraid of being visible." 

Terrianne Summers is survived by a spouse and two children. 



Father ... 

Continued f rom Page 12 

getting electrolysis and a pair of women's eyeglasses. It was such a 
slow process that I had never put it together. Some transgendered 
people just dress differently and leave it at that, while others have 
sex-change operations. But in any case, they want to present them
selves publicly as the sex they feel they really are inside. Suddenly, 
it all made sense. I remembered how my dad used to go on busi
ness trips. with two suitcases; now 1 realized that one was for his 
male clothes, the other for his female outfits. My dad also went out 
a lot at night, and while he was getting ready, my mother often 
took me into my bedroom, saying "I have to talk to you about 
something" so that 1 wouldn't see him leave dressed in drag. 

Keeping the Silence 
One of the hardest things for me to process was the deceptive 

deal my parents had made. Dad explained that my mother had 
given him a choice years ago • keep his secret under wraps or 
she"d divorce him. Most important, she threatened to leave him if 
he ever let me find out he was a transsexual. My mother is conser
vative and shy - letting the outside world in on this would go against 
her moral makeup. So, fearful of breaking up my parents' mar
riage, I didn't talk to my mom about any of this. But my father, on 
the other hand, was relieved not to have to hide it from me any
more. At this point, he had started taking female hormones. And 
to help me adjust to his transformation, he decided to send me to 
his therapist who specialized in transgender issues. My dad also 
said that he wanted to be called "she" instead of "he" from now on 
and that his name would be Dainna. "You can call me Aunt Dainna 
if you'd like," he said. I suppose he thought we could keep this 
between us without my mom finding out, as unre:~listic as that now 
seems. 

I didn't know how to feel , except numb. 1 went to the thera
pist, and she told me Dainna was going through "puberty" as she 
became a woman. This meant she wanted to do teenage things 
like go out a lot and share my clothes and makeup. 1 needed to 
accept this, the shrink told me, adding, "Dainna's emerging pu· 
berty is as important, if not more so, than your own." Obviously, 
this confused me and pissed me off. I now know that in families in 
which one parent is coming out of the closet or is transgendered, 
life often revolves around them while the rest of the family mem
bers' problems are neglected. As a result. I went into 11 clPPp de
pression and gained 100 pounds. I stopped wearing makeup be· 
cause I had no intention of sharing ii with my father. I felt alone 
and unattractive, and my self-esteem was too low to do anything 
about it. I certainly didn't feel like I could turn to my parents for 
help. 

As Dainna's physical transition became more and more obvi
ous, my mom continued to pretend that nothing had changed. 
Her husband was her closest friend, and I think she just couldn't 
stomach the idea of leaving him. At first, our neighbors just thought 
a woman had come to live with us. But inevitably, they realized 
what was going on. Kids began to make fun of me when I walked 
home from school. One boy would yeU things like "There goes the 
fat chick with a faggot for a father," and the other kids would 
laugh. The next couple of years were rough. As my dad gradually 
went public, wearing female clothes during the day and living life 
as a woman, I started hooking up with guys who were often physi
cally and emotionally abusive, another by-product of my nonexist
ent self-esteem. I a lso had to deal with plenty of mortifying inci
dents, such as the time our car broke down a block from our house 
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and Dainna had to get out and ask for water for the engine from 
some neighbors. He was wearing a bright floral-print romper, and 
I was trying to shove myself down in the backseat so no one would 
see me. For a teenager, when your parents already embarrass you, 
this was over the top. 

Acceptance At Las t 
It was a re lief when, in August 1990, I left home for a smaU 

Catholic college in Hastings, Nebraska. I told no one about my 
dad, but very soon after I arrived, I realized I was sick of feeling 
helpless and ashamed. A few months into my freshman year, I 
made a decision to come out of the closet with the family secret. I 
began lo tell my friends about Dainna, spoke up about her in class, 
and talked to anyone and everyone about transgender issues. Al
though at first I was teased by a lot of people, I also found that 
opening up about my life made people feel comfortable telling me 
their own secrets and troubles. For the first time in a while, I began 
to feel I had something to offer. One day when I was walking 
through the quad, I overheard a guy say to his buddy, "That's the 
girl whose father is a woman." The other guy just looked at him 
and said "Yeah? So?" It felt really good to be finally accepted . 

After I graduated, I moved to Denver, near my hometown, 
and tried my hand at journalism and then worked as a clerk for the 
city government. Ultimately, I began to teach English, and I'm 
now a high school teacher in Hawaii. My parents remain married 
to this day. They don't have a sexual relationship, but they con
tinue to be best friends, and however strange it might seem, this 
arrangement works for them. My mother has had to reconcile 
herself to the fact that her husband's secret is out, but she'll always 
be private about it, and that's okay. Because of them, I 've learned 
to accept people's differences, and I'm able to see the shades of 
gray in any situation . I still say "Mom and Dad" half the time and 
get Dainna's pronouns screwed up. But I feel closer than ever to 
both of them. As for me, I'm now 30 and single. For the first time, 
I feel that I'm ready for a real, intimate connection with a boy
friend . I'm looking forward to having a healthy relationship with 
someone who really loves me and can accept my unique family . 

/es reader Lau rie C icotello is online at 
aol. com, and Articles reader Dalnna Cicotello Is 

aol.com J 

HEY! 
$ 10 B ucks Per Issue Get s You An A d Like Tl1ls ... T 
Tall, feminine, graceful closet CD •eeks Big Slsior lo help with shopping and makeup 
lip,;. I live alone so ~•s helpful if you can come here , but I can certainly travel. SF 
Area Call (41 !',) 000-0000. 

Up to 40 words only$ I 0.00. Send text of od and Check or Money O rder to TGSPs 
PO Bo• . ATTN: F.ditor. Ruch out and come out! 

KIM HRACA, M .A. MFCC 
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Helping you find the path 
that's right for you. 

MFC #27252 
Berkeley 
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COURT WEIGHS 

TRANSGENDER W1oow's CLAIM 
· Ann Rostow, Gay.com / PlanetOut.com Network 

Wednesday, December 5, 2001 

The Kansas Supreme Court heard arguments Tuesday in the 
case of a transgender woman who is fighting for recognition of 
her marriage in an estate dispute. 

The woman, J'Noel Gardiner, married 85-year-old Marshall 
Gardiner in late 1998, when she herself was 40. Marshall Gardiner 
died without a will less than a year after the marriage, and J 'Noel 
found herself in a probate dispute with Gardiner's son Joe over 
the disposition of some $2.5 million. 

Initially, Joe Gardiner asked the probate court to declare him 
executor of his father's estate. But after discovering that his step
mother was born a man, he asked a district court to declare the 
marriage void, based on her sex at birth and the state ban on 
same-sex marriage. 

Although the district court ruled that J 'Noel was legally male 
and that the marriage was not binding on the estate, a state appel
late court reversed that decision in May of last year. Gender, ruled 
the three-judge panel, is based on numerous factors and cannot be 
legally fixed at birth. The Supreme Court will now resolve the ques
tion for the state of Kansas . 

In 1999, a Texas appellate court ruled that birth sex deter
mines legal sex for the purposes of marriage. The ruling, from the 
San Antonio-based 4th Court of Appeals, meant that Christie Lee 
Littleton could not sue for the wrongful death of her husband of 
seven years - despite the fact that Littleton changed her sex some 
two decades earlier. 

If J 'Noel Gardiner loses her case, she could have recourse 
to the U.S. Supreme Court . \.']hen Uttletc;1 appealed to tht: 
high court, three justices voted to hear the case, just one vote 
short of the necessary total. 

President Aiyana, has been a bad girl this year -
and that's just the way she likes it! 

Resident Shutterbug, Telzey Adams, advises us to always 
keep a finger on the trigger! 

SEEKING ROOMMATE 

Passable crossdresser, soon to relocate to San Fran
cisco, looking for passable CD/fS for roommate . Will 
share with expenses. Will need help on where to go and 
shop, being new to the area . Write: Gail, PO Box 4463, 
Columbus, GA 31904. Photo would be nice . 

Paid Advertisement 

>' e Internet with a GWI SWU 
to www.piedmontsf.com and you'll find all of our 

fabulous custom mode clothing, sexy lingere. 

glamourous feather boas and hats, opera length 

. loves, OYer-th~top rhineslone jewelry, affordable 
·~=·., accessones, wigs, makeup, hosiery, shoes, 
. ·. '\' EVERYTHING ... ONLINE! 

'\, <~ 
/ 1(' N<m you con shop and make secure 

;!. · · • on line purchases from the comfort and 
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. privacy of your own home.I ,; 

San Framt~co's most outraicous 
shoppin~ rxperienm is now 

\ , O~UNE! nsrr OUR ~1;w 
WEBSlTEAl 

.. a !unfilled, comfortable, unperdictable 
)\ shopping experience awaits ... 

JI open 7 days a wecak, n:00 am - 700 pm 
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