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i : gor~~~s tl-1, 'afid :~~·~<i 1<f. 
'.' :~~ye't~ lm~w . 1t' was a .man~· ! 
··:1 .. '+,:he taudlence ·know tult 

',\.'?"ell·. it's ' ·re<J:Ily . a .map, . but" 
· ;-Psychology/ plays .'"a . large' 
~part .in the su.ccess·· ot thui' 

·:. (t.f~~ o~ .act, . . : , . / 
r · ... J The drag '"Ct~ •h•t ..... - · : ... Wl "" .,. "' ..., s . away:--
. ' th blu~ jo~es '' making 
them toleraqle to males and , 

. tezp.ales. . · 
.' .. "A, stand:'UP male' come~ , 
;l. ~tan would ;. be crude and 
c vulgar to a married woman 
, Wives resent their vulgarity: 
· Not so with ·drag. 1. don't , . 

know Why - -but' drag\ acts . 
appeal to women.I' · . · · 

j, I ·• ( I • •_. 

t . \ FORTH1l.IGH·T· ...... ··:-
~ .• . • • ' r ' . , , • . ~;.., ' " 

; · .~e theory that bh.1e Jok~:f 
~;were more acceptable from ·: 
. men dressed as women L9 • 
i:one . that ls widely held. ~. , 

'· .. At i;un stevectores' , and 
: dockers club last , Saturday 
week Johnny Dallas put on 
the first drag . performance. .. 
ever seen there · . . . 

The dockers have ·a, re~r.'' 
some reputation ·1for . being·-' 
fort:irlght about acts. If.ther' 

. don t . like tb,em they . Just . 
-walk out. :I. • 1 , i: · 

Not one ot the' a.udlence-. 
_.ot 300 left during Jobriny's 
act, nowever1 They llked" 

. ,J;ils jokes. · ._. . 
· "Comtng : from , a; ~an'.' 
, · 'they ca~. be , bluer,";. he salct : 

Jater. Whereas . tf ihey· 
. came !rom a man-they might': 
: be c;pn13idered . plain crude."· 

•n•~\~ .. 4 • ·P ease , . ,( :, . · · , ,., 
Luclqers, th13 concert secre- Every blue j9ke,• every ·camp · LewiS', '. .. ~ Besides · doipg ; l11 
tary, wiui .- already consider- · action · was' greeted with\> own drag , act-.-at ·-· µ.bout · 
,ipg booking Johnny again. louci laui:hter. £200 a week, he told me 
· 1 " We p~lde ourselves on . Customers were very quick he 1s partnei: in a firm tl;la 
always being . the first in to; pick up)any double. mean- .. :·. control~ more thaw:. 5 
Hull .to tiring a. new form: of . Ing, but .the ·.whole atmo71·; ,. ·remale · impersonators,.:,.· ~ ~ 
enterta.lq~ent to the city," · " sp1'ere was , _wholesome , , • · B\,\nny: a short, well"buU 
he., beamed. , ,,. an honest ·1 enjoyment ·or· ex-'R,A.F. man, arrive(! ,· 

.. qub· ·!'secretary Arthur bawdy humour. · , Auden~haw . · <Mancheste 
Atkln§on''iwasn'·t so certain . . Mr. Derek Bailey, a tore;-. ·: ~aboµr '. Club "recently"111n 
about\ :w~ether. he liked it .t man · in .an .oil factory, 1 full drag {' and· blonde,\.wlg. ~ 
personaUy.

1 
but. added, "the ' tbo1,1.ght 1t · was ma·rvellQUS ·~. ·'' With h~m~were three ,!)th,e.r 

club QOtl\~S ftrst and the :· " th'e' )Vay they carry it of!,"/: stmUarlyt7'd~essed ,,'. ".gentle- , 
·appl9iuse was good so I think .. ·His ; wtte~ Kathleen, who men."·· ( ; ·I .. -, .. ~'~.-, ... 1 il"1 
we'H haye; the same typl) ot had been laughing as loudly · ". w~ :had ·a 'bltior.r.troi,i'ij're 
act .bac~ ·again." · ·as anyone, said: "It doesn't \ at · the ;offtce'1 and,• when ·we 

., , ·, shock or embarrass me Jn realised·: we' wou'ldn't be•able , 
: ".- FUL'L HOUSE. ··~11.ny way. 1 o ·ne o! the attrac- ;'to · -make'. it. In: tlnie;':-- we 

, . · .. t!ons, I suppose, Ls that . tt '.3,h.~ngect , ~ b~fore ' co'mt'ng," 
·:At· the Bents Lane social \ leaves the women wonder- said ·Bunny, . ,;; · · . , 

Club, 1 ·Stockport, concert 1ng · · ,. . · " - .. ., , secre~ary Mr. Ernie ·Ralph.'I ~ . .. ·I :' mean; ) .-I . suppos~ ,~·,,, T,HIRD.· v1s1r ::.~ . 
·Claimed that drag did "tan· . everybody knows that they're It ·was- ttie thlr·d·, :· ~rzi{8 • 
tastic" business. · ' · , ·:men, , but th~Y· do It so well - Bunny ;nad played , at • the 
. ".If.· Wlll bring in an 'extrli: " that YOU Cant .be Quite sure, 'Club_:_hls other . "regul r ,, 

25 Per cent. of members," ca,? you? · · . ' spots µiclude Oldham F ¢ •s 
pe said, , . A friend or mine came supporters' Club and R~ch-

He pointed to a !ull house. ?ver just now a,nd asked: •dale .. F.C:'s. i;iupporters' Clµb. 
. ·" Drf!.g•. shows don't · cost vyhat are they? Bunny's " · <;harges , · va,r 
much .-· more than " the ,well you do " know, but ·between .£ .60 and £70.'-'.·i: Y · 
ordlnar,y qnes," he explatried, " you re stUl le!t wondering.. . He.'explalned: . .. ' \i,. 
" and we get, ~he. extra: back. ' especlally ' when you see "If a 'club hall roo :it r 
at the door. Anyway, ·· ; .them " drive oft'. afterwards : 3'.oo customers ~ would~fTir ' 
people,. seem to d.rlnk · ino~e ;· s_t~~l ~l dressed up. · :· a. show~'for £ 70.' . ,t;-· 
~m the~e nights." . 1 ' • Its a b!t llke seeing your- . " Sometimes the',"elub'·:S"''s • 

The Lancashire· audience . . selt 1n a distorting rr:~rror at '; this seei;ns a lot, " SO'. ·:r ·,Ui1, 
thll . sp..bw,.• a fun~alr, rea~ly. · . • them I'll do the sbow, :rree..;:. · 

· - · · One o! : the most pop.~lar .. provldlp.g . I . : take all the , 
. art~ts 1n .the North Is 3i1 · money paid at the door ;~,, • 
year.old . Bernard " .Bunny " 1 . • { " rn.:othtir. word~'; th1{()iup · 

' ·• , ~ I ;' ·1 r t'',('·. '.,( lr: ; • \ 



' , I \ _ 1 r\ .. • ' • 

1 ·/.;A' fe·~ · ·~ea~·s .. ·a~o· ~,: . .IP~~ 
'. .. dressing .'as "a.-'wcima.n:~uld 
. 'always fill a .ciub, b'!lt; mpst 
, men· ju~t ciupe t.o tryito t11ke_ 
('the· ml~ltey. , · , ' ·· ·.;. · ~ ·~ · ·• 
,, ' . "They 'thought 1 was a 
' que'er~whlcli Tm ·n'ot-and 
didn't ~'keep ·' their .. ·voices 
down telUng ni.e I was.'~ 

He recalled the' man ';VhO 
shouted: ·" 'You blg queer."· 
• • I r • ' r 

. Bunny'.s reply: "I~ve gpt a. 
. dres~ bac1:1ltag~ t~a~· will ~t 
you, but I don't think ·my 

\ l~pst1ck w~Jlld t>e ' l:!lg eriough 
to .go round your ·:mouth." ' 

· :.:).<iem~lf;l '. l!JlpersoriiLto~s. ·.he, 
, e,cpla.Ined, ,, ;i.re · hurt . when 
·. people .regard. them. as ,some 
kind o!. tteak.:,:.,, -_, -~;. :.... . ~ 

, ,j.,. :· ';l',hll~ .... ·.ar1ry~i:ine~t5 ·.::')1e· 
added, • ~,i~ It\~ ~·, the·;;,;VlPrst 

.~ eliiqimts pt an .aucUen~e who' 
,wa\l~ ,them ,to -be.' sometnll,lg 
e~~e. , . . . . . 
. Some men-and· women

. wer~ c~rrled away by dr.ag,. 
. act~ •. · a~d ·it was not at all, 
unusual tor. llf!ln ,. to, try .. tq,-. 

,. date them. ~ · ' ' { , · . · ;, 
' Bupn:i. reFall~d :a .. hll~rl9us: 
ttn:iii· ,wh~n·, ~ · 1wqman/:~3:nre · 
up<to hlm ln·a club'and con- 1 

fl.d<J~ ~t~at. ;s,he th~ug~t.·s.h._e·r 

''" ~ 

I .. '.• I • .\' ,(0 I •i! r"1 

,•,was ·pregnant · •. :and . di!in't 
~,J know how "to gope wlth·.tJie 
: . .situation. ·· .. ., .'1t. 1 •' ,,', ·f'; · ti. "What ·~ could ·, '1 'reply?,,. 
· '~sjild;; Bu~ny. ~... . , , :- . ..., . t 

' "-I' : just '.told · her .I . had · 
• never been• ln \ trouble''. my .. • I 
· • self" : ··• ··· · · ·' · · - '· "· '""' . 
'_, o'ne thl.dg : Bunny'! !n8tsts' 
-' od ls remaining -In· drag. all · 
1. ttie time · he .Is' at , a show,. 

1.:, .: ,'.·SHATTERED .. : · 
.;:. . some.· nie?!-,' .. Johnny ,p~n~s 
, for example\ ,c;lo _tJ:ie OP,Po.'!ite, 

.1 1The}'., in~ist ;_ on'\: ma:klni('. ~n 
. _. appea~an,<:~."!!$.. :a· man,· a,t Jhe 
:· · begln~ing · ':ot" the ' night's 

1 show. Bµt not Bunny. · ' . 
." 1 · 'f I ·, tell ' all"_ my artists ' to 
·stay feminine 'all the • tlm·e," · 

··'he s'aid: ' ' ·.\· · •· , ' , · 
t~. "4udlences .... are\ so .:coq- ' 
,, vlncect; ·or.\want'; to be · con- " 
'.' vlnced,' that :you're : the· ·real'° 
:~~hl~_¢: :.:..J( 'sha.~.ters ',them1 to 
: BE\WSUd'denly' an ,ugly me;n•ln "' 
." glrf.s ''niake1up."" · · ". .. c • 

) 'lfe.: said:.that'/ecenti:{a't·; •' 

·club; where he · shared tHe 
· b1lllng with Wtnifred A.tw~ll, 
he tried · an ·experiment Jn:· 
showing his .real stde.1. .• 

"At th~ 'end o:t my ·act ·I 
.got' 8.• hold;' Of my 'wlg and 
made to ·t.ake ·lt · o:tr. , ·The 
audience literally screa:rqed 

, back at me,, ' Don't.do' lt.' ~. 
"They didn't· want "'to 11ee 

what I really ~ookect llke; · 
· "You· .do '· get some stag 

night audiences sboutfug, 
• Ge:rrem off,' bu~ I just reply 

~ that they would only Jbe see
·: lng . themselves · 1!'.w~, c;l~!'.!.'' , 
·: 'Accordh1Jr':"to -~;~ge'd'rie'· 
' Knapman,, secretary,,or· ;·the 
·; Entertainment Agents'· Asso-

ciation, ,drag is ·at 1ts· pea~ 
and. will eventually decline . .' 
. But In ' the meantl.qi.e,· it 1s' 
attracting scores of what he 
calls "·semi-pros." 

·· " .You,.,._h ·ea:r Incredible 
. figures o!· 50 and . 60" In· one 
city .al1;me," he· saJd . . ·" They 
do a )ob by . day · and · earn 
extra cash doing drag by 
night." · · 

Despite, th'e " forecast , that 
' ' ' . . 

' ~I J' ·'~.~·I {.>' '~ 1'14 ', :• ' 

th1(,crazE) ·;may ,d1e;w~th1n 1a. 
year .. all,'the ~ign~, are that 
1t 1s spreading·- to the most 

.' unlikely places. . :. · " 
. ·Ex meter - reader . B ltl 1 y 
·Carrol who, at 53, .. probably 
.Quallftes tor the title Queen 
Motl}er of Drag,, :pas !!.lready 
put on: one -. performance. .. Jn 

. a· bingo hall , at .Tooting. 
• ' I I was ·told not ' to be .on 

<~oi: ' more ... tnan / 15~ ~inutes, 
but " when · I had ~· finished' 

' they: were 'au '..shouting' for 
; an llP.!!O)'e. 1. There'll· be more 
· at " the bingo' halls; ·,you'll-
, see.'' ,, ~ . ·, .. - ~ ~ ~, , 1 • I 

·, Billy's epgagements ·vary. 
'.from ·. tlie · Ground .·' Rent. 
'·Tavern, In the London" work-· 

. ing-class district of Canning· 
"Town to the · ,Payl!ght Inn, 
; in .· the ; "superior " Ken't 

dormitory town ot ·Petts 
·wood. . , . 

. .'' PROPS ·. ; ... ' 
' ,. . ~ ., 

One ot the greatest prob:. 
; !ems. faclng , all. drag ·artist's 
· is · their prop~,. · ". ·, " , 

Many . ot thllm, like '1;3arry 
'. ·,Anthopy, ; ·,ma~.e ·; their· own, 
. dresses. ·' ' · . · .J • . · 

. ' 
:., • '. \ I . ' ' - { •. ;, .:I . ,• l , .. 

· David., Bishop gets · through .. ~ 
I . 24 feet. qf . Sellotap<i ' 'ip. i• ~qt ~.~'f.J.·~'f' 
t evening" in ' order · to make ""'i'l:' 
l sure' he 'does)l't bulge· !n. the. ~· 
1 wrong pl11-ce , wh,en .he ,doe~ .. , ... 

a. · strip act. · , ·, "·' 
. Then t,here, ·,is . the ~bust , ", 

1 proble~1 . Some use •tennis·; ."! 
balls or padded br~. Otners . 
US\l·:balloons filled. With pµ 
and .· birdseed. , .. "' G': .,. · - · 

!,, .· , Only rarely ' dot:l_S1 .anyone 
,t-'.go as .tar as Terry <Dur1"am 

·~·;' ;and . develop" his ' o_ 'wn ~w~th 
· · ': medical help · '· 'i.'f' •, i ·' 1-i · · ' 

~·; . .__J _ .· ; ~·, ~ V" . ·; r 11/_ .. i 
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