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I • 
TliE T A.ILOR HADE GIRJ,. I 

I somethlni:- About ,he Yoon:r Woman 
"fl'bo Started the ltlmte. 

It Is not i:enerall; known thnt. Miss Jobnstono 
.Bennett, tlie l·ouns: woman who ha:i met with 
such succoc;a in the farcicnl sketch, "Ja.no," is the 
original ot the .. tailor made $rlrL" It 'll"llS no 
p:i.ssing whim th:it impelled her to adopt the cut
away coat, the tn&nni.sh ha.t 11,nd '\"est, tbe high 
coll&r and foar in hand tie, for in spe:i.king to a 
reporter of the canses thti.t led up to the striking 
cha.nge in her apparel she snid: 

.. I ne'\'er could i:et a "·oman'!I ftammors or rib
bons und la.cos to look well nboat my neck an<l 
shoulders. so l sou;lit r~lief in a man's high 
collar and four in hand tie. To mo tb'lre was :i 
clres9incss in men's wo~r thnt feminine bow 
knots antl what nots could not apvroa.cb. I am 
credited with ueing the first woman to 11tart the 
fad, but I wu not conscious how far I hnd ,irone 
until I ne1t adopted the coat and vest of the Hege 
lords. There I paused, &nd sinco thnt time I 
ha.ve rested in my so called dres11 re,olution. Ex- 1 

cept for the extreme comCort a.nd &rtistic effect 1 

that I realized in m; ,esu and cuta.w11,ys, I would I 
ha-Te disca.rded them anu returned to the con'l"en
tional straight jacket styles with which I was 
afflicted before. '1.'h;, storl!l that bshion'a"Tot&ries 
raieetl a.bout my e:ir!I after my debut in vest ar
ra; took 6'1"(!1"')" form of misconstruction, but I 
trusted to time to eet me aright. I knew th3.t 
,vomen, as a. rule, are like shoep. rea.dy to follow 
e'Very i.lrift. of the fashion's tide, without a 
tboo.ght o! tht1 consequences to themselves. I 
kni,w agnm th:i.t thcr':! were some women who 
would. in their mail race after somo now style, 
scramble and scratch to set to the front and leai.l 
tho pell mell, in & new chase o.fter another craze 
in &notber direction. These ll'ere my con'\'ic
tion!I o.nd I havo bad the sa.tistnction or knowinir 
that they were repe:uedly upheld in the mtervsL 
Why, look at tho btest thing my sex is guilty 
of-that appropriation of a poor man·s suspond
ers. To m3 it is the ui:liest idea possihle Rntl 
totallr at variance with the- natty fold!! nnd 
C'Ul"\"e5 of the n:itty coa.t and Yest. '!'be only 
o.lar-.m that the ab,;urd suspen<lor:i now occasion 
m'3 h that tho rnen will tal;.o to wo:irin!C sup
port~rs in the 11nme wny. Dut I feel thnt die 
len~:Jl oC tile a~erage n111n·s C'Oat tn.ils will be a 
preventive against tho introduction to the pub
lic eye of his properly concealed brat?es: Noth
inst was further from m:r mincl than the ~eruation 
"'hich my dep..rture in costumo created. I batl 
consulted nn· own taste in tho matter, o.ntl beinll 
well contented with the freedom in movement 
that the ne"· attire Yoncbsafcu me, I brn,·o:l tho 
talk a:cd have quite survivcrL Perhnps, luLd I 

aen in private lite; instead of an actress, m)· fnd 
illht not h:r.ve been uoticou, and beinir icnorecl, 
hrht havo passed awo.y into oblivion, anwe-pt 

nd unsung. It is forto,nnte for fashion's guid
u: spirit that it remQ.ined for n meek yonng ac

rnio~ a. s1.l11rs of onl:, ezo a. ,\'eek to un
teal a march on it. While the whole 
s amused me riii:ht along, I ha'\'en't 
of tho diatin.,tion, eSJJecially when 
•n hall dragged forth tho anything 
,(iUe au,peudor from its well knolfll 


