OBSERVATIONS ON THE PHENOMENON OF TRANSGENDERISM
BY HEDESTHIA June 1978

An Oresnisstion representing Transvestites asnd Trens-sexusls throughout
New Zesland
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THERE asre several reassons why a person might Crossdress. The main ones

For @ thestricsl performsnce or revue.

As & disguise. \

A "Drsg Queen" mesy use 1t to sttrect snother person.

A Trensvestite to ensble them to express the feelings of the
opposite sex. - c

. A Trsns—-sexusl to express the feeling of belonging to the opposite
SeX.

°
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However, I will first give you some 1des of how traensvestism csme into
existence, then secondly, the purpose of HEDESTHIA.

Masculinity end femininity sre generally considered as being biologic-
elly determined, inseparsble from sex end therefore unchsngesble. We do not
believe this is so. Sex and Gender sre not the ssme thing. Sex is & mastter
of snstomy snd is determined by verious biologicsl fsctors. Gender on the
other hend, is & matter of psychology snd sociology. It is a social invent-
ion and gender roles are learned responses, culturally determined snd lsrgely
artificisl. The requirements for each role vary from culture to culture and
from one era to esnother. Thus we LEARN to be masculine or feminine because
our snatomical sex at birth dictates what role we should be trsined in. But
in cases of mistaken sexual identity, children have been resred in the
gender opposite to their true sex snd have learned to live the role sdequ-
ately. This indicstes that we sll hsve the capscity to be trained either way.

,, In view of this it should be obvious that in each of us there are
potentisls, trasits, telents, interests, snd charscteristics which could, if
the situstion were oDJTODfWOte, be develoned along the gender lines of thp
opposite sex.

This being the case it should be no surprise to reeslise thst in some
persons these potentiels are stronger snd nesrer the surface of the person-
glity thsn in others and that they seek expression. One of the principel
menifestestions of gender in our present society is clothing. It is natursl
therefore, that in those persons who heve & rsther lasrger quota of trsits
and interests, which in our culture, are those considered to be of the
opposite sex, will, in meny csses find it satisfying to express this phsese
of their personslity in the sttire which is sppropriste to their choice. VP.

Thus the phenomenon of TRANSVESTISM comes into existence.
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"HEDESTHIA ITSELRM

HEDESTHIA is 8 socisl gnd thersputic orgs nlSdthn thet exists for the
purpose of serving the specific needs of Transvestites, Trsns—-sexuals,
Androgynists end Hermsphrodites both msle end female. Cur term for
these people is Trsnspeople or Trensgenderists. Our genersl interpret-
etion of the terms is @s follows:

TRANSVESTITE One who expresses the feelings of the gender role of the
opposite sex to a greater or lesser degree.

TRANS=SEXUAL One who expresses the feeling of belonging to the gender
Role of the opposite sex to & greaster or lesser degree.

HERMAPHRODITE One who possesses the physical sttributes of both sexes
to a grester or lesser degree.
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PSEUDO-HERMAPHRODITE One who possesses the mentsl sttributes of
both sexes to0 a grester or lesser degree.
ANDROGYNIST One who finds compatibility in expressing the
alternate feelings of either sex to a greater
or lesser degree.
Of course, a person can be sny combination of these interpretations.
There is definitely no BLACK OR WHITE in the world of TRANSVESTIA, but
rether vaerying shedes of GREY.

It would seem however, that the factors which influence Hermasphrodites
eare prenstel whilst those of the Trans—sexuasl sre influenced between birth
eand puberty. Once the influenced gender becomes established it ususlly
remsins fixed for thé rest of the person's life. Physicsl sexusl sttributes
have little or no besring on the issue, in many cases only adding further
confusion. The Trensvestite differs somewhsat as it would sppesr that the
genderisation does not become fixed but rather oscillstes depending on the
gender feelings st the time. Transvestism slso covers the Fetishistic where
erotic stimulstion becomes the objectivity esnd Nsrcissusism where the
objectivity is to be found in the feminine crested. Both these latter ceses
would infer some degree of sexual immasturity.

HEDESTHIA achieves its sims by offering to members the opportunity of
meeting at & social level, in group doscussions of a thersputic nature
aided by educational teslks snd relsted tapes, and through s librery snd
megazine service to members. It slso offers counselling services and various
other minor services as related to a person's gender preferences and
persuasions. Communicstion is considered an sll-important facet especally
es meny members live in smsll towns without direct contsct with other
members, snd to this end & bi-monthly megazine celled "Traens-Scribe" is
published. Through it, the views, news and gossip of the orgsnisstion is
circulated to all members.

Hedesthia slso lisses with welfsre groups, Social and Medical groups,
lational Gay Rights Co-~alition, Probstion Officers, Youthline, Lifeline,
Merrisge Guidence Counsellors, Mentel Heelth people, Comiunity Heslth, The
Nationsl Society on Alcoholism and Drug Dependsncy, snd oversess groups.

To facilitate the function of HEDESTHIA, we have established Regional
Aress, esch with its own Chapter or the potentisl for one. Zach Chapter is
controlled in s semi-sutonomous menner by the Area Co-ordinstor who in turn
relates to HEDESTHIA CENTRAL whose function is to direct snd co-relste
policies and activities as a whole.

Should you hsesve sny enquiries, or would like to discuss this
phenomenon further, plesse feel free to contact:

-

HEDESTHTA CENTRAL
P.0. BOX 78-026
Grey Lynn
AUCKLAND 2,




