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'MORE TO~ETHER THAN MOST PEOPLE'-Doris Richards before undergoing transformation at Stanford center, and as _Steve Dain. 

WOMAN-TO-MAN TRANSFORMATION DIVIDES TOWN 

T 
BY BELLA STUMBO 

Times Staff Writer 

EMERYVILLE, Calif.-After 36 
years, Doris Richards got tired of be­
ing a woman. 

It was a gradual thing. 
Standing in her bathroom each 

morning, she yearned with increasing 
fervor to throw away all the blue 
eyeshadow and black mascara, all the 
hair sprays, the tweezers, the per­
fumes. 

Moving to her closet, jammed wit~ 
bright, frilly mini-dresses, she began 
to hallucinate about a great bonfire 
which would rid her of all those ruf­
fles and ribbons and bows forever. 

And, finally, it was physical too. 
She'd eaten so much yogurt and let­
tuce, just to keep her muscles from 
bulging, that she was practically 
starving. 

The burning stench of hair remov -
ers began to nauseate her. 

And she was tired of shaving so 
close it hurt, then searing her chin 
with an astringent to close the pores, 
which she had to plaster with pan­
cake makeup anyway to hide the in­
evitable 5 o'clock shadow. 

And so, one day Doris Richards, a 
girls' physical education teacher at 
Emery High School for 10 years, de­
cided to take action. 

She took six months sick leave 
from her job and went to Stanford 
University where, after an exhaustive 
series of tests, she began the process 
of becoming aman- v • 

When Steve Dain, complete with 
beard· and moustache, first appeared 
·at Emery High last summer, reaction 
ran the gamut from simple curiosity 
to downright horror. 

"Christ," exclaims one administra­
tor. "When she took sick leave, we all 
just figured she had some kind of, 
well, female problem." He grins at 
the irony of it. "But we sure as hell 
never figured she was having a prob­
lem being a female!" 

Dain sat down with several dozen 
summer students in the school cafe­
teria and explained that doctors at 
Stanford's Gender Dysphoria Center 
haaae!ermined that, in his case, the 
male gender had always predominat­
ed. In short, he was a man trapped by 
a fluke of nature in a woman's body. 

~'And most of the kids who were . 
there accepted it," says Tamara Sut­
ton, 16, a former student of Doris 
Richards. "I mean, everybody always 
loved Miss Richards, and it was still 
thP ~~mP nPr.(:nn ~hP-hP-im:t 

FAN-Steve Dain applauds team at an Emery High football game. 
Times photos by Boris Yaro 

by Berkeley to the north, Oakland to guage is f orthright-Stommel leans 
the south. forward in his chair, his blue eyes 

Many outraged parents, some sparkling with amusement, as his 
armed with Bibles, declare that Steve voice slides to a hushed, intimate lev­
Dain has violated God's laws, that he el. 
is not a he, or e~ but a thing, and "Well, then, o.-....-~ b ! Ju t 

y • o ra e avin uc-.--.=-=what is 1t? It bad a double mastecto-
creature teat'lh their children. my, it's taking male hormones and it 

Other parents, equally impassioned, grew a beard. But does it have the 
shout back that what Doris Richards other male equipment? Can it produce 
chose to do to her body is nobody's sperm? Or does it still have a clitoris?" 
business but her own. His own. A split second pause is all he needs. 

Furthermore, they declare, Doris Slapping his knees, he falls back into 
Richards had been one of Emery his chair, guffawing. 
High's most respected teachers-the "Aha!" he pounces. "You don't 
only physical education teacher in know either! So how, I ask you, can 
anybody's memory to be voted we have her, or him, or whatever it 
Teacher of the Year by the students is, teaching kids at Emery High?" 
-and there is no reason to suppose It isn't really a question. 
that Steve Dain would not be the 
same. 

Students, most reflecting their 
parents' views, have taken sides, too. 
And now Emeryville school board 

Emery High students, 
like their parents, have 
taken sides on the.issue. 

meetings, formerly routine and ill-at­
tended affairs, are sometimes packed 
with oeoole who sit sullenlv. side bv 

"And, try this on for size," Stammel 
rushes on, grinning good-naturedly. 
"What toilet do I send her into? Do I 
have to have one that says 'Men Only' 
one saying 'Women Only' and one for 
'Dain Only'?" Then, "I mean, would 
you want your little girl in the pow­
der room with her ... ?" 

Stammel starts to chuckle, then 
thinks better of it. Actually, he ad­
mits, it isn't entirely a laughing mat• 
ter-especially since the scho9l dis­
trict has already lost the opening 
round of the legal battle. 

At first, the board had tried to fire 
T'\. '. J , 1. ~ J 

people going 
their breasts!" 

But, what 
tommel, grinn • 
e. 

If Stommel is outspoken in his op .. 
position to Steve Dain, Bettie Sutton, 
32, the dissenting school board memC. 
ber, is equally ardent in her defense 
of the suspended teacher. 

In fact, declares Mrs. Sutton, Steve 
Dain would never have even become 
a community issue if it hadn't been 
for Stammel. . 

"I simply cannot believe what's 
happened here," fumes Mrs. Sutton, a 
statuesque blonde divorce~ who 

• works as a meat packer t<> sµpport 
her three children,. two' ()f. them 
Emery High students. • ~ 

"Our own superintendent has de­
liberately instigated alarm among the 
parents and encouraged snickers and 
ridicule from the students. He's the 
most unprofessional superintendent 
we've ever had." 

Stammel, she says, "was going 
around, even into student meetings, 
and bringing up the subject of ~teve 
Dain every chance he got. And his at­
titude was always one of 'Don't wor­
ry, folks, we'll protect you.' " 

And, Mrs. Sutton declares, Stammel 
fanned the flames by spreading ru­
mors about Dain. 

"Once, for example, he told rne that 
n ass ow1 ge-

nitals to some girls. Another time, he 
said he'd heard complaints that Steve 
was fondling the girls ... but he~d 
never give me any names, no sohd 
evidence at all.'' 

( "Sure, I told her that-and every 
other board member, too," Stammel 
readily admits. "But it's not rumor. 
It's a fact that a couple of parents 
have complained to me that Dain has 
been guilty on occasion of, well, some 
'show-and-tell' stuff. Indecent expo­
sure. But I won't give their names be­
cause they asked me not to.") 

Stommel's public allegation that 
Dain had taken several students to his 
home last summer without parental 
permission particularly angers Mrs. 
Sutton. . 

"Since my daughter was ·among 
them, I know for a fact that every one 
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Some have come to this 
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they have a legitimate inte 
agenda for the evening. 

Other are here just in case 
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aid ~ers~lf that she'd just 
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!acher. "My gosh, she co 

the first tmre i.llac ar cc .. 



'MORE TOGETHER THAN MOST -PEOPLE'-Doris Richards before undergoing transformation at Stanford center, and as Steve Dain. 

WOMAN-TO-MAN TRANSFORMATION DIVIDES TOWN 

BY BELLA STUMBO 
Times Staff Writer 

EMERYVILLE, Calif.-After 36 
years, Doris Richards got tired of be­
ing a woman. 

It was a gradual thing. 
Standing in her bathroom each 

morning, she yearned with increasing 
fervor to throw away all the blue 
eyeshadow and black mascara, all the 
hair sprays, the tweezers, the per~ 
fumes. 

Moving to her closet, jammed with_ 
bright, frilly mini-dresses, she began 
to hallucinate about a great bonfire 
which would rid her of all those ruf­
fles and ribbons and bows forever. 

And, finally, it was physical too. 
She'd eaten so much yogurt and let­
tuce, just to keep her muscles from 
bulging, that she was practically 
starving. 

The burning stench of hair remov -
ers began to nauseate her. 

And she was tired of shaving so 
close it hurt, then searing her chin 
with an astringent to close the pores, 
which she had to plaster with pan­
cake makeup anyway to hide the in­
evitable 5 o'clock shadow. FAN-Steve Dain applauds team at an Emery High football game. 

Times photos by Boris Yaro And so, one day Doris Richards, a 
girls' physical education teacher at 
Emery High School for 10 years, de- by Berkeley to the north, Oakland to guage is forthright-Stammel leans 
cided to take action. the south. . forward in his chair, his blue eyes 

She took six months sick leave Many outraged parents, some sparkling with amusement, as his 
from her job and went to Stanford armed with Bibles, declare that Steve voice slides to a hushed, intimate lev­
University where, after an exhaustive Dain has violated God's laws, that he el 
series of tests, she began the process is not a he, o , ut thing, an "Well, then 
f becoming ama V )~'r •~c=';';'o-4hP.V:;;,'WU1,.notFattll~71Ivini~ch'"'"r,7whai-is 1t? '.n1W...-ttod<>iulbb~Je;1mrriaaisrtEtecto-

When Steve Dain, complete with 
beard· and moustache, first appeared 
at Emery High last summer, reaction 
ran the gamut from simple curiosity 
to downright horror. • 

"Christ," exclaims one administra­
tor. "When she took sick leave, we all 
just figured she had some kind of, 
well, female problem." He grins at 
the irony of it. "But we sure as hell 
never figured she was having a prob­
lem being a female!" 

Dain sat down with several dozen 
summer students in the school caf e­
teria and explained that doctors at 
Stanford's Gender Dysphoria Center 
had"ae!ermined that, in his case, the 
male gender had always predominat­
ed. In short, he was a man trapped by 
a fiuke of nature in a woman's body. 

"And most of the kids who were . 
there accepted it," says Tamara Sut­
ton, 16, a former student of Doris 
Richards. "I mean, everybody always 
loved Miss Richards, and it was still 
the same person. She-he-just 
looked different, that's all." 

By the time the meeting ended, 
says Miss Sutton, most students 
weren't even having trouble with 
pronouns anymore. 

Miss Richards had become Mr. 
Dain. 

"Some of the kids came up and 
kissed me," recalls Dain. "And, al­
though they were all curious about 
. the details of the sex-change opera­
tion itself, practically every one of 
them asked m wo questions: First 

creature teich their children. my. it's taking male hormones and it 
Other parents, equally impassioned, grew a beard. But does it have the 

shout back that what Doris Richards other male equipment? Can it produce 
chose to do to her body is nobody's sperm? Or does it still have a clitoris?" 
business but her own. His own. A split second pause is all he needs. 

Furthermore, they declare, Doris Slapping his knees, he falls back into 
Richards had been one of Emery his chair, guffawing. 
High's most respected teachers-the "Aha!" he pounces. "You don't 
only physical education teacher in know either! So how, I ask you, can 
anybody's memory to be voted we have her, or him, or whatever it 
Teacher of the Year by the students is, teaching kids at Emery High?" 
-and there is no reason to suppose It isn't really a question. 
that Steve Dain would not be the 1 

same. 
Students, most reflecting their 

parents' views, have taken sides, too. 
And now Emeryville school board 

Emery High students, 
like their parents, have 
taken .sides on the issue. 

meetings, formerly routine and ill-at­
tended affairs, are sometimes packed 
with people who sit sullenly, side _by 
side in the small board room, refusmg 
to even speak to former associates. 

It did absolutely nothing to allay 
tensions and anger when the school 
board voted Ocl 14 to suspend Steve 
Dain on grounds of "immoral con­
duct" and "unfitness." 

Because, in the first place, board 
members themselves were bitterly at 
odds, voting 3 to 1, with the president 
abstaining . 

And, in the second place, en ?U . -
ed b his rters Steve Dam 1s 

"And, try this on for size," Stommel 
rushes on, grinning good-naturedly. 
"What toilet do I send her into? Do I 
have to have one that says 'Men Only' 
one saying 'Women Only' and one for 
'Dain Only'?° Then, "I mean, would 
you want your little girl in the pow­
der room with her ... ?" 

Stammel starts to chuckle, then 
thinks better of it. Actually, he ad­
mits, it isn't entirely a laughing mat­
ter-especially since the school dis­
trict has already lost the opening 
round of the legal battle: 

At first, the board had tried to fire 
Dain, not just suspend him. But an 
Alameda County Superior Court judge 
ruled that not only had the board act­
ed illegally (Dain had not received 
the required 30 days advance notice), 
it afso owed Dain two months back 
pay. • 

Now the stage is set for round two, 
a mandatory hearing on the eviden -
tiary merits of the suspension. 

Stamm 1 o nd absolutely grim as 
he describes what could happen if 

people going around 
their breasts!" 

But, what the he 
Stommel, grinning a ain ne1 e 

If Stammel is outspoken in his op­
position to Steve Dain, Bettie Sutton. 
32, the dissenting school board mem[. 
ber, is equally ardent in her defense 
of the suspended teacher. 

In fact, declares Mrs. Sutton, Steve 
Dain would never have even become 
a community issue if it hadn't been 
for Stommel. -

"I simply cannot believe what's 
happened here," fumes Mrs. Sutton, a . 
statuesque olonde divorcee who· 
works as a meat packer to support 
her three children~ two· of· them 
Emery High students. • . 

"Our own superintendent has de­
liberately instigated alarm among the 
parents and encouraged snickers and 
ridicule from the students. He's the 
most unprofessional superintendent 
we've ever had." 

Stommel, she says, "was going 
around, even into student meetings, 
and bringing up the subject of Steve 
Dain every chance he got. And his at­
titude was always one of 'Don't wor­
ry, folks, we'll protect you.'" 

And, Mrs. Sutton declares, Stammel 
fanned the flames by spreading ru­
mors about Dain. 

"Once, for example, he told rne that 

nitals to some girls. Anothe time, he 
said he'd heard complaints that Steve 
was fondling the girls ... but he'd 
never give me any names, no solid 
evidence at all." 

( "Sure, I told her that-and every 
other board member, too," Stommel 
readily admits. "But it's not rumor. 
It's a fact that a couple of parents 
have complained to me that Dain has 
been guilty on occasion of, well, some 
'show-and-tell' stuff. Indecent expo. 
sure. But I won't give their names be­
cause they asked me not to.") 

Stommel's public allegation that 
Dain had taken several students to his 
home last summer without parental 
permission particularly angers Mrs. 
Sutton. 

"Since my daughter was among 
them, I know for a fact that every one 
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BY BELLA STUMBO 
Times Staff Writer 

EMERYVILLE, Calif.-After 36 
years, Doris Richards got tired of be­
ing a woman. 

It was a gradual thing. 
Standing in her bathroom each 

morning, she yearned with increasing 
fervor to throw away all the blue 
eyeshadow and black mascara, all the 
hair sprays, the tweezers, the per­
fumes. 

Moving to her closet, jammed with. 
bright, frilly mini-dresses, she began 
to hallucinate about a great bonfire 
which would rid her of all those ruf­
fles and ribbons and bows forever. 

And, finally, it was physical too. 
She'd eaten so much yogurt and let­
tuce, just to keep her muscles from 
bulging, that she was practically 
starving. 

The burning stench of hair remov­
ers began to nauseate her. 

And she was tired of shaving so 
close it hurt, then searing her chin 
with an astringent to close the pores, 
which she had to plaster with pan­
cake makeup anyway to hide the in­
evitable 5 o'clock shadow. FAN-Steve Dain applauds team at an Emery High football game. 

Times photos by Boris Yaro 

people going around chopping off 
their breasts!" 

But, what the hell,, concludes 
Stommel, grinning again, neither does 
he. •• .\ 

If Stommel is outspoken in his op◄ ' 

position to Steve Dain, Bettie Sutton, 
32, the dissenting school board memt:. 
ber, is equally ardent in her defense 
of the suspended teacher. 

In fact, declares Mrs. Sutton, Steve 
Dain would never have even become 
a community issue if it hadn't been 
for Stammel. 

"I simply cannot believe what's 
happened here." fumes Mrs. Sutton, a 
statuesque blonde divorce.e who 

• works as a meat packer, to sµpport 
her three children, two of them 
Emery High students. 

"Our own superintendent has de­
liberately instigated alarm among the 
parents and encouraged snickers and 
ridicule from the students. He's the 
most unprofessional superintendent 
we've ever had.,, 

And so, one day Doris Richards, a 
girls' physical education teacher at 
Emery High School for 10 years, de- by Berkeley to the north, Oakland to guage is forthright-Stammel leans 
cided to take action. the south. . forward in his chair, his blue eyes 

Stammel, she says, "was going 
around, even into student meetings, 
and bringing up the subject of Steve 
Dain every chance he got. And his at­
titude was always one of 'Don't wor­
ry, folks, we'll protect you.'" 

She took six months sick leave Many outraged parents, some sparkling with amusement, as his 
from her job and went to Stanford armed with Bibles, declare that Steve voice slides to a hushed, intimate lev­
University where, after an exhaustive Dain has violated God's laws, that he el 

And, Mrs. Sutton declares, Stammel 
fanned the flames by spreading ru­
mors about Dain. 

series of tests, she began the p_ro:,c;;c:-e,ss~:;....tis,hin~"'or.;t;wa·ilhlren,1001:~1 ing, h __ d,,,.,,..,.~w·--"aWt ~~'1tlJ1. enlt ado""' ... ·""d""'o""u'"""bl-e bmast'ecJto: of becoming a man- teve D ·n:"' o r e ng uc a .., a 

"Once, for example, he told me that 
I , 

nitals to some girls. Another time, he 
said he'd heard complaints that Steve 
was fondling the girls ... but he'.d 
never give me any names, no sohd 
evidence at all." 

When Steve Dain, complete with 
beard· and moustache, first appeared 
at Emery High last summer, reaction 
ran the gamut from simple curiosity 
to downright horror. • 

"Christ," exclaims one administra­
tor. "When she took sick leave, we all 
just figured she had some kind of, 
well, female problem." He grins at 
th'.e irony of it. "But we sure as hell 
never figured she was having a prob­
lem being a female!" 

Dain sat down with several dozen 
summer students in the school cafe­
teria and explained that doctors at 
Stanford's Gender Dysphoria Center 
hadae!ermined that, in his case, the 
male gender had always predominat­
ed. In short, he was a man trapped by 
a fluke of nature in a woman's body. 

"And most of the kids who were . 
there accepted it," says Tamara Sut­
ton, 16, a former student of Doris 
Richards. "I mean, everybody always 
loved Miss Richards, and it was still 
tne same person. She-he-just 
looked different, that's all." 

By the time the meeting ended, 
says Miss Sutton, most students 
weren't even having trouble with 
pronouns anymore. 

Miss Richards had become Mr. 
Dain. 

"Some of the kids came up and 
kissed me," recalls Dain. "And, al­
though they were all curious about 
the details of the sex-change opera­
tion itself, practically every one of 

em a qu ions: ·rst, 
was I happier? And, second, when 
was I coming back to school? They all 
just assumed I'd be back ... " 

That was last summer. 

Since then, all hell has broken loose 
in Emeryville, a small, industrial en­
clave of about 4,000 just across the 
bridge from San Francisco, bounded. 

creature teach their children. my, it's taking male hormones and it 
Other parents, equally impassioned, grew a beard. But does it have the 

shout back that what Doris Richards other male equipment? Can it produce 
chose to do to her body is nobody's sperm? Or does it still have a clitoris?" 
business but her own. His own. A split second pause is all he needs. 

Furthermore, they declare, Doris Slapping his knees, he falls back into 
Richards had been one of Emery his chair, guffawing. 
High's most respected teachers-the "Aha!" he pounces. "You don't 
only physical education teacher in know either! So how, I ask you, can 
anybody's memory to be voted we have her, or him, or whatever it 
Teacher of the Year by the students is, teaching kids at Emery High?" 
-and there is no reason to suppose It isn't really a question. 
that Steve Dain would not be the 
same. 

Students, most reflecting their 
parents' views, have taken sides, too. 
And now Emeryville school board 

"And, try this on for size," Stommel 
rushes on, grinning good-naturedly. 
"What toilet do I send her into? Do I 
have to have one that says 'Men Only' 
one saying 'Women Only' and one for 
'Dain Only'?" Then, "I mean, would 
you want your little girl in the pow­
der room with her . . . ?" 

Stommel starts to chuckle, then 

( "Sure, I told her that-and every 
other board member, too," Stammel 
readily admits. "But it's not rumor. 
It's a fact that a couple of parents 
have complained to me that Dain has 
been guilty on occasion of, well, some 
'show-and-tell' stuff. Indecent expo­
sure. But I won't give their names be­
cause they asked me not to.") 

Stommel's public allegation that 
Dain had taken several students to his 
home last summer without parental 
permission particularly angers Mrs. 
Sutton. • 

"Since my daughter was among 
them, I know for a fact that every one 
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Emery High students, 

like their parents, have 
taken sides on the issue. thinks better of it. Actually, he ad-__ r·:·:·;•····· .. .-::·:::·:·:".'···,.•,•.«•:.,.•~,-,.·,.,. . .,,.,.,..•.·,, ... 

mits, it isn't entirely a laughing mat- { 
ter-especially since the sch09l dis- J 
trict has already lost the opening t 
round of the legal battle. J meetings, formerly routine and ill-at­

tended affairs, are sometimes packed 
with people who sit sullenly, side _by 
side in the small board room, refusmg 
to even speak to former associates. 

It did absolutely nothing to allay 
tensions and anger when the school 
board voted Oct. 14 to suspend Steve 
Dain on grounds of "immoral con­
duct" and "unfitness." 

Because, in the first place, board 
members themselves were bitterly at 
odds, voting 3 to 1, with the president 
abstaining. 

And, in the second lac , . .-
aged by his supporters, Steve Dam 1s 
waging a determined legal battle to 
get his job back. 

Chief among Dain's antagonist~ is 
Dr. Lewis Stammel, Emeryville 
school superintendent and principal 
of Emery High. 

A jovial, middle-aged man-:whose 
convictions are as firm as his Ian -

At first, the board had tried to fire ::; 
Dain, not just suspend him. But an f 
,Alameda County Superior Court judge 
ruled that not only had the board act­
ed illegally (Dain had not received 
the required 30 days advance notice), 
it afso owed Dain two months back 
pay. • 

Now the stage is set for round two, 
a mandatory hearing on the eviden­
tiary merits of the suspension. 

oun s absolutely grim as ,s 

~f e1een2~~in~~at could ~appen if Ill 

"They'll be coming out of the clos- • ~ 
ets everywhere, thousands of them - { 
transsexuals, transvestites and every r 
other weirdo-all demanding 'teach- )[· 
ing jobs. Every school in America will 1 
have to fight them." :,: 

If Steve Dain loses, Stommel says 
he intends to then sue Dain, alleging 
that he defrauded the Emeryville 
School District. 

"The question the courts are going 
to have to resolve," says Stammel, "is 
whether these people, transsexuals, 
are legitimately ill. And, if Doris 
Richards wasn't ill during those six 
months we paid her sick leave salary, 

1 then she owes the taxpayers around 
$12,()()()." 

But, he continues, although the 
cause is a good one, he is deeply sorry 
that Emery High has become a na­
tionally publicized guinea pig in such 
a sordid legal hassle. 

Because of the kids. The students 
at Emery, he says, simply don't have 
the sophistication tJ handle it . 
. "Remember, this is the East Bay, 

not San Francisco. And trying to 
compare them is like, well, like com­
paring Watts to Beverly Hills." 

Emeryville, he says somberly, "is 
still just a little industrial c.ommuni~y, 
predominantely black, f1lle~ with 
broken families and confused kids . . . 

MASCULINE LOOK-Steve Dain displays musculature of his back. 
''And I'm telling you, kids here just 

don't understand this hanky panky of 



tinued fr: St!ANG~lifi~~~~~~!n?~ustl~~~y~t of it, let her 
those girls had permission," she and physi_ology, so I just assumed he'd do h~r own httle thmg. Until I started 
Jares, smiling wryly at her own be reinstated without any flap ... " hearing all these rumors and lies, and 

i dignation. She laughs softly. As a matter of it just incensed me." 
• Actually, she says, she originally fact, she adds, "I thought, heck, this Unlike Mrs. Sutton, other board 

d'dn't intend to even get involved. will even be a good thing-a valuable members are reluctant to discuss the 
In the first place, she didn't think educational experience for the kids." Dain affair publicly. 

t ere would be any need. Then,. when a fla~ be~an to devel- Board President Felix Capellino, for 
"Sure, when Steve first appeared op, Bett~e Sutton stm tried to keep a example, who abstained in the sus-

efore the board, we were all sur- low profile. pension vote, smiles sheeplishly as 
prised," she says. "But I honestly "My daughter Tamara loved Miss Mrs. Sutton speaks, but refuses to 
didn't expect any problems. Doris Richards, so she was passing around comment. 
lhchards was an excellent teacher, petitions and demonstrating . . . but I Another member, Flo Bi elow, 

~-------=in:-'n%Vvt,, 1,V -:i..nug .... J. (l\,\,C}Jl. 1.--XIt: 

. person as a very fine teacher, and I 
frankly think this is an educational 
opportunity-for adults as well as 
students if they would only take ad­
vantage of it!" 

fwnbles uncomfortably for words and 
sounds almost apologetic. 

"Well, I've always been knowh as a 
personal liberal, and, I mean, I don't 
think a person should walk through 
hell if he can find his true identity," 
says Ms. Bigelow, a frail, weary-look­
ing woman who is a local bartender. 

But, she adds, despite her "compas­
sion for pe ple like Mr. Dain," the 
board ''has a duty to the parents, too, 
to let this go through the legalities." 

The room, as usual, lately is filled 
to overflowing with adults and stu­
dents. Several others sit in the lobby 
outside where hey can hear but not 
see. Most are bl ck. 

Some have come to this meeting of 
the Emeryville school board because 
they have a legitimate interest in the 
agenda for the evening. 

Other are here just in case the issue 
of Steve Dam comes up. 

Carol Cheechov, a big woman in a 
print housedress, whose daughter is 
16, is here on business. As far as she's 
concerned, Do • s Richards is dead. "I 
just don't think there's anything the 
kids can learn from him," says Mrs. 
Cheechov quietly ... "My daughter 
said herself th t she'd just bust out 
laughing in a class with her, the way 
she is now." 

But, Mrs. Cheechov adds, Miss 
Richards had been a wonderful 
teacher. "My gosh, she could really 

relate to kids. She brought my owti 
girl up from straight F's in P.E. ~ 
first year to straight A's the second.' 

Juanita Forester, an Emeryville 
preschool teacher who also heads t 
Emeryville Teachers Assn., is aslced 
about Dain, perhaps for the IOOt 
time. She draws her breath and visi­
bly composes her short, direct s~!;:. 
ment: . . -~' .t 

"As president of the ETA,'_I suppui:1. 
Steve Dain's right to return to a ten• 
ured t~achipg position in the·Emery;. 
ville school system." . · .. 

She wants to leave it at that and 
elaborates only reluctantly. '.'Who'J . 
to say whether he's unfit to teach or 
not, except a doctor. Certainly no -

Please Turn to Pare 3,-Col. 
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d p comfortable as a man then they take teaching. All this other stuff is isolat-
~qnhnue rom econ age . h' d for it and they're happy for ed, passe. This is 1976, not 1916. 
Superintendent Stommel. I mean,_ I h~~ w;!riod,, ' "And all this crap about sophistica-
may have ~ hart murmur, or a bram i I~side th~ board room, a tall, hand- tion. I tell you, this d~esn't bother 
tum~r · · · . . some boy who refuses to give his ki~s here. Hell, ~~.ack kids were born 

Fmally, with a small resigned name says he thinks Steve Dain is domg the Watusi! 
smile, Juanita Forester, a pet!te soft- "sick" and "having him in class now Mrs. ~avis, ~ slender_black_woman 
spoken woman stops studying her would just turn education into a cir- dressed m a shnky white kmt dress, 
fingernails and, with direct, half-an- cus,, leaned close, pointing to her hair. It 
gry gaze, adds: . • was a huge platinum bouffant wig and 

"Besides, it i$ 1976! New thmgs Behind him, another black mother the effect was, to say the least, unu-
;happen every day ... We've been to agrees, somewhat timidly. "You just sual. • 
the Moon, to Mars . . . I accept the wait and see. They try to put him "See this?" she challenged. "Well, I 

. person as a very fine teacher, ~nd I back in this school and there's gonna got a dozen wigs, even a purple one, 
frankly. think this is an educational be a battle like you never saw be- and I wear 'em because I like to look 

f dul 11 fore,." h opportunity- or a ts as we as different!" She wore the r inestone 
students if they would only take ad- In the lobby, Alfred Avelino, a pasted between her eyes for the same 
vantage of it!'' Teamster whose niece attends reason, she added. 

Emery, and La Condra Davis, an Oak- "And, now maybe some people 

Wilina Blow, a huge black woman 
whose children have all attended 
Emery and who plans to run for the 
school board next year, laughs out 
loud and applauds Juanita Forester's 
last statement. 

think I'm a sidewalk hostess, honey­
:·:.. .... > .,.:"\,..,:,:'/ .... \:.:.:-:,:,:,·*~~~,.·:,:t~=:.w,/':.::,::,/',:·/·"'" bunch, but nobody says a damned 

word where I work, and you know 
why? Because I do a damned good job! 
And that's exactly the way it should 
be with Steve Dain." 

•'Good lord, the man's a tremendous 
teacher! He's taught three of my kids 
and I've known him for 10 years, and 
he's on the ball, more together than 
)riost people. That's why the kids 
have always loved him. 
· "Heavens, people talk about stu­
dents here not being sophisticated 
_enough to ~andle it, and ~hat's just 
plain insultmg! These kids know 
what> s going on in the world. And, 
they're smarter than most adults. 
'They know that the outside has 
'.changed, but the person inside is the 
'same. And, if he says ~e's just more 

The Teachers Assn. 
president supports 
Dain's right to return. 

. • , . , w1 Just e going around gig 
glmg and wondering whats under her clothes. It's just na 
tural." 

"Amen," says somebody in 
room. 

I Still, says Donna Hancox, almost defensively, "Mr. D • 
I 
I 
&.~«< .... v/.\'?e·--····..-.-...-••• -....... :::•·❖·••···:·,:.;.··•·•-:t ~-❖-•-·•❖ .. X ·:•···:··~(:·••:--· ~..-.·-,::,..z • k .... 1;»: ?:?:t.+:r+r:rr:w-:~9:½~ 

"She was the best teacher... I' 
: take any class he teaches now . . . 

Doris Richards may have been, as one male teacher p 
it, "just about the cutest little pixie gal I ever saw." 

But, apart from being a little short (no more than 
feet-4), Steve Dain is an attractive man, too. 

I His features are pleasantly re ular, his eyes are st 
kingly blue, he has a full h ad o well-81Yled. sandy 

eaked only slightly with y, and, now freed of t 
~ to keep his figure at eminine ll0 pounds, his 1 d 
pound ~rame is well-devel enough· to make even on 
profess1~1?,al muscl~-b1;1ilder oQk twice in respect. ,ty 

And, Just _as Doris R1char s was universally acclaimed • 
a '."arm, friendly person, easy to be atound, so is Ste a· 
Dam. ~ all 

In fact, says Dain, the only major differences are th. of, 
~ Ste':e Dain is ~ore relaxed than Doris Richards, who us at 
• ~ bite her nails, and Steve Dain is also rnore open abo hell 
~ bis personal feelings than Doris Richards ever was. ,rob-

i "It wasn't simply that I always had ~o many male phys:0z~ 
cal characteristics, like the heavy musclllature and t caf at 
be~rd that finally made me go to Stanford for help," he e s ter 
p~ams sitting inside his home in Union City, near Erner enthe 
ville. ! t 

_"J ~lways had male drives ~motionally, too. Like sex 1~ab • 

I tried 1t ~1th men! of course-:m ~act, I _was even marri edy. y 
for a while-but 1t wasn't sattsfymg. So, I, ·decided I mu 0 

, be a lesbian. But sex with other women wasn't right eith 
1 • • ." • . 0 were • 

Smiling almost sadly, Dain glanced acr~~ the room t ra Su\­
ward Pat Costello, a professional bowler who's nea~f Dons 

1 'twice his size. With the exception of a few months W'h alwars 
1noris Richards tried marriage, Ms. Costello has b,een rwas ~till 
1
best friend and roommate for years, says Dain. ,he-1ust 

, • ~'And so, naturally, people constantly accused us of bt 
ing lesbians," he says, sighing. "But, what most peoJllg ended, 
can't understand is that a true homosexual finds all t1 students 
,physical characteristics of the opposite sex offensive. Ifuble with 
were a homosexu~l, I'd never have wanted to change n 
5ex, and Pat certainly wouldn't have wanted me to, eithe~come Mr. 

Pleas Turn to Page 3, Col ' d 
me up an 

r-:-~----------~~:......-------. "And, al-
1 , • 0 ll curious about 

though they wer\!x-change opera· 
the details of th~ allY every on~ of 
tion itself, prac ic que ions: rst, 
them asked . d second, when 
was l happier? An , chaol'? TheY all 

S 1 coming back to sk " wa , be bac • • • 

~ Sexual Ide 
him with moral support, they are not the 
Dai1! is suing !he district to get his job back. 

"On a purely practical level, if I let a ban 
discharge me on grounds of unfitness and 

1 duct, I'll never be able to get a teaching j 
where," says Dain. "My entire future is in 
ivlihood ... " 

He also hopes his case will help enlight 
public about transsexuality. 

His mood is no longer even remotely light­
"Y ou know, the board suspended mes· 
as honest about having a sex operation/' he 
"But I wonder what they would have do 

;topped shaving and started dressing like a 
~alled myself Doris Richards, the same wo 
ier if Emeryville's educators would have • 
.er?" • 

And Steve Dain laughs. But, for the first • 
100n, it was a bleak, bitter sound. 



reach r SRarks Battl~ Over New Sexual Ide. n ... t.1ty1::i:i~ 
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Continuec1 fr()m 4th Par For months after he had become Steve Dain, for in- him with moral support, they are not the reason Steve 
Dain, who quite often jokes about his own notoriety, stance, "I had trouble remembering my name. I constantly Dain is suing the district to get his job back. 

suddenly laughs softly. "But, you can't win," he says. "Be- ~~~sed my pronouns. I couldn't get used to being called "On a purely practical level, if I let a handful of people 
ause now those same gossips think I whtmsically decided discharge me on grounds of unfitness and immoral con-

to become a man because Pat wasn't a lesbian!" Added to that, Dain says, grinning, it took months after duct, I'll never be able to get a teaching job again any-
' He continuM, remembering, ''One night I went down to he stopped having menstrual periods-a result of hormone where," says Dain. "My entire future is in jeopardy, my 
the local McDonald's, alone, just to get a hamburger. And I injections-to get over the ingrained panic that, "Good livlihood ... " 
:mddenly found that I simply couldn't get out of the car. grief, I'm pregnant!" He also hopes his case will help enlighten the general 
;Because, except for times when I was dressed up in lace On the other hand, says Steve Dain, suddenly sobering, public about transsexqality. 
and a pound of makeup, I'd been called a 'bull dyke' and much of what's happened to him is not funny at all. His mood is no longer even remotely light-hearted. 
~ven 'sir' for so long that, I guess, it finally just paralyzed "Probably tM worst thing about doing this," he says, "is "You know, the board suspended me simply because I 
me. Anyway, that's the night I knew I needed help ... " that you go into it absolutely alone. You never know how was honest about having a sex operation," he says moodily. 
: At Stanford, where it was decided that the male gender people-your family and your friends-will react later, no "But I wonder what they would have done if I'd simply 
c.id predominate in Doris-Richards, she was advised to live matter what they say before." stopped shaving and started dressing like a man-but still 
as a man for a year-complete with a name change and re- With that, Steve Dain's mind is forced back to the sub- called myself Doris Richards, the same woman ... I won-
gular injections of the male hormone testosterone. ject which he lately finds most painful of all: his students. der if Emeryville's educators would have liked that bet-• 

Then, if that worked out, total surgery would be per- He misses them. And, he's convinced, the overwhelming ter?" • 
ormed. majority want him to come back to Emery High. And Steve Dain laughs. But, for the first time that after-

woman i 
daughter 

s far as sh 
Is is dead. 
mything 
," says 
~Y daugh 
ust bust 
-ier, the 

Steve Dain's year is up. And he plans to remain Steve But, although their phone calls, letters and visits provide noon, it was a bleak, bitter sound. 
:Oain, because, unlike Dorfs Richards, he's had no night .. ~-UJ-C_ :_ :_ :_ :;_ :_:;_ ::;_;~-~-~-~-~~ ~-~-=-~-~~~--=-=-~-=-~-~-~~:-:~•-:--:-~ ~-=-:_ :_:_ :_ ;-_ :_ :_ ::~:~:----::-:_;;-_-;~~-~-~~-~-=--,-rc-~-~~==-ii-i-ii-■-■---■-■;-;_;_ :z_ 
mares, no feelings of panic in crowds, no aching periods 01 ndergoing transformation at Stanford center, and as Ste 
depression. , . 
· Dain, who has already had a full mastectomy but still re-· 
quires further surgery, smiles at the obvious, inevitable Q ATIQN DIVIDES TOWN 
uestion. Yes, he says, in 50% of all cases, the penis, creat-~ 1 ... .:..:.::...::..:.:~.:..~-~--------------­

ed through one of two complicated operations, is ineffec-~ 
tive. "· • 

But, he adds, that doesn't concern him nearly as.much as 
po e • • 

"I don't need a penis to make love to a woman," says 
Dain simply. "All I need is to feel like a man-and now I 
do!" • .. • 

Tben smiles, as if he sometimes finds the whole business 
<,f changing ~exe~ nearly as comical as it is serious. 

people going around chopping offi 
their breasts!'' 

But what the hell, concludes 
Stom~el, grinning again, neither does 

• myseu airo-gemer, 11Ke Miss menaras cn:a: Ana 
shame to my mother and a disgrace to myself . . . ;" 
t And so, Linda Washington said harshly, she didn't wan 
Steve Dain back at Emery. "I just don't want to have t 

he. ---
look at what she's done to herself." 

4'What bothers me, too," says Darla Majors, a junior, "i 
that if God wanted her to be a man, he'd have made he 
one.' Besides, now evetybody will just be going around gig 
gling and wondering what's under her clothes. It's just na 

If Stommel is outspoken in his op• 
position to Steve Dain, Bettie Sutton, 
32 the dissenting school board mem[. 
be~, is equally ardent in her defense 
of the suspended teacner. 

tural." 
I Still, says Donna Hancox, almost defensively, "Mr. Dai ·;:. 

In fact, declares Mrs. Sutton, Steve 
Dain would never have even become 
a community issue if it hadn't been 
for Stammel. • , 

"I simply cannot believe whats 
happened here," fumes Mrs. Sutton, a 
statuesque blonde divorcee who 
works as a meat Qacker t<> support 
her three children, two of them 

I 

• w~:1\..,-">::~rr:~$~::=I~:~~~:~:~~~~:",-'::::::::::1::r.::!-:"~:· •:·:~~ :··: y· ::::: ·:: -~:: -?~~·:xs.x,,;.n:;:--:•;;r;?Z.t'":;;-··;e·•:S:·:;®:❖S❖:>* 

"She was the best teacher... I' 
,take any class he teaches now . .. 

pt least did the right thi?g, coming here and tr7,ing to e 
plain it to us. I respec~ hu!l for th~t. It took guts. . 

There is an uncertain silence, finally broken by a g1ggl 
"Boy, I tell you what hurts me most of all," says one 

, the girls. "I'm just sorry I didn't get to her before she ga 
'. away all those fancy clothes, because, I'm telling you, th : ; 
lady really dressed to the butt!" .. -~( 

With that, all four giggle and, however thoughtful th ,.. ... lfat '\::;;. 
comments ?ad been, th~ conversation is over and they r'oin applauds team at 0 i, Emery High football game. 
turn to their dance routine. . Times photos by Boris Yaro 

Doris Richards may have been, as one male teacher p e north, Oakland to guage is f orthright-Stommel leans 
it "just about the cutest little pixie gal I ever saw." • forward in his chair, his blue eyes 

'But, apart from being a little short (no more than ed parents, some sparkling with amuse~e~t, as his 
i feet•4) Steve Dain is an attractive man, too. s, declare that Steve voice slides to a hushed, mtimate lev-
1 His /eatures are pleasantly regular, his eyes are st God's laws,. that he el."We!l, then 

O 
b ! J 

/
kingly blue, he has a full head of well-styled.sandy h he, but a_thmg, an_._d .. .,.......,,...wnat is it? t. a:double mastecto_-
treaked only slightly witl\ grey, and, now freed ~f t ~ . ~m uc a d t 

need to keep his figure at a feminine 11.0 pounds, his 1 e1r chtld!en. . my it's taking male hormones an 1 
pound frame is well-~evel e~~b to make even equally 11:1pas_s1oned, gre'w a beard. But does it have the 
professio11al muscle-bmlder ook twice m respect. . what Dor!s R1char~s other male equipment? Can it ~rod_uc~ 

' And, just as Doris Richards was universally accl~1med er bodr 1s nobody s sperm? Or does it still h~ve a chtoris? 
a warm, friendly person, easy to be around, so 1s Ste wn. His own. . A split second pause is all he ne~ds. 

, Dain. they declare, Doris Slapping his knees, he falls back mto 
In fact says Dain, the only major differences are th>een one of Emery his chair, guffawing. 

Steve Dain is more relaxed than Doris Richards, who us~ecte~ teachers-t~e "Aha!" he pounces. "You don't 
to bite her nails, and Steve Dain is also n\ore open aborlucat10n teacher m know either! So how, I ask you, C3!1 

, his personal feelings than Doris Richards ever was. ory to be voted we have her, or him, or whatever it 
ear by the students is, teaching kids at Em~ry High?" 

. o reason to suppose It isn't really a question. 
"It wasn't simply that I always had so many male phy~ would not be the 

cal characteristics, like the heavy musculature ~nd tr 
beard that finally made me go ~o Sta~ford_ for help, he etst reflecting their 
plains sitting inside his home m Umon City, near Emer:nave taken sides, too. 
ville. . ryville school board 

"I always had male drives emotionally, too. Like se~. . 
I}~;! ~hlf!~~;tit o~~~~~s!au~~Y~~~, ~t1~a;~4~fia;~.,::::Nrnt:m:mwir,::=::,r,=,rnr:s.~~ 

1 
be a lesbian. But sex with other women wasn t right e1thi1gh students, 

• •.. " . . h • tparents, have 
Smiling almost sadly, Dain glanced aero~" t ~ room .. on the issue 

ward Pat Costello, a professional bowler who s n~ar, • 
1•twice his size. With the exception of a few months w'h~,_)g,,,,,:,m::,,f,f''''f~,,.. • .., ... ,.,.. 
lnoris Richards tried marriage, Ms. Costello has been r 
best friend and roommate for years, says Dain. •ly routine and ill-at-

"And so, naturally, people constantly accused us of b~e sometimes packed 
'ing lesbians," he says, sighing. "But, what ~ost peo~sit sullenly, side .bY 
~an't understand is that a true homosexual finds. all t board room, refusing 
physical characteristics of the opposite sex offens1ve. 1 armer associates. 
were a homosexual, I'd never have wanted to cha~e ~ly nothing to allay 
. sex, and Pat certainly wouldn't have wanted me to, eithejer when the school 

Pleas Turn t() Page ~, Col 14 to suspend Steve 
.s of "immoral con­

f1..,;,.!-----------...;...,.~------ 1 ess." 
~. _ _...--------
t uom~· ortne kids came up and 
kissed me," recalls Dain. "And, al -
though they were all curious about 

--..xn.i-a,M.ai o era-

- Bec;us~he first place, board 
members themselves were bitterly at 
odds, voting 3 to 1, with the president 
abstaining. 

"And, try this on for size," Stammel 
rushes on, grinning good-i:iaturedly. 
"What toilet do I send her mto? Do I 
have to have one that says 'Men Only' 
one saying 'Women Only' and one for 
1Dain Only'?" Then, "I mean, would 
you want your little girl in the pow­
der room with her ... ?" 

Stammel starts to chuckle, then 
thinks better of it. Actually, he ad -
mits it isn't entirely a laughing mat­
ter...:.especially since the school ~is­
trict has already lost the openmg 
round of the legal battle: 

At first, the board had ~ried to fire 
Dain, not just suspend him. B~t an 
Alameda County Superior Court Judge 
ruled that not only had the board act• 
ed illegally (Dain had not rece!ved 
the required 30 days advance notice), 
it also owed Dain two months back 
pay. • 

Now the stage is set for round two, 
a mandatory hearing on the eviden­
tiary merits of the suspension. 

Emery High students. 
"Our own superintendent has de­

liberately instigated alarm among the 
parents and encouraged snickers and 
ridicule from the students. He's the 
most unprofessional superintendent 
we've ever had." 

Stammel, she says, "was g:oing 
around, even into stude!lt meetings, 
and bringing up the subJect of ~teve 
Dain every chance he got. And his at• 
titude was always one of 'Don't wor­
ry, folks, we'll protect you.' " 

And, Mrs. Sutton declares, Stammel 
fanned the flames by spreading ru-
mors about Dain. ,. 

"Once, for example, he told me that 
8 

nitals to some girls. Anothe time, he 
said he'd heard complaints that Steve 
was fondling the girls . . . but he'. d 
never give me any names, no sohd 
evidence at all." 

( "Sure I told her that-and every 
other bo~rd member, too," Stammel 
readily admits. "But it's not rumor. 
It's a fact that a couple of p~rents 
have complained to me that Dam has 
been guilty on occasion of, well, some 
'show-and-tell' stuff. Indecent expo­
sure. But I won't give their P.aines be­
cause they asked me not to. ) 

Stommel's public allegation that 
Dain had taken several students to his 
home last summer without parental 
permission particularly angers Mrs. 
Sutton .. 

"Since my daughter was among 
them, I know for a fact thaf. every one 
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she was the best teacher I ever had, and I'd take any class 
]le t~aches now ... " • _ I 

r, ~-:And,.shyly: "And tell him, too. that we all sure do miss 
•: I 

Some have come 
~ Emeryville sch 
!Y have a legitima 
mda for the even· 
)ther are here just 
\teve Dain comes 
arol Cheechov, a 
t housedress, w 
s here on busine 
erned; Doris Ric 
1on't think ther 
can learn from 
::hov quietly . . 
1erself that sh 
ing in a class 
now." 

,. Mrs. Cheec 
r • -~ Qutside the Emery High gym, four young girls are prac• ·ds had bee 

being a dance routine on the steps. · r. "My gosh, 
, • "Well, my personal feeling about Mr. Steve Dain," says 

Frances Dean, a junior, "is that she shouldn't have done 
t!lat to herself." 

1 : Lo0king puzzled, she adds, "I mean, if she had all that 
ffiQney to spend, and her hormones weren't right, then at Stanford center, and os 

. :why ~idn't she get her fem ale hormones to overpower the 
male orres? You know what 1 mean?" W ~• 
- Donna Hancox, another junior, thinks Dain had done the \DES TO 1~ 

rong thing too. "Because, here at this school, they're i~~~!~~~~~~~~0_~~~;;~t:~~J~L trying to teach us to be ourselves, you know? To accept 
what we are . . . but how can we do that when one of our 
teachers just up and changes herself if she doesn't like the 
way she is?" 

Unlike the others, Linda Washington, a senior, sounds r 
1 almost angry, perhaps because she had been particularly 
e OBe to Doris R chards. 

"I mean, she was like one of my bes~ friends. I could al­
ways talk to her about anything," she says. 

"So 1 feel like she let us all down. Because, you know 
our parents-and Miss Richards, too-always taught us t 
be proud to be black. But, I could always go out and ge 

I some of that bleach and make myself white. I could chang 
myself altogether, like Miss Richards did. And I'd be 
shame to my mother and a disgrace to myself . . . :" 

\

1 And so, Linda Washington said harshly, she didn't wan 
Steve Dain back at Emery. "I just don't want to have t 
look at what she's done to herself." 

"What bothers me, too," says Darla Majors, a junior, "i 
that, if God wanted her to be a man, he'd have made he 

lone. Besides, now everybody will just be going around gig 
gling and wondering what's under her clothes. It's just na 
tural." 

' Still, says Donna Hancox, almost defensively, "Mr. bai 

"She was the best teacher... I' 
. take any class he teaches now . . . 

Doris Richards may have been, as one male teacher p 
it, "just about the cutest little pixie gal I ever saw." 

But, apart from being a little short (no more than 
feet-4), Steve Dain is an attractive man, too. 

I
I His features are pleasantly regular, his eyes are str 
kingly blue, he has a full head of well-style sandy 

eaked only slightly with rey, and, now freed of t 
:need to keep his figure at a eminine 11.0 pounds, his 1 
pound frame is well-devel • enough to make even 
professiol),al muscle-builder ook twice in respect. 

And, just as Doris Richards was univer ally acclaimed 
a warm, friendly person, easy to be around, so is Ste 
Dain. 

In fact, says Dain, the only major differences are tM 
1 Steve Dain is more relaxed than Doris Richards, who usi, 
to bite her nails, and Steve Dain is also more open aboat 

~ his personal feelings than Doris Richards ever was. !U 
P· 


