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“Ovary envy???",

"Man creates woman in his oun
UNlikeness"., I read that somewhere
and it stuck with me because I think
it expresses pretty well something
that all men are hazily aware of
without verbalizing it. Perhaps
way back in more primitive socie-
ties where mgn not only ran things
politically but exploited women
economically and biologically that
statement wouldn't be true, But
for the greater part of the last
2000 years, in most Western coun=
tries at least, there has been a
tendency to exalt womanhood in one
vay or another, I believe that
there are unconscious remnants of
the ancient awareness that the fe=
male of the species is something
above, beyond and more fundemental
than the male,

Thus in our culture man has
created woman, that is, in the zen=-
se of the woman or "lady" concept.
God created females, but men cre-
ated woman, And men endou women
not only with all the material
things that they do have, but also
with mny spiritual and emotiunal
qualities that they do not have.
Woman has become the repositery
of those things that a man values
but does not possess or wants to
express but cannot, This is il-—
lustrated on the material level by
the fact that in current liestern
culture men cannot wear furs, co-

In HisOwn
UNlikeness ?

Virginia Prince

lors, jewelry or enjoy other osten-
tatious ways of exposing himself

to his fellows, Thus he heaps the
jevels, the furs, the cosmetics,
etc., onto his woman folk, He can
not show his affluence and posi-
tion by his own personal image, soO
he does it on his women folk in the
terms of jewelry, clothing, furs,
expensive homes and furnishings
(which are in woman's province).

The significance of this is
that all of these things, whether
material, emotional, or spiritual,
are given into the care of another
- the woman, She, therefore, re-
presents all the things HE wants
but eannot have, is, but cannot
show, feels; but cannct express
and needs, but cannot get. She is
unattainable in the biggest sense,
There is, therefore, a continuous
and permanent unfilled yearning
towvards her.

Philosophers will squate the
mating instinct to a drive for re=-
unification of the sexual cells tao
reconstitute a "whole" and that the
libidinous energy involved in sex
appeal and actual intercourse is
just the power source which brings
this about., This is perhaps as far
as one needs to go when considering
the matinn instincts of anmimals, but
it leaves a lot unaccounted for with
mankind., 1f one can postulate a
sort of primordial reproductive cell
that has beccme divided into two
parts, ard seeks reunion, as the
force behind physical reproducticon,
isn't it just as reasonable to con-
sider a sort of primordial mental/
emotional state which has become
subdivided during human history in=
tn tuo parts, the masculine and the



feminine, and which also has a drive
towards rsunion? In other words,
the anatomical=physiological beings
are drawn together and this is sex.
But the psychological=sociological
beings which we can consider under
the term "gender"™ are also drawn
towards each other,

Animals exist only on the sex
level, but mankind exists both there
and on a gender level and observa=-
tion, studies, and interpretations
of sex alone are not adequate to ex-—
plain and understand GENDER!

What has all this got to do
with transvestism, you ask? UWell,
just this: I feel that Tvs are sim=
ply persons who, through some acci=
dent of experignce, have found that
crossdressing is a means of emotion=
ally unifying something the non=-
union of which was vaguely if uncon=
sciously disturbing. Let's put it
this way. If we took all the traits,
behaviours, feelings, tendencies,
abilities, attitudes, habits, cus-
toms, etc, that the human race, in
one culture or another, has divided
one way or another between males and
females and lumped them together in
one pile, we could say that this
pile constitutes the total potentials
residing in a human being, as dis=
tinct from an animal., This is the
primordial psycho=social organism,
When, in the course of human culture
and civilization, this pile is di-
vided on a "this for you and that
for me"™ basis, one can sense in this
division the creation of an attrac=
tion betwseen the piles in exactly
the same way as an electrostatic
attraction is created when rubbing
certain parts of substances such as
fur and hard rubber and then separa-
ting them, Some of the electrons
from one are pulled away by the
other leaving each material electri=-
cally unbalanced and with a "need"

to be reunited with the other to
restore the original integrity and
balance, Even the language of both
physics and psychelogy is the same
in this regard - they both speak of
"attraction" between unlike things,

So I believe that one of the
forces driving us as Tvs is a real
"need" to reunify on a gender level
with our polar opposites just as we
need to do on a sexual level, Mals
attracts female and masculine at-
tracts feminine and vice versa,
While sex, being primarily a matter
of anatomy, is the same in all cul~
tures and times, the types of divi-
sions of the "gender" pile occuring
in various cultures are many and
varied, But this makes no differ-
ence, Fifty percent is fifty per-
cent of the whole, no matter which
fifty percent it may be, so the
"urge to merge" will always exist
until such time as humanity realizes
that the only dividing line of real
importance to makind is that divid=-
ing it from the animal world, not
one dividing mankind within itself
on a psche=social=emotional level
such as we do when separating "mas-
culine"” from "feminine", UWe Tvs
are just one jump ahead of the rest
on this score, We are awars of this
dichotomy and are driven to "solve"
the situation thru our own intermal
type of unification, This is the
essence of the dual personality i=-
dea, UWe cannot be all one, encom=-
passing everything, so we accomplish
the same by possessing both halves
and by giving expressien to both
halves, Someday, in a rounded, full
society, full personality expres=
sion will be possible for both sexes.,
Today it isn't so and meanuhile we
Tvs do the best we can in at least
partially satisfying our own needs
in our own way,

Honey, I know that you're tryimg
to lose weight so that you can get
into a size 14 again, but I think
you're trying too hard!



ing in the yellew

pages for a place

to have my wigs
reset when I noticed
the name of a place
that gave makeup les-

sons, I thought to

myself that it would be
a great experisence since
my limited reading and experisence
made such professional help neces-
sary.

So ena day I took two wigs into the
shop and wvas met by a woman who was
obvicusly the ecuner, Shs uas most
friendly and 1 was able to tell her
that I did amatsur impersenations

- 1 sven shewed har some of my pic=-
tures while dressed. When I re-
turned several days later to pick
up the wigs I inquired about the
cost of makeup lessons, I was in-
formed that there wsre tuo types =
ons on basics and ths other for
high fashien, She did not have
evening classas so if I were to at=
tend it would have to be during the
afternoon, I nervously asked if I
might attend as Charlesne so that I
might be less conspicous - perhaps
I could sit at a maksup table near
the rear of the shop, but still
visible to other customers and to
people who might look through the
window, I was agssursd that this
arrangement was fine with her as
she had made up men before for par-
ties and had ne hang=up about the
situation,

On the appointed day I selected a
pale blue skirt, a lacy pink half-
slip, a short=sleeved blouse, white
shoes and hand bag., I applied my
makeup, adjusted my wig and off I
went to the shop, The ouwner, who

One day I was look=-

®

The Makeup Lesson

Charlene CA-27-D

I shall call Dianne, did not re=
cognize me until T spoke. Then she
said "you look taller." She wanted
to ses the height of the shoes T
was wearing.

After seating me at a makeup table
she pinned back a few locks of my
hair and cleansed my face before
using a freshener, She discussed
skin color, dryness and oilyness
and several other subjects which
helped, During the time she uwas
talking she used a light celored
stick to cover dark spots under my
eyes, She did comment that many
women have dark circles under their
eyes during "that" time of ths month
at which point we both laughed when
she realized what she had said, She
then applied a liquid base, some
rouge and powder, About this time
gsome customers came into the shop
and she had to wait on them, When
she was able to return tec me she
plucked my eyebrows to give them a
prettier arch and then skillfully
used an eyeliner pencil = then came
eye shadow and mascara, She topped
the demonstration off by outlining
my lips with a lip pencil and then
filling in with a pretty shade of
pink lipstick, I certainly had to
admit that she achieved a softer
overall look that thrilled me to my
toes,

During the latter part of the lesson
a man that Dianne knew came into the
shop and sat nearby and chatted with
her, About this time, I realized
that I had better buy something
since this was to be expected after
her demonstration, During this time
her male friend continued to talk

tn her and nesver appeared to even
notice that I was there. I guess



that it was sort of a compliment
that he did not know that I was not
a femals,

Several wesks later I returned for
a second lesson, During one of our
little conversations I asked if her
male friend had said anything about
me after I jad left the store, She
smilingly said, "Do you really want
to know what he said?" I assured
her that I did want to know and

she replied with, "she wouldn't be
bad looking except for her nose,"
The reply made me chuckle,

She inquired if I had been prace
ticing what I had Isarned sarliser
and seemed to be satisfied with my
answer, the shs began to explain
the use of high=lighter and pear=-
lescent powder and eye shadow.

She would make up one side of my
face and I would do the ether.
About this time a young woman came
into the shop and sat across from
me and watched the entire procesd=
ings, She evidently was interested
in selling cosmetics for Dianne,
Her scrutiny was a bit unnerving
but gold ole Dianne kept up a con=
stant dialoque with me and helped
me overcome my uneasiness, She
demonstrated how a dasker shads
could make the nose look smaller
and how a lighter shade helped to
hide the smile lines and also the

& e | .
SUSIE SUGGEST
Your editor received a nice letter
from Sheila WA=-13-M in regards to
some advics your editor passed on
about selecting shoe sizes, "I read
the letter about the inquiry for the
relative size for a man's size 9D
shoe, that is, what would be the
corresponding size for a woman's
shoe." She goes on to say, "My
ansuver would be that it depends upon
the shoe style. Springolaters would
possibly be 9 or even 10. The width
would be the killer. The majority
of woman's shoes are of medium size
~"B%~ and it would probably be hard
to find a corresponding size for

our Tri=Sig sister.
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lines under the eyes, Seon another
customer came in te pick up a wig
that she had ordered, I nearly fell
off the chair when Dianne sat her
down at the tabel mext to me and
put the wig on her and combed it
out, This lady was very chatty

and even suggested that I should
try one of the rew wigs - a curley
type that she was buying., She
asked if I was having the lessons
in order to sell cosmetics eor if it
vas just for my ewn persenal satifi-
faction, UWhen 1 explained that the
lessons were just for myself she
said "I think it is aimost as much
ftn as getting & nev dress™ and I
quickly retorted "I think that it
is even MORE fun tham a new dress,"
If she only knsw how much I was en=
joying the whele sxperiance. A man
soon came inte the shep who was ob=-
viously a friend ef Dianne and she
asked him te make some ceffee for
the girls = which he did. Then a
young girl enkered, accompanied by
her mether. The young lady was in-
terested in a wig but seemed rather
uncemfortable with the mam present.
At this point, the man softly re-
marked te Dianne, "Do you think she
is embarrassed becauss thera is a
man present?" Dianne told him that
she was just an overly shy girl, I
vonder what the girl would have done
of she had knewn that there were
TWO men in the shep., I left = happy}
(A A A e B A R e

The question Susie asked was how do
you keep clothes around the houss
vhen you have a "D" wife = where
are they kept? Leslie MA-=19-R says
that she used to hide just a bare
minimum of girls clothss becauss of
the danger involved, On the other
hand, another sister suggested that
your femme clothes be kept in a box
and the box stored in the trumk of
the car = way back, Of ceurse, if
you have a station wagen you'rs
still in trouble, I wish that more
of the girls had written,

The question this time, is, If your
wife knows about your creossdressing
how did she come to know about it?
That is, did you tell her about it
or did she discover it accidently.



»Isn't it un George, to be a little -
girl for a change?" " Sure is Harry,
but I almost gave it away when the
little boy next door offered me some

jellybeans, "

For those sisters who came to re-
cognize  their Tvism rather early
in life, some of the trials and
difficulties of KAY might bring
back memories of your problems in
trying to express your "second -
saelf", Your Editor and KAY have
been sexchanging letters since fFeb=
ruary and the following is a re=
sume of the correspondence from
her sids"

February 20, 1977
1 saw a copy of the Playgirl Advi-

sor and it had your name and ad=
dress, I hope and pray that you
can help me, I am 18 years old, 5'
6% tall and weigh 138 pounds, I am
the youngest of 5 children, the
ethers being all girls, While I
was growing up I was aground my sis-
ters often since my parents worked,
Being around my sisters so much I
could not help but notice that their
clothes always looked so soft and
comfortable. I remember one day
when I enteted one of my sisters
bedrooms and tried her clothes on =
I was about 12 then., Needless to
say I was caught by my oldest sis=-
ter and she called me esvery name

in the book and when my parents re=
turned in the evening they were in=
formed of what happened. My father
used his belt on me but this did
not take away my fascination for my
sister's clothes and over the next
several years I wore their clothes
whenever possible, regardless of
whether the clothes were from the
dirty clothes hamper or from the

"I'm not ashamed anymore," she says.
sneaking around or feeling guilty for Kay

®

Problems Of
A Teenage Tv

Kay, despite a father who would beat her for
Crossdressing, and a mother and sisters who
would not understand her, just had to get
"dressed up" - regardless of the conssquences!

No more

clothes line = at night, which was
the only time that I could cross=
dress, [ was caught and punished
many times, It wasn't very long
after I started dressing in my sis=
ter's clthes that everybody in the
family knew what I was doing, even
my younger sisters, I even went
into a neighbor's house to try on
some clothes and, again, I was
caught., Now just about the whole
neighborhood knew what I was doinge.
My parents finally sent me to a
doctor for therapy and he suggested
a private boys school - where I was
sent until last year,

While in school the other boys got
wind of my interest in girls clo-
thing and I was teased and made to
feel abnormal and sick, While at
school I met a girl at a dance and
eventually told her about my cross-
dressing but, unfortunately for me,
she couldn't handle it and broke
of f our nice relationship and then
I took an overdose of pills. While
recovering in the hospital I read
in Playboy Magazine a letter from a
wife who told about her husband be=-
ing a Tv., After she caught him in

the act of dressing they had a talk
that evening and she decided to do
everything she could to help him,

I decided right then and there that
I wasn't going to feel quilty and
more or sneak around to get the
clothes I needed.

Since leaving school I've gotten
hold of a few articles of clothing



but nothing really fits properly.

I keep tre items in my locker at
vork, I guess that I feel very
quilty at times and would like to
learn how to buy the clothes I want
and how to use makeup as well as to
know houw to select correct sizes.

I will move inteo an apartment this
summer but right now I am still at
home., Carcl, please don't let me
down like so many others have done.
Please write back, (Kay)

April 16, 1977

Thanks for your letter and forgive
me for takinmg so long to ansuwer.,
Yes, 1 did get caught again and

‘this time the police were called,.

You see, after I sent the letter to
you I decided that it was time that
I did as_I pleased, especially when
it came to the clothes I wanted to
wvear., Since my mother has legal
control over my money until I turn
21, I waited until_a payday and
took my allowance and went shopping.
1 actually only wanted something to
sleep in. Wel}l, 1 didn't know my
correct size and didn't dare ask to
try the nightgown on so I went from
shop to shop until I found a place
vhere I could hold the gown up to
me to see if it was large enough,
Unfortunately for me, someone who
knows my family saw me going into
shops and called my home, My young=
est sister was the only one there
and she left a note for my mother,
During this time at the store one
of the salesgirls saw me turn my
back so that I could hold the gouwn
up to see if it was large enough
and she evidently thought that I
was shoplifting and reported me to
the manager.

As I was leaving the store the man=
ager pulled me up and got smart
with me and said that I had stolen
something and that he was going to
put me in jail, The police soon
arrived but I couldn't tell them
why I had turned my back to the
salesqgirls but I did ask them to
search me if they thought that I
had stolen anything., They took my
name, address and phone number and
called my mother and had her come
to the shop. Boy, was she MAD!
She thought that I was stealing.

@
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Notice who is smiling?

I was searched in front of every=
one, but nothing was found, of

course, My mother wanted to know
why I was in the store and the man-
ager told her of the nightgown,
She flipped out and called me name
and name, Then she told the peeplk
gathered around what I had been
doing and they all acted like the
truth was worse, The manager added
that he would make sure that I
would never come into that shop
again, The police asked if I had
been in any trouble and I had to
tell them that I was on prabation
for trying te take some clothes
off of a clothes=line last year.

I was taken to court and fined and
then ordered to take therapy. This
time when I reappeared before the
judge he ordered my mother to su=
pervise me more carefully and to
take control of my money and bank
account, My pay check is mailed
to my mother and I am only given
so much money each day for living,
The only way I can accumulate any
money is to save a bit each day
out of my allowance,

I finally went to the legal aid
and was advised that there was lit=
tle chance to have the court order
overturned and there was more of

a chance that I would be sent teo
an institution if I lost, I was
advised to leave things alone and
to leave home as soon as possible,
Why is it so wrong to wear pretty
clothes? I'm net hurting anybody!
I wanted to show Mom the litsera-=
ture that you sent me but I know



that she would not understand. I
wish that she and my sisters would
help me, Tuwo of my sisters do not
come down so hard on me., The only
thing that keeps me going is the
knowledge that you are my frienmd.
(kay)

May 15, 1977
I am feeling great after receiving
your letter, I was worried that
you would not uwrite again, I've
made up my mind that I will not
allow myself to be caught in such
circumstances again, Therefore I
will have to forget for awhile my
desire to accumulate a wardrobe

of nice pretty clothes ~ at least
until I have my own apartment.

And when I do, I'm going to have

a ball going shopping for pretty
things, By then, perhaps, I will
have a female friend who will help
me seliect correct things. It is
really too early to bring my two
younger sisters into the crosse
dressing scene, They still yell

at me if they find that I have

gone into their rooms and touched
any of their clothing. My mother
doesn't allow any of my sisters to
leave any of their dirty clothes

in the bathroom = now everyone

has a clothes hamper in their room.
Two weeks ago I was home with Amy
and Carey, They took their baths
and told me to get mine, I was
shocked to find their clothes lying
on the floor, Need I tell you that
I went through each article of clo=-
thing, checking the size and observ=-
ing how it looked against my body,
The girls did not say a word about
the length of time I spent in the
bathroom and since then neigher
they nor I have mentioned the inci=-
dent, I appreciate your sending me
the book on crossdressing = I can
not afford to buy it as much as I
would like to pay for it. (Kay)
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"Smells 1like dad is going to
spend the evening working on
his hobby again.

This is directed to all Tvs who
have a shop where they can purchase
female clothes and are known to the
staff, I am personally known at
several shops and one in particular
which is located right next to my
Beauty Salon, If I arrive early at
the salon or the girl who takes
care of me there is running behind,
I will often go next store and talk
to the lady who owns the shop, On
one such visit she related a story
that was thought=-provoking and one
which I think our readers would like
to hear,

e were discussing some of the ex=
cuses that I had used in the past
when I was younger, in an attempt
to buy girl's clothing = when she
interrupted tc tell me that about 3
weeks ago a young man had entered
the store and rather shyly browsed
around but always seem to returm

to a rack of sweaters, After about
10 minutes the owner approcached the
young man and asked if she could
help. He appeared very Rsrvous

and kept glancing at the front door,
He muttered that there was a swea=
ter that he would like to buy but
was unsure of the correct size and
asked what the "chest" size was for
each sweater, Shse said that his
phrasing of the guestion seemed odd
at the time but went and secured a
tape and proceeded to measure the
sweaters, He finally selected a
large size and she took it to the
counter, He followed and fumbled
with his money and finally produced

CHICHAPTER LEADER

“COMMENTS"”

Jeansette, IL=3-Z, President of Chicage's CHI
Chapter, comments on an article appearing in
the November, 1976 FEMME MIRROR, entitled "THE
LADY DIDN'T CARE!

A good peoint to remember,

a bill, The strange thing wvas
that he never looked at her all the
time it took to halp him.

She inquired if she could gift wrap
the item but he said no. She thenr
placed the susater im a box and imn-
formed him of the total amoumt dus
and after he had paid her he hur~
riedly made for the door. But she
had to call to him that he had seme
changes coming, so he returned for
it and then almost made a rumr fer
the front deor - this time lgaving
his purchase on the counter, Onmnce
again she had to call after him

and after he had coms back fer the
sacond time he almost ranm frem the
store,

Now there is no way to be sure if
the sweater was for him but she did
feael that he was a Tv, But she
centinued (and this is what is im-
portant to this article) "I demn't
mind dealing with Twvs if they wish
to trade here, What should I have
dene?”

I told her what I might have done
which wasn't much mere since when
someone is already very friendly
and interested im serving her pa-
trons, as was this evner, = well,
there wasn't much more that I cewld
add, But a POINT to make is that
there are many salespeople whe are
very interested in making SALES and
as long as the custemer is curteeus
most shops are grateful fer such
business = even frem a Transvaestite,



YouCan Lead A Horse

To Water......

Some Tvs NEVER learn! UWhen
you have a wife who tries, the best
thing te do is to show APPRECIATION,
A wife writes about her Tv husband
who apparently never heard of the
words "I appreciate you,"

Dear Editor: 1I'wve been wanting to
write to you for sometime, In one
of the last issues of the FEMME
MIRROR it asked for wives to write
in order to help other wives, Well,
I need your help since my Tv hus~
band has not learned at all,

My husband told me about his inner
self before we were married, At
first I thought he was kidding,
but as time went on wa talked more
about the subject and I read Vir=
ginia's book, The TV and His Wife,"
That boek opened a new world that
I did not know existed, Anyway, ue
have been married sbout a year and
if things don't get better I guess
I'1] just have to learn te live
with things = as bad as they are.

In ¥irginia's book it says  that Tv
husbands are understanding, caring,
and thoughtful - svemn more so than
non=Tv husbands =~ primarily due to
their awarsmess of their feminimity.
Well, my husband is an exception

to the rule,

As far as caring = he forgets my
birthday = not even a card on time,
His clethes are better all the way
te his bras and panties, I have
asked him to come shopping to buy
thinge for me, but he never wants
te cema, MHe takes care of himself,

He feels so qoed in nice things,
Well, what abesut a Tv's wife wheo
weuld like to feel nice, too, I
would like to look nice for him,

A nice woerd is never said about

MAXINE
(CA=124=D)

how I look = only about how nice
he looks in his pretty clothes.

I even bought "her™ a Christmas
gift and never even received a
"thank you.," As a Tv he is sup~
posed to feel a sensitivity about
things, including my feelings, but
he is insensitive altogether,

So, what I would like to know is,
- is it against the rules to:

1. Tell his wife that he loves
her?

2. Buy nice things for his wife
and send cards for a word of ap-
preciation?

3o Just be caring as THEY want
to be cared for,

Please don't think of me as a sel-
fish woman, I love buying things

for my Tv husband but it would be
nice to be thought of just once
without reminding him. Thanks for
listening. (Name withheld by Request)

Come on gals, Your editor hopes
that this unfortunate letter is

not from YOUR wife!! I would think
that by now most of you would ac-
tually understand more about what
femininity really is but it seems
that regardless of how much we
preach, some of you never learn!!



Poet’s Corner

TRANSVESTISM

STATUS APPARATUS

Beautiful Compulsion,
Enthralling deliaght,
Soft satin and velvet,
Sweet feminine night,
Visien in perfume,
Serenade to the stars,
Luxurious moments,
Transformation sublime,
(Lisa, FCA=7=V)

There was a Tv of some status,
Who bought a bust~building
apparatus,
Tho with faith t'was applied
"Her"™ hopes were denied,
And "her" chest stayed entirely
Flatus.
(Taken from old FPE)

What’s Happening Qut There

NU PI Chapter = Our newest chapter
was created recently under the di-
rection of Franny (NY=19=F) who has
worked so hard in the Buffalo area.
She has enlisted quite a few of the
sisters in Canada and so this chap=
ter called "NEW FRONTIER"™ (for its
international flavor) or NU PI, has
started what we hope will be a long
life, We hope that Franny will send
us a nice black=and=-white picture of
the girls for the MIRROR, Your edi-
tor knows that she speaks for all
the sisters in wishing our warmest
regards to the eight members of NU
PI Chapter,

CHI Chapter = Our Regional Coordinm
nator, Donna (IL=11=S) says that

things are moving well in her region,

This chapter has befriended many of
our isolated sisters in the Great
Lakes Region and has made a number
of girls "Associate" members, Your
Editor appreciates the efforts of
those sisters who have provided in-
formation regarding places to shop.
And it was interesting to know that
Laurstte (FCO=4~K) has had her ears
pierced, Of special interest is the
work done to promote small newspaper
ads that will attract prospective
members,

ALPHA Chapter = The girls recently
had an eveing out on the town when

they assembled at the Quesn Mary
Show Bar, The performers were ex=
cellent but the impertant thing is
that the sisters had an opportunity
to go sut and be accepted as wvomen
= in public, Plans are being made
by Bunny (CA=108=F) the Chapter
President for a catered dinner te
be held in July. Recent wvisits im-
cluded three er four psycholegists
and several electrologists.

S$ICMA CHAPTER = The girls in Cele~

rado have certainly pushed hard te
develop their chapter and the ree
sults are most encouragimg. Your
Editor had the privilege teo visit
with these girls a few weeks ago
and enjoyed the evering aleng with
17 members and guests,

OTHER AREAS = Much work is being
done behind the scenss by many sis~-
ters throughout the country, Special
mention is given to the work ef the
Washington, D,C, girls, the New Yerk
City girls, the girls in Texas and
to the girls in Neveda, We hope
that new chapters will come inte
existencs soon,



HERE & THERE

& PINS: Our spunky little
sister in Connecticut, Shirley =
Ct=3-B, has net only made an ex=
cellent suggestion but she has
gone the extra mile and followed
through with her suggestion, She
has felt that it would be nice to
have a pretty Sorority pin to wear
with our pretty dresces, After dis=-
cussing this with your Editer, she
went and contacted a manufacturer
of such items and learned the fol=-
lowing: " In regards to the Tri-
Sigma Sorority pins for the ladiss,
we can make such a pin in several
colers, about 5/8" size with a
dutch—=back pin for men and a regu-
lar pin back for the women, The
cost would be $1.49 each and we
will absorb the cest of the tools
and dies, (The design will be the
same &8 our logos which you see on
the front page of this issue of
the FERME MIRROR.) VYour design
will make a8 geod looking pin."
Parhaps we could sell the pins for
$2.50 + postage and add the profit
to our advertising kitty. So, gals
eut there, ARE YOU INTERESTED? If
se, contact your Editer at the ad-
dress listed on the first page, If
you want both typs of pins, please
indicate this., Send no money but
just drop me & note and tell me if
youw would be interested,

NEW APPOINTMENT: Donna IL=11-S,

hes been meedimng an assistant for
some time and after censulting your
Editor, she has chosen NANCY MI=-22
=H to act as Assistant Regional Co-
erdinater for the Creat Lakes area,
Mancy is a hard worker and we wish
her much success in her new position,

WHAT ADORESS DO WE USE: Your editor

oeccasionally receives inquiries
cencerning the use of mailing ad=
dresses, indicating that many of
your gals are not sure whers to
write in certain matters, So, you
might keep the following in mind:

@

[ti=Sjgma address for General In-
formation: Tri=Sigma Sorority,
South Robertson, Beverly Hills,
Calif,, 90211,

The Femme Mirror: Same as above
Virginia Prince:

W o
Angeles, Calif 90 =

Carol Beecroft: Same as Femme Mirror,

Cheyalier Publications (Transvestia)
Same as Virginia Prince's address,

We hope that this will assist those
who have a problem of which address
they should use,

Bonations: Your Editor and Virginia
want to acknowledge at this time
the donationg of cash to the causs
of Tri=Sigma., And thus we mention
here: Shirley CT=3=B; Sally Ann
MD=7=K3 Sharan Ann FCBC=4-~H; fran-
cis IL=S5~I,

Adopt a Sister: For those girls

vho have a bit of time on their
hands and enjoy writing, may I pass
on a suggestion made by one of pur
sisters, UWhen the new supplemsnt
for the Directory come out, why not
pick out the name of a new sister
and write her a welcome lstter, I
know that the new sisters would ap=-
preciate such a thoughfulness ges=-
ture.

We'rs guerrillas? (Not gorillas,
dear, unless you're wearing that
horrible wig again) "Deliver us
frem Love" a new book by Suzanne
Brogger, says of twvs - "Transves-
tites are in fact the guerrillas
of the war between the sexes, the
real partisons of the battle a-
gainst the sexual roles, because
for the moment they are the only
ones who pay the price and risk
their lives...When a man disguises
himself as a woman it is not so
much in order to become a woman
as it is to illustrate and epito-
mize a NO to the male world.,"



Letters From

Our Wives

Your Editor has felt that in order
to have a happy Tv you need an un=
derstanding wife. And to get an un=
derstanding wife you have, up to
now, had to be mighty lucky! But
your Editor has always felt that
given the right circumstances, many
more wifes could learn to be under=
standing. The problem has always
been in getting the wives together
so that some discussion can be had
so that the wives whep have arrived
at some degree of understanding can

help those who still need help. And
there are LOTS of wives in this last
category, Recently I have decided
that what is needed is a special
column for vives where they can re-
ceive help and counseling from other
wives who have "been through it,"

It is very possible that in time we
can have a separate neusletter for
wives if ENOUCH wives participate.
So, sisters, if you want to help
YOUR wife or if you would like your
wife to help other wives, show them
this column, T am indebted to Meg,
an understanding wife in Illinois,
who has volunteered to help get this
project started. So here she is,
gals, I give you MEG MORAN,

Hi! My name is Meg and I've volun=-
teered to edit a column for Tri=-Sig«
ma wives and girlfriends, At times
I've wanted to discuss the problems
and pleasures of having a transves+
tite husband with another woman but
until recently I've never had the
opportunity., Hopefully this column
will provide us wives with a FORUM
for sharing our views and ideas.
Together, through an exchange of ex-=
periences, we may all grow in under-
standing and patience.

For most of us our husband's trans=
vestic desires are secret from the
rest of the world., This being the
case, we sometimes feel isolated

from our girlfriends, We long to
talk to somebody about our doubts and
fears but are either afraid of bur=

®

dening our already insecure husbands
or scandalizing our uninitiated ac-
quaintances, The solution to owr
dilemna? It may be the initiation
of a column where wives and girl=-
friends could let their hair down
and exchange information with girls:
who have traveled the same path,

The goal of this celumn is to pro-
vide reinforcement for wives under-
going doubts or crises and thereby
to promote understanding ef ones
self and transvestite, 1 sincerely
believe that each of us who has e-
lected to remain with our tranmnsves-—
tite husbands needs the support of :
all the others, Please DO write in
when you have a problem or idea to
discuss, but equally important,

lease respond to lstters when you

eel that you can help., Your in-
sight into another wive's problems
could be invaluable,

All letters will be published on a
first name only basis and a wife
may use a "pen name" if she wishes,
I am in the process of acquiring a
post office box so I am relying on
Carol to forward mail to me until
then, Please send all letters to:

Meg

c/o Iri=Sigma

South Robertson
Baverly Hills, Cal 90211

Remember, this is your column., I

am vwot an Ann Landers type and am

relying on you to make the column

a success. I'd love to hear any

suggestions you might have on for=

mat and content, so please let me

know what you beliew that this

new column will do for you, I hope

to hear from many of you = soon,
MEG
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Ann _Landers Column project a b
success, Rather than cover this
project in this issue, your Editor
will be printing a separate book=
let dealing with the column, the
correspondence of our sisters and
also the correspondsnce of your
Editor with Ann Landers, Nesdless
to say, we were very successful in
reversing Ann's position, Fooed for
thought for future projects, It
certainly pays to work together!!



The Editor’s Mail

Dear Carol: ...I think that all of
pur sisters should keep in mind the
fact that because of the great a-
mount of competition, retail stores
are fighting tooth and nail for
business and I doubt if many of
them are willing to lose a sale by
insulting potential customers, Al~-
though I de not go out dressed up I
wear nothing but femme clothes at
heme and have a largs wardrobe of
caftans and lounge wear, While
shopping fer a caftan one day I
went into a speciality shop where

I found a lovely caftan, and taking
it off the rack, I held it up to my
bedy to ses hew it was for length.
The salesgirl looked at me in great
surprise and said “"Who is it for?®
I starsad back at her and said "Its
for me!™ "Oh", she replied, She
did net say anything elss and tosk
care of ths sale, Lisa (FCA=7=V)

Dear Charlene: This is just to say
"thank you' for your vary warm note
of welcome, I really was quite
surprised te gat a persenal letter
se soon, It makes me feel that Tri-
Sigma does give the individual at-
tentisn that we all need and appre-
ciate, Carol wrote and told me that
& chapter will be formed in the

0.C, arsa, If se, I'm going to join,
Rosalind VA=8~C

Hi Carol: ... just want te say
that it fsels good te find a home
at last! I am really happy for

the first time in my life, I am
enclesing $20,00 te help cover some
of the printing expsnses,l have a
lot to learm and I want te be able
t® help others, There are lots of
Tve osut thsre who do net know about
Tri-S8ig se I hope that all the sis-
ters will step ferward in helping
te locate others seo that they can
have ths happiness that you and I
have, And by the way sisters, if
youw geo te church en Sunday and cen-

tribute to the offering, well, I'm
sure that most of us can find a
little more for an offering to Tri-
Sigma. Stop and think what Tri-
Sigma has done for you so far and
what it can do for us in the future.
However, we must work together!

Our sorority will grow if we feed

it and it will die if we don't.
Donna PA=21-N

The following is for the benefit

of those who doubt the screening
power of our literature:

Dear Virginia and Carol: Thank you
for your kind, quick and full reply.
But...it appears that my aims de=-
viate from those carefully definsd
in your literature for Tri=Sigma,
Best wishes to all the oirls. M.B.
Birmingham, Alab,

Dear Virginia: Without a shadow of
deubt I know that I need the com=
panionship of the girls in Tri=-
Sigma. I have never been "read"

and have appeared frequently in pub=-
lic, Perhap s my secret is that I
look upon mysslf not as a male who
dresses but 1) as a male when dres-
sed as a male and 2) as a lady when
when dressed as such, As Muriel,

I am just as real as when Fred.
Muriel is feminine, not effeminate,
She dresses like any modestly dres=
sed woman, I use make=up for a

lady of my age. There are no flashy
pantsuits or extra hi~heels, Muriel
has a well modulated, quiet voice
which helps the appearance., Muriel
is net one who tries to draw at-
temtion to herself, Muriel NY-26-U

Dear Carol:...l have no trouble in
shopping in Kansas City., The clerks
always try to help me when buying
nice things for myself, I often

go intc women's stores and look a-
round and if I see something I like
the salesgirls are glad to help me,
At one store which features large



sizes, the salesgirls let me try on
a slip and dresses, They came into
the dressing room and assisted me,
When in London I purchased some
pretty things, But the sizes wers
different and I had to return the
dress, The saleslady just smiled
and said that she thought that I
probably looked very nice in my
pretty dress., 1 just about kissed
her for the kind remark = she as=-
sisted me in purchasing other nice
clothes, Freida KS=4=H

I received your lete
ter, library cards and past issues
of the FEMME MIRROR. I hope that
we can get something going in the
Texas area, I am placing ads in
the personal sections of several
large papers here to see if we can
attract new members, I have placed
the 18 library cards in various li-
braries = mostly colleges, Since I
hold a high position in my church
in Texas involving 141 churches, I
can get my pastors to place cards
in their areas = my church runs a
gender identity program and the
pastors are always glad to have a
referral source, Linda TX=21=B

Dear Carol:

Dear Carol: I would like to say
thanks for helping me join Tri-Sig.
I never thought that there were so
many sisters like me, I enjoyed
the FEMME MIRROR so much and al=-
though I read a lot, I like the
MIRROR the best since it males me
feel so feminine., I hope that I
can work downtown as a woman = sSome
day. I want to emphasize that Tri-
Sigma is my home and that I am giu=
ing up my membership in the

when my membership runs out,
Christine O0OH=24-P

Dear Charlene: Thank you so much
for your kind note of welcome. As
a new member of Tri=Sig the welcome
is a bit overwhelming, "Special
treatment" it is indeed and the
warmth of it makes me a bit sorry
that I didn't make contact long ago.
In the same mail was a letter from
Donna of CHI chapter inviting me to
"come along," Will I? VYou bet I
will! Jennifer IL=46-W

®

Dear Charlene: ...All of my cress
dressing caused me trouble, As near
as I can remember I was 9 or 10 when
I had my first dressing experience.
I found a dress and wanted to put it
on, So I waited until it was dark
and did so., Guess what? I was
caught with it on, the next morning
since I had kept it on during the
night., Needless té say it was quite
embarrassing, Later on in Jr, High
School I started dressing again but
my mother found out again and all
hell broke loose, 'I vowed never te
do it again but oh, how short my

vous wera, Again I was caught and
this time it was "show and tell.,"

My mother brought the leaders of my
church over to counsel me and when
they were there she brought my dress
and other things out to show them.
After they left my mother burned my
clothes, But I never stopped dres-
sing, But this caused great guilt,
Through Tri=Sig I have met ssveral
sisters and our meetings have helpsd
me, I have found a wig stylist who
allows me to come into her shop. I
can go into the shop dressed and
since she has no backroom I sit out
in front with the other customers,
The stylist was a bit nervous in the
beginning but she accept me now and
says that I am like the other women,
Shirley OR=-7-B

L e a b e o ot e i s A e ]
Many of our sisters do not know
Charlene CA=64=P but on the other
hand many do.~ Especially those sis=
ters who are new to Tri=-Sigma, Be=-
cause Charlene is a tremendous help
to your Editor in helping welcome
the new sisters into Tri-=-Sigma,
After putting in a full day at werk
Charlene puts in another thres hours
writing welcome letters to new girls,
Charlene is very humble and her let=-
ters reflect this attribute., She
expresses love in her letters and
sha has received many letters in
return from grateful sisters, WE
couldn't do without her!! Because
the work load is getting heavier &
heavier it will soon be necessary
to appoint other assistants under
her direction, We at headquarters
hope that the new assistants will
do their job as well as Charlene,



Maxine’s Acceptance

Being a TV fer over 45 years I have
bean out of the closet fer a long
time, Even during my school years
in Eurepe I was able to wear cer-
tain female garments and I was not

the only boy in the class to do this.

And the interesting thing is that

many of the girls knew this but it
was tolerated by them, They found
it cute and it made us feel closer
to them,

Ay mother did net like it in the
beginning but gradually the know=
ledge of my dressing ro longer
bothered her and she accepted it
as part of my growing up. At the
age of 280 I was able te go eut in
public = all dressed up and felt
e¢o happy with this new experiencs.

All thes girls that I have met in
my life, including my wife, wers
able te adjust to this situation
although my wife did ask me once
give it up - this was befaore we
vere married, So I gave in, but
RO soenser was | married but I felt
the need to allew Maxine to live
again, I started to acquire a new
wardrobe, And since my wife left
for work earlier than me I had the
epportunity to allow Maxine to live
it up befors it became necessary
for me to go to work,

BUT, it did happen - my wifse did
catch me and it was a shocking ex-
perience to her since she believed
that T had given the "habit" up.
Fertunately we were always able to
talk ower our problems and after
some discussion she allowed me to
wear certain feminine garments un-
der my male clothes, But I felt
80 quilty about the whole thing
because I realized that what I was
doing made my wife unhappy., I just
could not stand the guilt any lon=-
ger and started taking group ther-

apy.
The result of the therapy, after 18

to

CA-124-D

months of it, was the development
of a closeness to my wife that I
had never felt before. We lesarned
to accept sach other as individuals
= for what we were, 1 started teo
help my wife with her housework and
learned to accept it without mak=-
ing excuses as I had done before,
We have reached the point where not
only can I do my own fingernails
and toe nails but I am allowed to
do hers too., Shse even allows me to
do her eyebrows, Although my wife
is not yet an "A"™ wife, she cer=-
tainly is close to it, She has not
yet gone out with me in public but
I expect this to come about soon.

I am allowed to dress at home in
the evenings and I believe that I
am most fortunate in having such an
understanding wife, I am deeply in
love with her and do not rush her
in regards to my Tvism,

APOLOGIZES: This issue is very
late for the reason that your hard
working editor moved her residence
and it took a month before things
were straightened around so that I
could finish the FEMME MIRROR, I
hope that all of you will under=-
stand the pressure that prevented
me from getting the MIRROR to you
on time, My goodness the July
MIRROR is due just around the cor=-
ner = gulp!!

7#he Urgeto Kill
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I'm going to call your Alpha Chap=
ter president and tell her you're
not going tonight because I've
burned all your clothes!!





