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Czechoslovak 
Continued from page I • 

How will the lives of women in 
Czechoslovakia change in this op
timistic moment created by the Vel
vet Revolution? Civic Forum, the 
movement that made the revolution 
and swept the June 1990 parliamen
tary elections, has barely discussed 
women, talking more generally about 
human rights, democracy, culture 
and "becoming part of Europe . 
again." Women's issues have only 
begun to surface in the opening up of 
society and the unfolding of new 
grassroots organizations of all kinds. 

A Stupid Question? 

Ironically, however, as Ci vie 
Forum transforms itself from move
ment to government, the "woman 
question" is not widely under discus
sion. When I asked Civic Forum press. 
staffer Misa Naubauerova to help me 

~ set up an interview on her party's 
policies on women,· she smirked and·· 
said, "It's a stupid question." 

I asked my questions of author Eva 
Kanturkova. The 60-year old Kantur
kova was engaging when I asked her 
about her writing, and about how her 
life has changed. "It's the outer cir
cumstances that are different. Inner
ly, everything is the same. I was a 
spokeswoman for Charter 77, and now 
it's threatening that I will ~ elected 
to parliament for Civic Forum," she 
joked. 

Society should 
improve health 
·and other 
services, while 
women should 
have the choice 
whet.her to stay 
home or work. 

. But when I asked her how :women's 
consciousness informs her writing 
and politics, she got as bristly as the· 
cacti that filled her window. "I don't 
want to be seen as a 'woman writer.' 
The genre of 'woman's writing' is a 
lower form without art or literary 
quality. A 'woman writeri isn't taken 
as seriously as a man is. 

"Sexism didn't exist in Charter 77. 
You were evaluated by what you were 
able and willing to do. That's why 
Civic .Forum's leaders don't feel the 
woman question is separate from all 
issues of human rights. 

"Recently we concluded lhat the 
question is not about women as such, 
but about children. Because the posi
tion of women had been practically 
solved legally. She's equal in employ
ment and divorce. What's unsolved is 
that she's the mother of children and 
that doesn't make her life so easy. 

"There are two aspects that should 
change, 1, Kanturkova said. "Men 
should help women more. They should 
feel they have to take care of and pro
tect women. And society should im
prove health and other services, while 
women should have the choice 
whether to stay home or work." 

At least one person in Havel's inner 
circle is worrying about the future for 
women in Czechoslovakia. Writer Eda 
Kriseova, adviser-at-large to the 
President's office, said, "For women 
here life is complicated by the 1950's 
ideology of emancipation. We were 
told that we're completely free and 
not dependent on men. Quickly we 
found out it was a lie. We work two 
full-time jobs. Many ladies in the 50 s 
were involved in politics and put their 
kids in creches or gave them to grand-

mothers. Years later they found out 
they didn't enjoy their children. Then 
it was too late. I put my two daughters 
into nursery school after they were 
three years old because they wante? 
to play with somebody and because 1t 
was nice for them. 

"The reaction came then (after the 
50's)," Kriseova continued. "Young 
ladies prefer to stay home a couple of 
years with their children and rely on 
the men to make money. People lose 
their whole lives because their work is 
not effective, and they must run 
around shopping for everything they 
need. The free market will be good for 
women. Women can work four effec
tive hours instead of eight just drink
ing coffee." 

Labor or Love? 

Alena Kroupova, deputy director 
of the department of fam~~ poli~y 
and social care at the M1rustry of 
Labor and Social Affairs, will be one 
of the key people hammering out new 
policy on women and work. She ex
plains that "the desire of young 
mothers to work shorter hours is met 
by unwillingness on the part of em
ploying organizations who would 
rather employ one old-age pensioner 
than two young mothers on part-time, 
sharing that job. Such an attitude then 
causes highly trained young women, 
striving to look after their families, to 
take inferior jobs which allow them to 
work part-time. This fact then per
petuates the view that the value of em
ployed women does not equal that of 
men." . 

·Currently, women make up nearly 
half of the Czechoslovak labor force. 
Last year, 11.6 percent of employed 
women worked part-time, although 'l:l 
percent of women workers wished to 
do so. 

A 1987 law granted a 6-month mater
nity leave at 90 percent of all salary, 
plus a smaller maternity allowance 
for six more months for the first child, 
and up to three years for additional 
children.. . 

Kroupova noted that "women are 
employed at the lowest wages doing 
monotonous and qnskilled work." 
They earn, on the average, 70 percent 
of men's wages. "Despite the pro
claimed just remuneration according 
to the importance of the work done, 
wage policies value physically 
strenuous labor more than mental ef
forts. The result is":'i women's pre
mature . resignation with regard to 
career a.mbition." 

As for the future, Kroupova sees the 
market economy creating more flex
ibility for women, but also unemploy
ment which will inordinately affect 
women. She sees her work as "ensur
ing that, according to their own 
wishes, women would not have to be 
always simultaneously workers and 
mothers." 

A Group to Turn_ To 

The women's group that has been 
formed since the November revolu
tion is the Club for Modern Women. • 
One of its leaders, Helena Konstanti
nova, told me the Club included some 
dissatisfied members of the old officiiµ. 
women's union who wanted • "to 
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accomplish something real for women 
in a democracy." The Club aims to 
create a national network of groups 
that offer legal advice, domestic help, 
language lessons, babysitting and 
psychotherapy for women. They will 
lobby for part-time work for women 
with children under 15, one additional 
day off a month, and social security 
for single mothers. 

"We want to get an old house in 
. Prague to make into a women's 

center, with on-the-spot childcare," 
Konstantinova said excitedly. A 
delegation,from the Club recently met . 
with President Havel, who promised 
to help provide facilities and funding. 
They - pressed Havel to create a 
special ministry for women and the 
family. The Club also plans to start a 
"university of the fair sex" to teach · 
skills to homemakers whose children 
have grown up, to enable them to 
enter the work force. 

"Our slogan is, 'A healthy and 
satisfied woman is the promise of a 
healthy and satisfied nation,' " said 
Konstantinova, "The majority of our 
members are married with kids at 
home. They are afraid of the empty 

gap in our lives. They want to be part 
of the revolution. Women need a place 
to turn to. Where can I go for advice 
when l break down?" 

While the issue of women and part
time work seems the most compelling 
for women in the Czech lands of 

• Bohemia and Moravia, a different de
,bate has erupted in Slovakia, a pre
dominately Roman Catholic republic 
to the east. The Christian Democrats 
in Slovakia are talking about "per
suading" women not to have abor
tions. Abortion, now available on de
mand in Czechoslovakia, ends 46 per
cent of pregnancies. 

"A women's movement doesn't ex
ist here, but it will soon," museum 
ethnographer Eleanora Sandor from 
Slovakia's Hungarian minority told 
my friend, Reuters correspondent 
Susan Greenberg. "The Christian 
Democrats' politics. will prompt a 
hard reaction.'' 

For further information, contact Club 
for Modern Women, Gorkeho ham, 2, 
100 00 Prague 1, Czechoslovakia. Tel: 
231-7032 .• 

tesOiahS fighf i>ppressive Laws , 
. ''Paragraph 244 of the Cz~thoslovak penal code ptohibits•· sex t}llder.18 for 

bomosexuals (while the age of consent is 15 for heterosexuals). What about 
lesbia~? "We're ~o devi~~t; so abnormal, it's better we d,on't exi~t," o,ne,,., 
Jesbian ,commented, snidely. , . . . ,, :.. • ,, . • 

Al!}l~ugh Pa;tagraph 224 is rarelyused, its pr.~visions are sweeping. Thr~. ; 
types of homosexual.actim.ty are illegal: to.''jak~·use of the dependency of 

>aj19ther,'' to ~Jfer,;,gitend ~o of{er,. or accep~ compensati,on•for sex, or_ to 
'create a public o(f~nse ~y. ~rfo,rmmg a,publlc sexual act; or by beeonung . 
;Ji>ublic;,kno~le~e:' , A ;;, to , ,~ "' t\ . , ti ·. w . • , . ..,.. ,. "' ,.; 
• "w"In oth~ri worcll?;.if my lover is living in myJlat, if she's ,n~tworlting and I 
~sfiare p}Y¥~ay "1th per, ~~;~ f1:'~~~lac.t. qr'if my µ~ig~.bots fin~ out we'tep 
lovers anq are offendedf, ,o~ le.sb1an told ,,.,"' ,;,; , . > ~;; . i ,,w >1 

lt' .~nt. 4,tt!:i~ ·~i~~:,;lEJ59~t.~d~gc\y,r~ ani~tio~;is·wor~g wit~;70 
~awyer nd·pohtic1an§:toget indioJ tbese,la . efore lastNovember,"the,, 
'i~ •• ' • htoins office , was ,,already seeKitufloo. boles to., d , • · inalize ¥ }r ; ·f~}t, ~,. ⇒·;r \,;~ 1 i ',' ,,, ' "1"'' ,, ' • ~ 
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"'·"" t"r' · <' ' ,"~Ia:1Hywova~· 4S~paJ'~ .f Y ,~ Wt) O , ,, , , "' .• ,, , ,, '" ~ 
/" ,d'n,'tbe;June el .• . ·;g11~ camlidate. actor Jiri-Broma 
the"N14veih~ntifor(Gi . . . . cltet: Lambda has~ to publis~ 4 fuontfi-1!1; 
,.;f},'.'.P,~~paper,:~p.icff l)as~qi.orf~r!ictes- aq.f1'piG~ by ang of ~ei1J4at1,t; 
• wo~ensBut tbe,secoild edit,1onf~atured twostrong and thoughtful pieces bYc.' 
t~~spia~•s~ -:~~ •~ k:;~:·'. '*· =\~. ~;.: ~i*;t~;,_ t~J: ~ •:::: ;,f: '·'.f~:: :; \::,£!' :-\, ~ _:; \ , :; ' - :,~fr '.;t ·.!~(>~ 

• 'Johanna,,.curreiltly working as,,a nurse-on "~n alcoholism ward, hopes to get, 
fa;Jglt ~s,a;~ ~o'r,of ~~~f~·g~~sy p:iag,~,in~_s1'\:~ to.~~ pubijs.ij\!lgJni 
January. :Shed 6e the,one woman on the,emton.al,sfaff. · "' ,, " w • ft' 

@ "I:Zi?!n~ tqe' i~,bia,.~§ of ;La!Jibda at a ·,~iaj h,9ur, . Some_ wer~ ]~ere tat 
soc;1a1t.ze, some to·,tal)tabout problems, some to lQokfor"relatlonsliips. Karla 
is thei or,gawzertc2qe~tiI;1g' ,du~; .Planning• pr~'grams and m"'-king ar
;fijn~eweqt& !o. iave! toJtie IL~A·w~rl(l cpnfet~ce in Stockh~ln!-t- • 

Qne1ntense 1Ssue am0ttg,l~b1ans m ~r-ague1s transsexuahty, or women 
fw:aptin&'.ie:i,;-¢Q<ing~ op¢tati<>~ to"'beconie .. m,eri'.. Si.x'.ltansse~ual wo~en and. • 
one oi5:xnakwornan,tooktpartin. a, \\Toman!s ~ol'Jlosexuality therapt group 
ll~i:l; QY.• ~;..sfi;a;gb,,1 foal~'.s~i~Iogist.'Qne, 'Cbrisi·aq~b&~acf painter, wants to w 

;rais~ tlie • ~.,000.,to Jlave.:a'~se1 ~ange .. ,p~ratiqn,;;abroad.,•~I,, don't)_ike.1!1y 
tbody but, Li woulanJt,,want ;;1t operated' on 10' Czechoslovakia,'' Chris sa1d; 
Jt'.Wben La,.rnbda.'was s~~d, I JVbJ;ked iqJt vet¥ ipuch. But now J feefit ~ 
}doosntt ~eet my needs/'.,. .i, " Tu , , • • r , \· ."· • •• ' ., ;> · • ,' 
i'>~'\?la~~ 1 ~ po~tgi;adu!te, stu9entlm tt,it biol,pty; of reproductioll; : ta!~ed ~1 
•ab&ut her e:x;pen:ience as a ,former member oBhe .. women's homosexuality , 
tgtt?up. "Wqen JJirst c~une to the. doctor, he said, ;:'1¥ou love women, an~ you ' 
don't like your,;.bQdy?'.'You:'must"' be a transsexual." "It took me'findirig 
lBY,Self, with tne help ofother Lambda wome,n, to lrnow I could be a woman 
,and love women. I,,don't think the d~tor is ~-bad man. But he only knows. 
about 'deviance)' ,not about lesbian .,lives.''· 

TheJe.sbians in Lambda :have~begun to .develop contacts. wit;h lesbians in,, 
the,United States and Western and Eastern Europe. But they're keen for in
formation, l}ublications, boo~s .ali<i .visitors: Contact them via Lambda 
Ppaha, P:O. Box A, 15006 Praha:-56; Czechoslovakia. Tel: 439-98-74. 
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Lawrence 
College 
M.A. In BISTOl'f 
THE MA P11CN1UM IN WOMIN'S HISTOIIY • URAN LMIIINCE COUHE is 
committed to rethinking the role of women in society and to the exploration of new 
theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of history. fwnJ. l'zdJ, a:r.ernonial F1.. 

'Jo't a f,u- acf.o't b'todw.'tE. 

~ ~.cll-~.E. to: 

..l!abrcy1i-
2675 <W£..t Jfwy 8r;c=/f, .Su.& 1033 

.Sdon.a, dkzona 86336 

The curriculum stresses the new scholarship on women, with particular emphasis on 
gender, class, and race as•issues of primary significance in social and cultural analysis. 

THE EDUCalONAL PIIIIDSOPHY OF URAN UWIIINCE COLLHE encourages students 
to integrate theory with practice, and thought with action. This is accomplished through 
small seminars, tutorials, group projects, independent course worl<, and regularly 
scheduled advising, all of which are well suited to the goals of a feminist program. 
Special attention is paid to the needs of working women. 

For information concerning course offerings, applications, financial aid, government loans, 
work/study programs, and the Gerda Lerner Scholarship, write to: 

11nrJ SWM'lllow, DINCtor, -.,. Hlalmy ProCram 
..... ..._eoa.,., lllonJMl!e, NewYOlk 10708 (914) 3H-240S 

Sarah I..awrence C.Ollege does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 5ex, handicap, or national origin. 
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