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garment t
down These are some of our initial pieces, and
offered from chest sizes: 36 - 50 and waist sizes:

all of our products for only $3.00. To order our ¢

Style

DRO2

Evening Elegant Blouse.

Dress with High neck/long sleeve.
front lace Made of flowing gold
insert and

Take Advantage of the Sem

we will be adding more

TFantasies

use it willAﬂtyoilwell.Weareleavlngamhincilhemindicsleevesand ehemlhuwowuﬂwmmeHcanletthchem
piecesinﬁmebasedonour request: loth: i
26-44.WehavcreducedpricesintlﬁSadsoTAKEADVANTAGEOFTHESAVINGSNOW

because our next sale is not for another few months ! Order below from our sale prices NOW and also order our full catalog containing
lothing - specify your chest and waist measurements on the order form.

Style DRO1

Your Basic Black
dress. Simple yet
elegant. Dress it up
with jewelry for
special events.
Made in a smooth

lace
sleeves. i i Color: White
Surround %z’ﬂ"g,;i‘eﬂal' Sale Price: ;
yourself in Less than 43 chest Sale Price: Less than 43 chest:
i § | onlys49.95 Less than 43 chest: 0aly 54993
e / Over 44 chest Only $69.95 over 2 i":ss"
style. Made Only § 54.95 o‘fl”; ch:st: Only $54.
s ! Only $76.95 SKIRT
th

mfmm { SKIRT Style SK02
material. Style SKO1 (All handbags in Mid length skirt cut
Color: Black Cute short skirt. pictures not above the knee.
Sale Price: Passable length. included) Elastic waistband.
Less than Elastic waistband. Sexy slit in back
43 chest: Poly/cotton knit. Color: Black.
$72.15 Sale Price: Sale price:
Over 44 Less than 37 waist Less than 37 waist:
chest: Price only: $35.95
$78.95 Over 38 wais

Only § 35.35 Price only: $39.55

i-Annual Sale From

& Tlusions

our

18

Style BLS02

High neck/long
sleeve. Made of
'smooth white rayon
with sateen vertical
stripe.

. Sale!!

| rability, made them even

tremely natural on your body - we know you will love the

are currently offering the BFCLT (teardrop shape) on sale. They

Breastforms on

We are now having our 100%
silicone breastforms custom
made. We have improved their du-

| and bouncier, and they now have
a specially-formed, hardened
raised nipple that is built into the
form. Itis even raised enough that you can see it show through a
thin t-shirt ! We have also added a muted finish to the breastform So many custome!
so that they will match your skin better. Our new forms look ex-

KITO2 -

softer

Basic Starter Clothing Kit
¥

rs usually order these three items together, that we decided to comb
them as a kit and offer a discount. This set includes:

m! Wel| © One pair of Ultra

- with nude you can wear an
« A Gaff - which is an undergarment specially made to hide the male genetalia and leave

[of for leg hair (you can choose black or
y color pantyhose except nude over them. (reg price $14.9

are offered in the nude color shown above. When ordering We | yiith arealistically smooth wrotch area (comes with instructions for use and care). Color bl

Must have your chest measurement to size you properly.

Our Breastforms are offered in the following sizes:
BFCLT: Reg B, Full B, Reg C, Full C, Reg D, Full D, DD

Price for the pair: Sale price $298.15

Price for the pair with Adhesive and remover so you

can wear them braless! Sale price $ 322.25

price $34.95)

\Waist sizes: 26 - 40 (reg price $29.25)

« Our Satin & lace Waist Slimmer - A very pretty yet sexy garment. Itis made of smooth
satin, has boning, and is accentuated with lace. It also includes 4 detachable garters. G
BIk. You should order this 2 - 4 inches smaller than your waist size. Waist sizes: 26 - 40

Sold Separately, the cost is $ 78.20
(save Over $11.00) - Buy the three piece set (#KIT02) for only $

Sstyle #  Color Chest/Waist Size

Shipping costs: $50 -$100 add $7.00.
$100 - $295 add $10.00.
Over $296 add $13.00

Shipping
Total

RM
Order Here or at our Website: http://www.bvpb.co

i m
Price

City

e —If_;a;i;ﬁy_ﬁaﬁ—u;a Postamoney Order for Priority Delivery. All ol
m Checks/money orders (except postal money orders) take 21 business days to
ake Checks/ Money

Orders payable to BEST VALUE PRODU

State Zip

e e L Ly
Best Value Products ® PO Box 156 ¢ Dept TP * Wyncote © PA*
215-782-9025 Fax:21 5.782-9180 E-mail: bvp@p3-

Are you ready for the
Chest Reconstruction

Etag’e of your transition
rom female to male?

v

ou are u deteatletwﬂateapsto our gender transitio and
your g

are psyc oogcayeadyto a<6tepe anent € change fro emale to

ale, Chest Reconstructiol s al po ta tPato you decisio

g
u y reconstructs t emale chest, creating masculine co ours.
S S (< t e nale che b ati g masculine cont

It can mak
e you feel :
s ‘y . more at ease in your newly chosen

clothing easier to wear. gender and makes

Dr. Reardon has been performin i

e ! g cosmetic surgery for 27

procei ur:Se'rSc:lisg ;escionsltru.ctlon f?r 22 years. From minim);Tlilrisn?/r::ive

s I'econr?p e !IpOSUCtIOh, to advanced surgical methods for th

i struction 9f very large 38-40D+ breasts, he h o i g
ce that allows him to hand tailor these technic;uees aiiithe "

technologi
gies to correct your particular problems and to enhal
nce

self i .
image. your unique

All pro edures are pe orme: e PP 3
cedu pertorr d under local anes sla with s emer
S al esthesia with su lemental
eydat on in our state-of-the-art ambu ato y Taci ty on ar out-pat ent baSVS
ou are from out of town, we will ass| st you with acco odations

e hands of a carir physician, who is sensitive to al ge der transitiol
g phy
s, th t t 'd t v( h
es e result is a well-contoure: » hatural looking, masculine chest
' S

Be the best you can be.

“ bt
ule your complinr entary consultation, have your
: f ref :

y

SJ Reardon, M.D.

:cd‘ JPIastic and Reconstructive Surgeon
\e, New York, New York 10021
) 832-0770
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customized

1) Accelerated Flash (H.F)

2) Flash (H.F)

3.) Manual High Frequency

4) Blend - HF - D.C

5.) Multiple Needle Galvanic D.C.
6.) Cataphoresis

Suzanne
Anderer, CPE

pPermanent Hair Removal
A.E.A. Board Certified

t 0w

ET;’;?SZ;@? i These offices believe Electrolysis 1S
permanent Hair Removal not a

(815) 469-0050 breaking down process.

28 East Lincoln Highway
(S.E. Mall on Rt. 30 and R145)
Frankfort, lllinois

Texture of hair and sensitivity of the area
determine techniques best suited to you.

Offering tec.hniques

to your specific needs:

Maria
Alonge, CPE

permanent Hair Removal
AEA Board Cerfified Electrologist

Graduate of Arizona State School

of Electrolysis in 1982
Awarded the Ballet
Gold Probe Award 1996

(602) 246-1966
1202 E. Maryland Avenue
suite 1D, Phoenix, Arizona

Houston, Texas
(713) 768-2622

email - crscross@insync.net

Weekend Get-A-Way
« Transformations Spead the weekend as & woman!
wear attachable breasts* girls day out* makeover* lessons* photos
« Shopping trips dining and dancing, an 18 hr. female experience you'll never forget!
« Glamour photography All Day Get-A-Way
Spend the day as & woman!

« Lessons in femininity makeover* intense lessons” photos* outing...8 hrs.as a woman

Finishing Touch Package

Ton those who absslutely weast pase!
« Image assessment 7 hour advanced training* real life test

« Personalized video

Watch Katherine Claire
rm Bob into Audrey

CONSULTANTS

orld Wide Web

Do yOU want breasts

like Audrey’s? ‘
These attachable silicone breast forms are the
highest quality offered anywhere. You can
easily purchase them by telephone with your
credit card. They will be sent to your address
discreetly packaged via UPS. Please know
your bra size before calling. Katherine Claire
personally guarantees your satisfaction.

CONTRIBUT
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unconditional love, reinforcing self esteem, and
teaching social responsibility.A vital part of this
responsibility is the respect (not mere toler-
ance) and encouragement of diversity.As one
framer of the United States Constitution
wrote, “the more plurdlity the better.”

DEAR SIRS?

My name is Carlos. | am a transgender and
| have a problem:

My wife knows about it but she is not
thrilled with the idea, she helps me with my
dressing and make-up, she knows all my
story, how at the age of 4 | was really into
putting on girls clothes and my period of 3
years living full time as a girl. She now sees
that my little son is going the same way, He
wants to be "Snow White, Cinderella, Belle
(all the female characters from Disney). He
likes to play with girls and sometimes tells
me that he wants to be a girl instead of a
boy. | have passed thru a lot of sorrow and
an empty life and | see that my kid is run-
ning towards the same. Now my question
is: should | encourage him to be a girl,or do
| have to stop him and force him to be mas-
culine? My wife is holding me responsible

because he inherited my problem.She

DeAR GOVERNOR GERINGER,

My name is Linda A.Simpson. | am a former
Wyoming resident and a retired police offi-
cer from the City of Rock Springs Police
Department. | now reside in Redmond,
Washington. Having spent the majority of
my adult life in Wyoming | was appalled at
the report of the recent death of Matthew
Shepard in Laramie. | am further disturbed
about comments reported by you, through
the media, that Wyoming is not going to
pursue Hate Crimes legislation. | believe
such legislation is necessary. Matthew
Shepard, regardless of his race, color, creed,

Wyoming may not approve of an individu-
als lifestyle but, they defend the right of the
individual to live whatever lifestyle they
choose in a free and equal society.

Sincerely,
Linda A. Simpson
lASimpson@Hotmail,com

DEAR EDITORS

As a retired Wyoming Law Enforcement
Officer and a former trainer | am going to
offer the WLEA (Wyoming  Law
Enforcement Academy) to allow me to do
some training for recruits at the basic police
academy. | don't know if they'll accept my
offer but | am going to make the effort. It is
always more meaningful when it is "one of
your own" (ie not just another cop but a
sister Wyoming officer who is TS). | had
transitioned while on the Rock Springs
AWYOMING) Police Department and

afc leastlone of them went to Dr. Brown. She
sings his praises highly. But this article sure
doesn't sound like someone | would want
to do business with.

Sincerely,
Kelly S.

SAII\I Diego, Dr. John Ronald Brown, 75" of San
Ygdro, was ordered to stand trial for alleged!

killing a patient who died after his healthy leg
was amputated.Brown is accused of killing
Philip Bondy, 80, who died in May of gangrene
f@m an illegal amputation performed in
Tijuana. Bondy suffered from apotemnophilia

a sexual desire to have a limb removed, pros—'
ecutors said. Brown, who pleaded innoc,ent in

May, had his license revoked in 1977 afte;
three patients nearly died from sex change
operations he performed in places such as a

garage and a hotel.

DEAR EDITORS,

Gwen Smith's response to the murder of
th; Powers exhibited all the subtlety of a
;aplst attempting to blame the female vic-
im.

| know more than | care to about "julia
I"Iorgarj" (wWhose legal name when he died
was still Walter Miller) - but what about
Powers - whom Miller murdered when she
refused to rubber-stamp his request for
sex-reassignment? Did Powers have a fami-
ly? -Is she mourned by loved-ones or did
she lead a lonely existence? We won't find

gender, sexual orientation, age, lifestyte-etc:
did not deserve to die. Matthew's parents
did not deserve to lose a child they loved
and nurtured for too short a lifetime.

insists on treating my son like he was a sol-
dier and wants him to do "boy" stuff so he
can maybe change, is that possible?? Sorry it
took so long to explain but anyway | will

appreciate If you can.
| have always believed that Wyoming lived

up to its image as the Equality State. A State
which held ideals of equality since initial
statehood, long before such concepts of
equality were popular: A concept embraced
by Wyoming in the last century, where the
fight for achievement in many states will be
pursued into the next century.

Dear Carlos,

Many children want to explore the middle-
ground that divides boys and girls. Kids discern
who they are by exploring the limits of their
world and themselves. Allowing children this
playful exploration is a vital part of rearing d

healthy, emotionally stable child. Mr Geringer | ask that you uphold

Wyoming as 2 model for equality and
denounce actions of Hate Groups and prej-
udiced individuals. Please pass legislation
against Hate Crimes and send a strong
message to Hate groups that violence
against minorities, ignorance, and prejudice
will not be tolerated in the Equality State.

Transgender Tapestry takes the stance that
asserting the questionable value of main-
streaming a child's identity (gender, idealologi-
cal or otherwise) without a reminder of the
healthyness of individual exception, jeopar-
dizes the natural maturation of a person dur-
ing the seminal years of childhood. This kind of
ommission encourages parents to make ‘nor-
mal’ children through a process of guidence
which has as its end constricted behavior
modeled upon social conventions.

| also ask that you show some compassion
for the family of Matthew Shepard and
attempt to prevent the demonstration

demonstration

As our community testifies, such mainstream-
ing causes children both immediate hurt, and
long term distress. Far too many people today
suffer from childhoods marred by punishment
for transgressions of the ‘norm’ Transgender
Tapestry maintains that the greatest care
which any child can receive comes from

govern, you protect.

planned by Reverend Fred Phelps. Such a
| find to be the ultimate
repulsive act of a coward spewing hate in
the name of religion. Please don't allow
Wyoming to sanction such acts. Stand up
and defend the rights of the people you

[t was always my belief that people in

X

received 100% support from my co-work-"
ers, the City Goverment, and the
Community. | know | made a big difference
in that agency in regarads to GLBT issues.
To this day my former co-workers  still
write, call, and stop by when they visit this
part of the country. For those reasons the
Matthew Sheperd homicide hit me hard. |
didn't think such hate existed in Wyoming
but, we see it can raise it's ugly head any-

where.

I'm just trying to make a difference in my
own small way.

Sincerely,
Linda A. Simpson

DEAR EDITORS,

It would seem Dr. Brown is still in business.
He has been the subject of several of Dr
Sheila Kirk's articles in past Tapestry issues.
| am sending you a copy of a recent El Paso
Times article on the doctor. As usual the
primary purpose is to insure that my pri-
mary membership group is up to date on
the latest T news. Also | am concerned that
others will still avail themselves of Dr.

Brown's services.

| know that at least two MtFs from my area

underwent surgery in the last five years and |

the answers to tho ; :
se sorts of questi i
Tapestry. questions in

| am sick of being expected to sympathize
\fxith the Walter Millers of this world, whose
Cc;r;tz;szgg; C;Sarlw%mg ex’ leads to a violent
eir male se i
ment collides with the h aerssk‘;rzilito{o??lﬂe_
a transsexual woman in this 5ociet; Andell'ng
sick of_people like Smith who preSL‘Jme thm
my being transsexual requires me to nat
only suspend belief by accepting a killet?';[

clglm to be .the opposite sex but to side
with him against other women.

It's pretty obvious that Smith places greater
gmpbasns upon how an individual "self-iden-
tifies" than anatomy, personal history and
actuallbehavior combined. Morgan's self-
proclaimed "womanhood" wasn't enough
to prevent him from stereotypicall
responding with violence when he felt 'r’rus%
trated by a woman; nevertheless, Smith
refer; to Morgan with female pryonouns
desplte the fact he wasn't even living full
tlme‘.‘ In doing so, Smith demonstrates that
the "transgender movement" -- as distinct
frqm transsexual activism -- is more than
W|||4|ng to accept the minimalization, intimi-
dation and elimination of womenyas the
means to the end of gender as a bipol
social construct". g

By expressing such one-sided, solicitous
concern for the "suffering" of a legally male
perpetrator at the expense of the female
VICtII"'ﬂ of this brutal murder; Smith reveals
the "transgender movement" to be nothin

more than male chauvinism in drag. ;

Sincerely,
Margaret Deidre O’Hartigan

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

IN DEFENSE OF QUEER
copyright 1998 by Jesse Heiwa

| recently attended a [
public forum at m
local Gay & Lesbian Community Center or>1/

This got me thinking. Did we forget the last
25 years of our his/herstory? The battles
that women fought to be included in the
boys club that was the "gay community"
Where grudgingly, LESBIAN as a term was.
added to gay to acknowledge the role of
women, and where issues such as repro-
ductive freedom were finally deemed an
important part of our struggle for human
rights? Where in the early 90s, the BISEXU-
AL and TRANSGENDER communities had
to struggle to even be considered to be
part of "us" Where pitched battles were
fought over whether even their own names
(;)\;hthen:chcommunities would be included
ere they were :

e Z]amed, told they could march,

In our rush to gain acceptance (but not
equality), some communities aren't yet
even acknowledged officially at all, such as
other seggal minorities like the SM/fetish
communities or intersexuals; who without
thetr consent are forced into the gender
bmlar.y we call male/female. Can we reall
boil it all cbwn to that for us to gain alliesy
we must jettison the diversity that is thé
REALITY of our community? Can we erase
the last 25 years and just go back to the
term "gay"? With that logic, why not go back
to fche previous attempt at relating to the
mainstream, and use "homophile?” Can't we
keep? moving forward instead of going back?
Can't we instead celebrate the diversit.
that ma!ges up our lives; including our cho>—/
sen families that don't always "fit" the tradi-
fmonal monogamous model.Where we trul
include the majority of people in this vvorldy

~People Of Color: Where youth and seniors

the issue of marriage and what it means to
our communities. During the public com-
ment and question section, a person stood
up and said, "Let's not use Queer" "Let's
not use any term that alienate us from
thosg who would support us, or confuse
the !ssue." [t seems that Queer, a term
recl;tmed by our communities in the earl

905:' is no longer considered an "appropri>j
ﬁgfiodmnHer gfuest to the table of our assim-

n. He fini ing, "
o shed off by saying, "our gay

Trans
gender Entrepreneur Guides

are not rglegated to either being silenced
or made invisible. If we need an umbrella
for us all, why not Queer? Let's not be
afraid of ourselves. We should welcome
support from outside of our communities
But let's not do the job of those who
oppose our very right to exist. Let us name
ourselves and speak with our own voices. |
am a proud QUEER; in solidarity with all m
bro.thers and sisters around the world an(>j/
| will be accepted as what | am, not 'vvho
someone else want me to be.

If i
anzogeidnream of owning your own business
il wglly’?ur own boss our step-by-step
e ha:/ .elp to epsure your success
b - ownf information about how to s{art
e e rlansgender business from start-
i A' f;;znn;ng techniques and manage-
R o ‘the transgender start-up
Consignmg : es mglude: Dating Service
Shopping‘esn\ C_|othmg Shop, Personal j
Publishing, ?r;va;Z:'chr?:sggnder e
. O ulting. To receive
$9.9:lr:§§svztl:;tt-_up| guide cata!ogu:‘:e\::d

g ino's Press,

28
West 22nd St. #108 Mpls. MN 55404

ORI ELECT RS

BEpeAmo

FuLL Bopy ELecTroLYSIS PRE-SRS

' IFGE Mewmser Discount [P

gt ADAMS
ELECTROLOGY
ASSOCIATES

TRANSGENDER
COMMUNITY SPECIALISTS

Licensep & Boarp CeRTIFIED
DAY/EVENING/SATURDAY
APPOINTMENTS

380 LoweLL Sr.
WakerieLo MA

781-245-0005

(1/2 mile from exit 41, Rte. 128/95)
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ADVERTISING
AWARD

Goes To Network Associates,
r of McAfee VirusScan
for Windows.

W

Sadker Lol Nomwprt Voinity

the make

If you would like to let the
company in guestion know
that you do not support
transphobic advertising,

contact them through one of
the below methods.

Network Associates, Inc.
3985 Freedom Circle
Santa Clara, CA os5054
Main: 2408-988-3832
Fax: 408-970-8727
http://www.nai.com

Advertising Department:
email to:

Barry_Grist@NAl .com

Jennifer Keaveney.
Senior Public Relations
Manager:

email to: jkeavney@nai.com

lFEATLJRE

V.V S e~ il

Miggi Alicia Gilbert,
Ph.D.

Being part of a long term couple is never
an easy undertaking. It requires commit-
ment, hard work, and honesty. Being part
of a transgendered couple almost
inevitably adds extra stress to a relation-
ship. Even under the best of circum-
stances living with another person is
never that easy, and if that other person is
transgendered, then it's even harder. For
one thing, being transgendered or being
with a transgendered person means that
you are forced to confront your feelings
and attitudes about gender and gender
roles. Why is it so important in so many
cultures that the differences between
men and women remain so incredibly
rigid? Why is it that gender outlaws are
treated so harshly? How do we each sup-
port and reinforce the gender rules in our

Photo: Daphne Prideaux

accompanying an activity that at one
moment seems utterly harmless and the
next totally inappropriate, is sufficient to

L O Vv E

o

outlaws, is not a choice. We were born
this way, became this way, or somehow
evolved into who we are. For our part-
ners their recruitment into the gender
outlaw family frequently comes as a sur-
prise. Sometimes it is a result of a sudden
revelation and at other times through a
more subtle evolution, but more often
then not it is something happening to
them, not about them. And yet many stay,
and many learn to accept, participate,
share and even enjoy. They are the ones
who know what it means to love a per-
son, a being, who may sometimes be one
thing, sometimes another, who may have
begun life as one thing and be continuing
it as another. They are the ones who see
through the roles, games and charades to
the soul beneath, and that is truly revolu-
tionary.

The partners of TG people have to give
more, and | love them for it. Every single

Christine Becker L.1.C.S.W.

Board Certified Diplomate with
N.A.S.W. and A.B.E.C.S.W.

Individual - Couple —‘Family
Evaluation and Counseling for the
Transgender Community

341 Marrett Road (Rt. 2A)
Lexington, MA 02173

617-862-6170

DESIGNEfi QUAL
COSMETICS & SKIN CARE

i in discreet
fessional products come in d
= g::zg‘lﬂ:gzr(\)g with easy-to-follow insfructions.

GENTEEL

PRODUCTS INC.
For the feminine you.

write, call or fax for
a FREE Brochure
P.o0. Box 811972
Boca Raton FL. 33481-1972

Tel: (561) 995-0140
Fox:((561)? 241-1138 :
Email: genteel @adelphia.ne

visit our Website at
www.genteelusa.com

/asv to apply

daily Tives, in our attitudes and expecta-
tions?

Every cross dresser periodically goes
through a spell of wondering, why? Since
there is no answer to this question, or at
least no neat general
we cross dressers try
much time wrestling wit
| imagine, our partners
similar process.

First, there's the question, why does he
cross dress? But, secondly, there’s another
question that must arise: Why did |
choose a cross dresser? What was there
about this man that attracted me, and was
his being a cross dresser part of that
attraction? Is there some karmic is
underlying feeling that brought us
er? And maybe even, going that one step

ther:-What is there in it for me in bein‘g

ArTIed or partnered to a cross dresser?

sue or

The pat acceptance for the TG
Person, and certainly for the heterosexuy-
al cross dresser (my own group) IS not an
easy one. The Y C
explanation for a

broadly condemned -
one Is violating [ d deeply held

S ne fear ol |
norms, the fear, suilt and uncertainty

create stress in any individual. There may
be, at the end of the path, contentment,
peace and even pride, but getting there is
no mean feat. That is why the role of the
TG partner is so terribly crucial.

Regardless of the flavor of TGism, part-
ners play a powerful role. They easily
become, rightly or wrongly, our windows
to the world. They often personify the
Other, the outside world who looks at us
and sees not the self-image we conjure of
the lovely lady or good looking guy, but of
the misfit, the weirdo, the silly man or
woman trying to be what is not.WWe make
them the Other; we give them this power
and role, force it on them, whether asked
for or not, and we feel its strength when
we search their faces for disapproval or
audit their tone of voice for irony or
rejection. At the same time we too often
forget that they are having the analogous
experience. What are they doing here?
What brought them to this place? Isn't
someone who loves a gender transgres-
sor also violating the rules? When s/he
gives you support, s/he becomes part of
the struggle. When s/he is out with you
and feels comfortable and has fun and
stands proud, then s/he is part of the van-
guard, part of the transgender revolution.
For us being part of the revolution, being

time | see a wife who supports her cross
dressing husband, or a partner who is
with a TS, or a couple sharing the TG
experience by trying to find their own
way across rocky terrain without a map,
my spirit soars and there is a gladness in
my heart because | am seeing love. When
we see the soul of our partner; and not
just the clothing or even the body, then
we are seeing truth and that is the place
love lives.

When you are transgendered and loved,
that love is very special because it comes
to you the hard way. Like a salmon swim-
ming upstream, that love fought its way
there against the rules and conventions of
society. So if you are transgendered, do
not ever forget that your partner is a spe-
cial person, someone in whom love lives
truly. And when you love a transgendered
person you are showing an insight into
your partner that pierces superficiality and
goes to the heart of where love lives.You
also show an insight into yourself, an
acceptance that offers a potential for
peace and permanence arrived at
through sharing, giving, and receiving.
When that happens you truly know
where love lives.

Dr. Miqqi Gilbert is a professor of Philosophy
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those two questions in
hopes of discovering
something more basic or
universal. What we found
was that while we've all
got different kinds of fam-
lies, the thing we've got
in common is that our
families simply want to
Kknow who we are so they
can relate to us in some
predictable way. After
some hours of discussion
we realized that this sub-
ject was way too big .for
this column! And we sim-
ply didn't have the time
to get a book out on
"family" yet. But we both
realized that Kate had
already written a piece
that spoke to this toplfc: i
! MWWM—a—mrt\C\Q that was first
lot of things by an awful lot pubhshgd mMTheZinl\ele\i/;/]
of people over the lpast Yo:‘l; 'll’clarg;ssmjégit A
decade or so. | think | can  ea :
safely say that one of tpe aKpgeea;icdi iniﬁvgfgﬁtel\s%
-asked questions tor a
:::riizz is sgme form of would be a good place

s
i ld them! ) W d S

O dd our amll react When )/OU to O O oe or it

YOUWa ;’ ee abOUyt YOU oW W atacan O WO st at Ope S

Barbara: Hi and Happy
Holidays! If your holiday
season is anything like ours,
how did you find the time
to sit down and read this

magazine?!

There's so much to do aqd
so many people to see.Thls
year we're spending time
with members of our bio-
logical families and .also
with our extended family of
the heart. So, family is up
for us.We think it probably
is for many of you, too.

We hadn't received any let-
ters from you on the sub-
ject of family, but it's a sub-
ject we wanted to address.

Barbara Ca_r‘ellas .
iy Photo: Annie Sprinkie
Kate Born

dam
Photo:Dona Ann McA

Kate: This particular version of "Hoowah\/op“ has ne\r/grn:_izr;
ublished in English. It includes a bit about my tln':e asap e
Fo)perator which never made it past the Times' editoria :

Barbara: There are so many kinds of families that there could- l
sgrinning: So here ya go. | hope you enjoy.

i i hat would apply to any
p ibly be any advice we might foer t
Ta:gzor?jmger of tZannies or their families. So, we searched beneath

OOWAHYOO?

By KATE BORNSTEIN

"Who are you," asks the third blue-
haired lady, peering up at me through
the thick lenses of her rhinestone cat
glasses. Only it comes out in one
word. like "Hoowahyoo?" I'm wearing
black, we all are. It's my mother’s
funeral service after all, and the little
old ladies are taking inventory Qf the
mourners. Me, | have to take inven-
tory of my own identities whenever

someone asks me who | am, and the
answer that tumbles out of my
mouth is rarely predictable. But this
is my mother's funeral, and | am dev-

f
ted, and to honor the memory ©
e lling each of them the

m, I'm te
s e know they can deal

who of me |
with.

"'m Kate Bornstein,” | answer her in

this quiet-quiet voice of mine,

"Mildred's daughter."

"Daughter?!" She shoots back incred-f
ulously the same question each O |
her predecessors had asked, because
everyone knew my mpther had two
sons. That was her claim to fame and
prestige amongst thi; crowd. No do'
nothing daughters in my mothehr :
family, no sir. Two sons. That was nef
worth as a woman.

"Mildred never mentioned .she had
daughter" The eyes behind thos
glasses are dissecting my face, 100

ing for family resemblances. When |
was a boy, | looked exactly like my
father. Everyone used to say so.Then,
when | went through my gender
change, those same people would
say, "Y'know, you look just like your
mother" Except I'm tall. Nearly six
feet of me in mourning for the pass-
ing of my mother, and I'm con-
fronting this brigade of matrons
whose job it seems to be to protect
my mother from unwanted visitors
on this morning of her memorial ser-
vice down the Jersey shore.

"You're her daughter? So who's your
father? It's not Paul, am | right?"

Now there would be a piece of gos-
sip these women could gnaw on over
their next mahjongg game. "Mildred
had another child," they'd say after
calling two bams, "a daughter no less!
And Paul, God rest his soul, he never
knew." My mother had told only a
tight circle of friends about my gen-
der change. She knew that spreading
the word meant she'd be torn to
shreds by the long pink fingernails so
favored by the arbiters of propriety
of the small town she lived in. She
was raised in a nearly-orthodox
household, my mother was.

____As a young girl, she would wake up

every morning just in time to hear
the men and boys wake up and utter
the phrase, "Thank God | was not
born a woman." She lived her life
placing her self-worth on the pres-
ence of the men in her life. Her
father, a successful merchant, died a
year before | was born. Her husband,
a successful doctor, died a year
before | told her that one of her two
sons was about to become a dyke.
She preferred the word lesbian. "My
son, the lesbian," she would tell her
close friends with a deep sigh and a
smile on her lips.

My mother was there the night the
rabbi asked me who | was. | was a
senior in college, a real hippie: beard,
beads, and suede knee-high moc-
casins with fringe hanging down past
my calves. | was home for some hol-
iday or other, and my parents
thought it would be nice if | came to
synagogue with t hey wanted

hem T

| told her the truth:

would be.

to show off their son who was going
to Brown. I'd always enjoyed Friday
night services. There's something
lullingly familiar about the chanting,
something comforting in the old
melodies and the Hebrew which |
never ever understood but had
down phonetically.

But when the rabbi gave his sermon,
| was incensed. To this day, | don't
remember what | was so outraged
by, any sense of my anger having
been eclipsed by the events that fol-
lowed. But there | was, jumping to
my feet in the middle of the rabbi's
sermon, arguing some point of social
justice. My father was grinning. He'd
never been bar mitzvah'ed, having
kicked his rabbi in the shins the first
day of Hebrew school. My mother
had her hand over her mouth to
keep from laughing. She was never
very fond of our rabbi, not since the
time he refused to make a house call
to console my father the night my
grandfather died. So there we were,
the rabbi and the hippie, arguing rab-
binical law and social responsibility.
We both knew it was going
nowhere. He dismissed me with a
nod. | dismissed him with a chuckle,
and the service continued. On the
way out of the synagogue, we had to
file by the rabbi who was shaking

everyone's hand.

"Albert," he said to me, peering up
through what would later be known
as John Lennon glasses,
"Hoowahyoo? You've got the beard,
so now you're Jesus Christ? I've
done my time as an evangelist.
Twelve years in the Church of
Scientology, and later, when |'d
escaped Hubbard's minions, four or
five years as a reluctant spokesper-
son for the world's fledgling trans-
gender movement. But somewhere
in between Scientology and post-
modern political activism, | found
time to do phone sex work. My
mother never knew about that part.
It was one of the who's I'd become |
knew she couldn't deal with. So |
never told her of the day | was
standing in line in the corner store in
West Philly, chatting with the woman
behind the counter. From behind me,
a deep male voice says, "Excuse me,

| was her baby,
I told her | was her little boy, and the
daughter she never had. | told her | loved her.

who are you? And | turn to see this
middle-aged yuppie peering up at
me through tortoise-rimmed glasses.

"Stormy?" he asks me. Stormy was the
name |'d chosen for the smoky-voiced
phone sex grrrl who did erotic danc-
ing on the side and had a tattoo on
her thigh. "Stay on the line with me a
little longer, sugar" I'd purr into the
phone, "and I'll tell you what it is."

So this young urban professional is
standing behind me looking like he'd
died and was meeting the Virgin
Mary. I'm trying to figure out what
fantasy of his we'd played out.. But
I'm scared. Way scared. If word got
out that Stormy is a tranny, I'd lose
my job for sure. | fix this guy with the
same icy stare I'd learned from my
mother, and he eventually slinks away
to inspect the Pringles.

My mother died before she could
hear the blue-haired ladies ask
"Hoowahyoo" of the tall-tall woman
with mascara running down her
cheeks. She never heard the produc-
er from the Riki Lake Show ask the
voice in the phone jammed up
against her ear, "Who are you?" when
| told her | wasn't a man or a
woman. My mother never heard the

_ Philadelphia society matron ask me

the same question when | attempted
to attend her private women-only
AA group. My mother only once
asked me, "Who are you? It was
about a week before she died.
"Hoowahyoo, Albert?" she asked
anxiously, mixing up names and pro-
nouns in the huge dose of morphine,
"Who are you?"

| told her the truth: | was her baby, |
always would be. | told her | was her
little boy, and the daughter she never
had. | told her | loved her.

"Ha!" she'd exclaimed, satisfied with
my proffered selection of who's,
"That's good. | didn't want to lose
any of you, ever"

Do you have a question you'd like Kate and
Barbara to tackle? Write them at Too Tall
Blondes, Box 415 Times Square Station,
New York City, New York, 10108, USA.

| always
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Alison Laing is a ghost writer for a self sydicated wine writer and
author. She may be reached via the IFGE office regarding questions
about wine. Special to Transgender Tapestry
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A long time ago in a land far away, peo-
ple drank wines because they were
sood and not because of their label or
price. Most of the people were not
really concerned with the name of the
grapes that were used to make the
 named the wines for the
nce they came. One of
that made the better wines
i in north central
. The wine was a
dry (not sweet)
d flavor of the
om crisp and fruity to
Mplex fruit, some times

t of flint or gunpowder:

irned that the
s came from the
les just north of

e in the near-
so produced good wines.
roduced from most of

/ good. As

], the t vineyards
ind called

Cha the very

S Or p of Chabilis.
d next best
d called

1blis A

>

|
irds
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When the first good wines of America
were produced, it was obvious that
they should be named after the great
wines of Europe and especially France.
Again people were not really interest-

Allison Laing

ed in what the name of the grape was,
but were more interested in how it
compared to the known European
wines. So when a winery had a dry
white wine, one of the most popular
names used was "Chablis." It did not
seem to matter that the wine tasted
nothing like a French Chablis. To add
insult to injury, the Chablis of the New
World, usually have little or most often
none, of the Chardonnay grapes used
to make the real Chablis in France.
When the folks in California began to
realize that there were several grapes
varieties that produced really fine
wines, they named these wines for the
grape varieties from which they were
made. Over the last few decades, most
of the more popular wines are
referred to by a grape varietal name.
For example, the darling of the white
wine lovers, is the wine made from
and called Chardonnay.

HABL

Copyright 19968 Alison Laing

The wines from parts of the world
other than France called "Chablis", are
most frequently made from Thompson
seedless, French Columbard and sev-
eral other large yield producing grape
varieties that grow in the industrial
vineyards of California and New York.
While most of these American or
Generic "Chablis" are "jug" wines with
no complexity, they are usually drink-
able and very low priced.

Today, most all wines made from
Chardonnay in the New World, which
includes the United States, Australia,
South America, are called Chardonnay.
These wines range from much more
than just drinkable to outstanding and
even great. Of course these real
“Chardonnays" can be relatively
expensive. As it turns out most of the
New World Chardonnays, even those
that are incredibly delicious, seldom
capture the original character of the
true French Chablis. The New World
Chardonnays are made in a variety of
styles. They may have intense oak fla-
vor; they may have charming fruit; and
they can often rival the best white bur-
gundies of France. But, as good as they
are, they too, are not Chablis.

The moral of the story is simple. Just
remember "Chablis and NOT Chablis".
A French Chablis can be a joy to the
palate; it is 100% Chardonnay and usu-
ally costs a bit above the average wine.
“NOT Chablis", that is American
Chablis, is usually a modest nonde-
script wine, made from nondescript
grapes, and has a low price. If you real-
ly want a Chardonnay from France,
order a French Chablis or a French
white Burgundy; from any other part
of the world, all you have do is to
select your country and favorite brand
and order it by it's varietal name,
Chardonnay. A
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cask.)) Fortunately, the corporation does
not let its knowledge of cocoa mix
impede it ability to produce some lovely
wine. The 1995 vintage garnered solid
mid to upper -90s ratings, and the 1996
followed closely with a 94 (on par with
the BERINGER Chardonnay Napa Valley
Sbragia-Limited Release 1994). Some
reviews find this wine notably elegant
and rich, showing tiers of ripe pear, spicy
oak, hints of citrus, pineapple, spice and
hazelnut flavors. While it might well

kind of "nutty" description, designates a While 1994 might be the greatest year uphold the standards set by the classic

specific caramel flavor which is also often  for Chardonnay that anyone can remem- 1994 vintage, a bottle tasted this past
described as "buttery", "honey", or "but- ber, there are other ripe, rich, complex  summer proved a bit sharp and overly
d,and can  oaky, though hinted at a developing

serscotch’, and is used to convey the  vintages. 1992 was well receive
s in still be held in cellar. Some 1995 and 196 smoothness which should take firm hold

Chard hieve: E
GERINGER Chardonnay LECTROPHORTB I

Napa Valley

The best California Chardonnay exhibits  Private Reserve

a distinctive sweet taste usually charac-
ty" the intensity of which is ROCHIOLI Chardonnay

terized as "frui
modified by such words as "bright", "live- Russian River Valley Reserve

ly", or "vivid". Tree fruits, such as apple or
pear, are commonly used to further TRUCHARD Chardonnay

denote this sweetness, though one will Napa Valley Carneros
also find "melon” and "pineapple” used
frequently. The "smoky", "toasty", or any

MATTHEW S. CARLOS
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PR Some electrologists will offer a slidin
scale payment plan for regular cus%
tomers with longer than average work
saving you time and money over the:
long run. If you require long-term
treatment, request some kind of dis-
count. The consumer benefits, as does
the electrologist, who can coLmt on a
regular appointment. A sliding scale for
the average trans genderist depends

on beard thickness--
hours. Stiom, 00

EDITED BY
BrENDA BURKE

Just about everybody will admit to
being at least a little afraid of some-
thing, It could be snakes, or flying. Even
if your fears don't prevent you from
walking out your door every morning,

g

taste imparted by the oak barrel
which better wine ferments and
matures. (Temperature-controlled stain-
less steel vats were popular for some
time, but the better wine makers have
shifted to "new" oak barrels, and some
construct their barrels from the even
more costly "old" oak, which must be
“imported from- Europe). While all
Chardonnay is drinkable upon release (in
the spring or summer after it is bottled),
and some can maintain its character for
up to 10 years (when cellared properly),
it is the truly exceptional California
Chardonnay which improves with age.
Every so often a year is punctuated with

wines also follow admirably on the heels
of the 94's:

MATANZAS CREEK
Chardonnay Sonoma Valley
1995 ($30):

Galileo remarked that wine is light, held
together by water, and those words were
never more aptly applied than to this vin-
tage.You may have 10 look around to find
a bottle (and pay upwards of $35), not
only because its excellent reputation
precedes it, but those who have tried it
are returning for seconds (and paying
whatever it takes for the privilege).

between 2000 and 2002. t

In considering such accounts keep in
mind that wine ratings are subject not
only to individual preferences, but also
gauged according to the other wine at a
particular sampling. It is also important to
recognize that the character of wine

~ changes over time and not always for the

better. The wines selected here not only
exhibit endurance, but continued tastings
reported a favorable enhancement of
their flavor with cellaring Your investment
in them will provide immediate enjoy-
ment should you drink now, and will offer
equal or increasingly greater levels of

y still linger in the back of your
mind and influence your decisions. As
a result, we often choose to avoid the
unpleasant, unknown, or unexpected

At one time, | was afraid of elec‘troly—.
sis. Then, one day, my mother noticed
m: p\udmg my eyebrows in the bath-
room mirror, "You'll be sorry if you get
an infection from all that plucking.” She
introduced me to electrolysis that
afternoon, and after my training, sever-

al years later, | opened the business

which successfully employs me today.

Egc?}w, | compiled a series of ques-
ns that people ask me about elec-

7) Tension:
To make you feel at ease, the profes-
sional should take steps to guarantee a
pleasa.nt, relaxing appointment.  It's
very important for both client and
glectrologist to be ready for electroly-
sis and to relax during treatment. |
reahze t‘hat some days; you just arén't
in the right frame of mind. | get frus-
trated and stressed out sometimes
too.That's why | pay attention to the
office environment so much, because a

pleasant atmosphere -
i can help reli
anxieties. P T

such noble wines. The 1994 vintage came
close to bestowing such honors on Reviews include: “the most incredible  subtlety to entrance you come the next trolysis. In general, these fears are
every petty bourgeois cask. Chardonnay l've ever experienced, ~ century. combination of mental and physic;j Clients pick ;
“n n, w !n “ . - WOrt 3; 5 ) up cues from
. : Ml‘ﬂMmmm‘rln, YUM . amazing tex . X ? there any pain, and will my scents and sights of ks soupqs,
What happened to give the 1994 vintage ture!’ and ‘“five stars. In a word There, to0, are several vintages that appearance really improve?) In th ghts of the office waiting
e ! e last room. Look for an office that is tidy

the extra dimensions of ripeness, finesse,
and complexity that prompted Wine
Spectator to hail it the dream vintage?
Nothing. For most growers in Sonoma,
the Russian River Valley, and Napa Valley

Archetypal. Several tasters reported
equally great results: sophisticated with
caramel, spicy (but not peppery) dried
fruit, and nutty flavors, fabulous balance,
acidity, and a long smooth finish. Count

should only be used for hand to hand
combat. Among these 1982, '83, and '87
all consistently prove austere, hard, and
faded - all said, perfect wedding presents
for an ex-lover.

. ‘ovided the first 5 in my "Top
sharels\tv * fear.s that potential clients
e with me In consultation sessions

owing are numbers 6-10 '

and ;omfortable. We keep the office
smelling fresh and clean, free of odors
that people might find unpleasant. We
air out the office regularly; replacing
remnants of strong perfumes and

it was an uneventful year - and they liked  on this selection becoming terribly 6
it that way. A mild spring and summer  scarce as it fully matures. As a final note, the number of successful H) ~ lunches with fresh air. | don’t allow
complemented the unusually dry winter, but ordinary Chardonnay is outstanding, 3 ourly vary from one state t smoking in my office, out of concer
: with fall temperatures remaining warm BERINGER Chardonnay Napa though in the end, no matter how you nother, anywhere from $20 i 1 for people who are sensitiv g
£ . ' - \V/ e 1995 (sz,_ag), . T . $6 . : 6 . G vate home o ; n a pri- t e-OF allergm
: and stable. This resulted in uniform alley 3 rationalize it, a $6 wine 1s a $6 wine. 50, P 0 $100+ in prestigiou o smoke. If they are allergic to lat
ripeness among all the grape clusters. In , . upless you enjoy passing your time clip- df“;’té salons. The hourly Chgar ; we keep two of the roomsg Iatex-? -y
areas where there was climatic variation, Perhaps you are unaware that big busi- ~ ping coupons and hunting through the hég =Nds on client volume and ovegr Check to see that the electrol .
the deviations balanced each other to  ness has its fingers (or should we say Sunday paper for sales, I'd put your Ofﬂf CO“ of client; reputation o—f e AR rologists
mitigate any momentary fluctuation in  feet?) in the California Wineries. | sup- money where your mouth is. In the end e\'@ f‘;ﬂp rologist(s); advertisin Bngrcen o Soie l’a e ificates, and
sugar levels. pose that like all things American, it was | believe $30 is not unreasonable for a my n‘p“i ty and equipment It’% R ot readi?n y. Also pay atten-
only a matter of time. Nestle is one of  taste of history. trolgg\’,g- i inion that a good elec- available. | keep brocﬁugsat:rr?|| made
e : the major players in the |eft.coas‘t wine and yo their weight in gold theltiet aliteat i articles, and
Of the many fine wines in the 1994 vin-  game, and Beringer is one of its wineries. Among many pursuits, Matthew relishes and Rememt; : stick with themy St ba I information about
tage, three in particular stands out as (Nestle also pressed Napa Ridge, collects fine wine. His close friends affection= B tlfl while the expense is teml Education ilsr care in my waiting room.
i the results are per = very important in treat-
S are perm eat
anent. ment. | note on the client’s record

representing everything a California

Meridian, and Chateau Souverain into its

ately regard him as d wine "snob".

what their listening preferences are




Listening to nice, soft music helps
some people pass the time. For
them, | play very soft, light music in
the background so they may talk
over it if they like. The news tends to
agitate my clients, even if it's only in
the background, and most people
don't like to hear loud, hyper music
like punk or rap when they're in the
office (though I'll put it on for some
of my teenage clients—-they love that
fast-tempo dance music, whether
they are having a facial or electroly-
sis). The steady flow of white noise
from an air filter works for some
clients, while others prefer no music
and as little background noise as
possible. Make sure your electrolo-
gist knows what helps you relax. This
ensures a pleasant experience for
you both, and better results.

8) Confidentiality:

Many TGs don't want any sign of
treatment to show, or else family or
friends might find out. This is espe-
cially true for those who have suc-
cessful careers or have not told their
wives/partners about their feminine
side. Arlene, one of my favorite
crossdressers, has been coming to
me for four years. She comes in
every two weeks for about |5 min-
utes. She only wanted to do one sec-
tion at a time. | only did the middle
of her eyebrow for two minutes.
Then I'd move to her upper lip and
hair under her nose. She only lets
me do one row of her eyebrow each
week. The week after, we'll do
another row. Arlene's eyebrows are
looking gorgeous--just SO nicely
shaped. Arlene is also having her
hands and fingers done, so that she
will have a nice presentation as both
a man and a woman. Her hands and
wrists don't look all hairy when she's
out dressed, or if she is at work. | told
her it's going to take about five years
to treat all the hairs she wants done.
That's just fine for Arlene, who
prefers the gradual, subtle approach.
Although she'll never say a word
about it to her spouse of over thirty
years, her wife likes what electrolysis
has done for her husband's look.
"When | first met you, your eye-
brows were really scraggly. Over the
years, your brows have thinned out
so nicely. They look so neat now."

9) Control:

Often, even the most stubborn "do-
it-yourself' person comes 1o realize
that there are simply some esthetic
procedures that they can't accom-
plish effectively at home in front of
the mirror, This person will try every-
thing from mail-order devices that
advertise for $29.99 to expensive
professional equipment, forgetting
that electrolysis is most safe and
effective when performed by a
skilled professional. Even an unskilled
or careless electrologist is less dan-
gerous than trying it at home. The
professionals are here for a reason--
we have the education, skills, prod-
ucts and equipment to perform the
procedure correctly. Electrolysis
requires experience. Some might
believe my criticism of home elec-
trolysis kits is biased because | per-
form electrolysis at my office. The
real truth is that you risk permanent
skin damage and infection with a
home electrolysis kit.

| cannot warn you enough about
these battery-operated "do-it-your-
self home kits. They claim to give
you everything you need to com-
plete electrolysis at home. But the
treatment is slow, ineffective, tempo-
rary and very painful. The home
operator also runs a serious risk of
injury, disease, ingrown hairs and
infection. Self-use electrolysis devices
are impossible to use accurately on
your own face. These devices are no
better than removing hair by pluck-
ing. One common problem with
home kits is the large diameter of
needle, often as large as size 5. The
needles that | commonly use are
sizes 2 and 3. When you insert a
size 5 needle into a follicle that can
only accept a size 2, it may puncture
or stretch the skin, making the pore
bigger. The needles in home kits are
designed to be sturdy and inflexible,
so that they will last. This means they
have to sell a larger size. One patient
handed her home kit over to me.
She confessed, "You take it. | know
I'm not doing it right." When | sized
up the needle, it was a size 5.1 show
this home hit to electrology students
so they can see what it looks like, but
we won't use it on anyone.

Electronic tweezers aren't any more
effective. Unlike electrolysis, the elec-
tric action of electronic tweezers is

not enough to disable the follicle
permanently. Instead, it stimulates
another cycle of regrowth. The Food
and Drug Administration has ruled
that neither home kits nor electron-
ic tweezers can be advertised as a
permanent hair removal tool.

10) Trust:

Did you ever feel that you were
burned? Not by the machine, but
with your time and money? A lack of
trust between you and your elec-
trologist may take you to the point
where you never want to have elec-
trolysis again. People who have been
burned will test me out during an
initial appointment. | respond by
comparing the practice of electrolo-
gy to other skilled trades such as
plumbing or carpentry. | ask, "If a
roofer comes to your home and
does a poor quality job, does that
mean you're not going to fix your
roof again? If a dentist hits one of
your teeth with his drill, will you
never see another dentist?”

In this respect, electrolysis is no dif-
ferent. There are very talented--but
also very incompetent--practitioners.
To focate an electrologist with good
credentials and certification in your
area, word of mouth is best. Try to
get a referral from a professional or
trusted friend, including a general
physician/internist, plastic surgeon, or
dermatologist.

You should have some idea about
the extent of the work that you
want done. Maybe you want to try
the latest eyebrow style.You want to
clean up stray hairs and shape the
eyebrows a little. Or you may have
made up your mind that you want all
your bodily hair removed for good.
You also know how much you can
afford to spend on treatments.
Some are lucky enough that they
don"t have to worry about the price
tag. Others might be willing to try
an apprentice electrologist or elec-
trolysis school student because the
pricey salons won't fit in your bud-
get. Look for professionals who will
help you and listen to your needs. Be
flexible and consider all your options
at this stage before you make any
serious commitment of time and
money A
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or stretch the skin, making the pore
bigger. The needles in home kits are
designed to be sturdy and inflexible,
so that they will last. This means they
have to sell a larger size. One patient
handed her home kit over to me.
She confessed, "You take it. | know
I'm not doing it right."When | sized
up the needle, it was a size 5. show
this home hit to electrology students
so they can see what it looks like, but
we won't use it on anyone.

Electronic tweezers aren't. any more
effective. Unlike electrolysis, the elec-
tric action of electronic tweezers s
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your bord/ily hair removed for good.
You also know how much you can
afford to spend on treatments.
Some are lucky enough that they
don't have to worry about the price
tag. Others might be w_iHing to try
an apprentice electrologist or elec-
trolysis school student .because the
pricey salons won't fit in your bud-
get. Look for professionals who will
help you and listen to your needs. Be
flexible and consider all your options
at this stage before you make any
serious commitment of time and
money A
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SURGEONS AND THEIR SPECIALTIES

Sheila Kirk, MD

When looking for a surgeon for
Genital  Reconstruction  Surgery
(GRS) or facial and body contouring,
there are some specifics that individu-
als need to consider-specifics that go
beyond what currently many believe
are important.

To begin with, it's most necessary to
realize that not all surgeons are
trained to do the same things. While
specialty surgeons do train in general
surgery for a time some enter a spe-
cial residency and/or fellowship train-
ing that gives experience which will
prepare them for special kinds of
surgery. Hence, there are general sur-
geons who can and do perform pro-
cedures in all areas of surgical care
but their abilities are limited. And
there are specialty surgeons who
work in special areas with very special
skills. Many, for example, only manage
heart patients or are in cancer work
(oncologic surgeons) or in urinary
tract disease (urologists) or in gyne-
cologic surgical procedures (gyneco-
logic surgeons). Some surgeons are
highly trained in trauma. Others in
plastic and reconstructive surgery. In
this category, there are those who are
highly skilled in subspecialties such as

hand surgery and microsurgical tech-
niques.

Overall, surgeons may train in a resi-
dent or fellowship program up to 7 or
8 years before entering practice. They
may choose to stay attached to a
medical school and work in their spe-
Cialty in an academic practice where
they teach and perform surgery with
others training in that university's pro-
gram. They may decide to go into pri-
vate practice (clinical practice) and

delegate some time to the Medical
School but work predominantly in a
private patient capacity.

Once training is completed, surgeons
take specialty board examinations,
both written and oral to be designat-
ed as Board Certified. Board certifica-
tion indicates that a particular surgeon
is highly qualified and knowledgeable.
It is strongly recommended that you
seek only Board Certified surgeons
and/or physicians for your care. Board
exams are repeated every |0 years in
most specialties to ensure that sur-
geons are continuing their adequacy in
medical knowledge, that they are
reading the current material, attending
conferences and are up-to-date in
their area of medicine.

With all this in mind, it's important to
understand the background and
expertise of those surgeons that per-
form various types of Trans surgical
procedures and to understand as well
what is involved in preparing a sur-
geon for such management.

In reading the Harry Benjamin
International Gender Dysphoria
Association's Standards of Care, there
are some definite requirements laid
down for those who will perform
Trans surgery. The most recent
SOC's state that: "The Surgeon
should be a urologist, gynecologist,
plastic surgeon, or general surgeon
and board-certified as such by a
nationally known and reputable asso-
ciation. The Surgeon should have spe-
cialized competence in general recon-
structive techniques as indicated by
documented supervised training with
a more experienced surgeon. Even
experienced surgeons in this field
must be willing to have their thera-
peutic skills reviewed by their peers.
Willingness and cooperation with
peer review is essential. This includes

attendance at professional meetings
where new ideas about techniques are
presented.”

There are several points to be made
about these requirements. Certain,
especially trained surgeons, are specif-
ically mentioned. They are trained
surgeons with Board Certification in
their specialty areas. When consider-
ing the HBIGDA guidelines, it is
important to understand the follow-
ing.  Surgeons performing trans
surgery have special training even
beyond Board Certification and it is
provided by other surgeons in this
area of special surgery, usually those
with experience in a number of
patients, over a number of years.
There is no formal residency program
to learn trans surgery-surgeons in this
field of care teach each other But
those who are learning, are already
skilled and experienced surgeons
before they learn these procedures
and do not enter active practice of
these surgeries until they are trained.
Note also, surgeons who do these
surgeries should attend meetings
where the experience and newly
developed techniques of their col-
leagues are examined and made a
part of every other's knowledge. That
is what medicine is all about. The con-
tinuing education of doctors and the
incorporation of new knowledge and
advancements so as to diagnose and
treat more completely and accurately.

Sheila Kirk, MD recently made trans history
by forming the first Transgender Surgical &
Medical Center (TSMC) developed and
directed by a trans surgeon. In addition, Dr
Kirk is the first trans surgeon performing MTF
GRS surgeries. You can ask Dr. Kirk questions
on your treatment and care, by contacting her
at TSMC@aol.com, by phone (412) 781-
1092, fax (412) 781-1096 or snail mail:
TSMC P.O. Box 38366, Blawnox, PA 15238.
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FREE

Personal Pen Pal Booklet with a subscription
to Transgender Tapestry. This is the place
where TransPeople meet.You can introduce
yourself to the movers in your community and
seek support from those who have been
there and done that. You can get experienced
advice on coming out or where to buy the
best wig at the right price. Who knows you
may find that special someone you have been
searching for. The Personal Pen Pal Booklet is
a $5.00 Value that can be purchased alone
or is FREE when you subscribe to
Transgender Tapestry at $40.00 per year

You can purchase your booklet at the IFGE
Bookstore, 14 Felton Street, Waltham, MA
02453, or call 781-899-2212. You can contact
us on the web at www.ifge.org.
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TRANSGENDER TAPESTRY
INITIATES A SERIES OF
ARTICLES DESIGNED TO
EAMILIARIZE YOU WITH
GENDER CLINICS IN THE
LINITED STATES AND
ABROAD. IT IS OUR BELIEF
THAT MAKING THE PHILOSO-
PHY AND METHODOLOGY OF
THESE CLINICS PUBLIC
KNOWLEDGE WILL INCREASE
THE COMPETENCE AND
ACCOUNTABILITY OF ALL
CLINICS, AND ALLOW THOSE
SEEKING HEALTH SERVICES
TO FIND, WITH GREATER
EASE, A PROGRAM WHICH
PARALLELS THEIR OWN
IDEOLOGY.

OuUR ARTICLE IS AN
INTERVIEW WITH

Dr. CARL BUsHONG OF THE
TanmrPa GENDER IDENTITY
Procram. DR. BUSHONG,
DR. RicHARD MARTIN, AND
Ms. KiIMBERLY WESTWOOD
HAVE FOUND SUCCESS IN
DELIVERING A WIDE RANGE
OF TRANSGENDER SERVICES
TO A BROAD GEOGRAPHIC
AREA. IT IS THIS
CHARACTERISTIC THAT FIRST
BrRouGHT TGIP TO OUR
ATTENTION.
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Transgender: Could you please tell

us a bit about the philosophy which
Informs the Tampa Gender Identity
Program (TGIP), and the services you offer?
Dr. Carl Bushong: While we per-
form a lot of services here, our real
emphasis is quality. By the way, when |
say ‘we' I'm referring to myself, Dr.
R_Jchf:%?f “lartin, our staff physician, and
Kimberly \Westwood, who performs
electrology and make-up consultation.

We're different because we try to be
%Ittu“‘ 2€, both in our philosophy and
" € services we offer We're not gate-
eeper in't begin to tell you how

CaARL BusHoNG, PH.D., LMFT
TamMPA GENDER IDENTITY PROGRAM

GENDER

much | dislike the thought of psycholog-
ical and medical professionals requiring
transgendered gals and guys to prove
themselves. One's gender identity is
really immeasurable. | can't measure, nor
can anyone, one’s feeling of maleness or
femaleness.

Our internal awareness of gender is
subjective. When a transgendered per-
son comes to me, | take that person’s
word at face value. And | can't see any
reason why not. For example, when
someone has a headache, we don't say,
“Prove it, then I'll give you an aspirin.”
The headache is real-and so is the
emotional discomfort that comes from
not being in sync with one's gender
role. | see that pain, and | see the hap-
piness that comes when things are put
right.

The only person who truly knows
where and how far to go is the trans-
gendered person, themselves. But even
they cannot do it alone.When one has
spent decades fooling everyone, includ-
ing oneself, it is difficult to tell what is
true and what is smoke and mirrors.As
we need a reflection to see our own
face, we need a knowledgeable, experi-
enced helper to see our true self.

In my opinion, a psychotherapist's role
is to be a helper, a teacher, and a guide.
To help the transgendered with those
areas and conflicts resulting from a life-
time of living a double life, one inside or
hidden from others, one out in public.
The therapist needs to be a teacher in
making available all the accumulated
knowledge, skills and choices one has
as well as clearing away the myths, lies
and misinformation. And as a guide, the
therapist aids the client through the
social, legal, medical and emotional
mine fields toward one's true self.

It's hard finding transgender based ser-
vices, harder finding good providers, and
almost impossible finding the gamut all
under one roof that's not a university-
based bureaucracy. And thats where
TGIP comes in. We strive to bring
together the best, all under one roof, but
in a family style setting.

PLEASE RESPOND, CARE OF:
kim@nu-woman.com
http:/wWww.nu-woman.com

Transgender: \What geographical
area do you service?

Dr. B: [d say that on average patients
travel about 700 miles to seek services
at the Center. But we have patients as
close as Tampa and as far as California.

Transgender: \Vhat enables you to
provide quality care over such a wide area?

Dr. B: While our physical roof is far
away for many, we've designed a pro-
gram that gives the maximum in individ-
ual care with the minimum of face-to-
face contact. Most counseling can be
done via telephone and hormonal man-
agement is mainly conducted via the
mail (lab orders and results, prescrip-
tions, etc.)

And most patients prefer receiving
intensive treatment while visiting the
Center. There's just so much involved
with successful transition. Providing
treatment in drips and drabs is very inef-
ficient, and just takes too long. So, we
make a point of providing services in an
intensive way. As an example, a patient
might come here and receive ten to fif-
teen hours of electrolysis, receive a
medical work-up, start/continue hor-
mone therapy, and receive counseling
from me... all in a period of a couple of
days.

This approach to treatment works very
well.We realize we have a job to do-and
we just do it.

Transgender: How are you different
in the services you provide?

The technology we bring to transgender
care. Our electrology facility is a great
example. We use state-of-the-art com-
puterized  equipment and  Kim's
[Westwood] technique is excellent. She's
had more than a decade’s experience
strictly with beard removal, and holds both
national electrology certifications. Patient
comfort along with quick beard removal is
her trademark. Kim's treatment room uses
very comfortable hydraulically controlled
seating (as compared to the typical flatbed
treatment tables), fixed-beam surgical-type
lighting (eliminates the ring-light in the

IDENTITY PROGRAM




patient’s face), and topical pain-control
that's about five to seven times more
effective than Emla cream.

But our latest innovation in electrolysis
treatment involves the use of nitrous
oxide anesthesia. Based on this type of
anesthesia, we've developed a very com-
prehensive system that provides true
PAINLESS electrolysis.

Nitrous oxide is the same anesthetic
used during surgery. But our equipment is
a scaled-down version of what you
would find in an operating room. In our
setting, the anesthesia machine is compa-
rable to a plastic surgery office or a den-
tal office. And the great thing about
nitrous oxide is that it offers much more
than just pain control. Psychologically, it's
tough to go through several hours of
electrology in one sitting. | know I'd get
very antsy sitting in the chair for four, five
hours straight. But nitrous takes care of
that. It produces a sense of euphoria and
time slips by before you know it.

In this type of setting, beard removal is a
snap. We are able to provide extensive
treatment and permanently clear the face
of facial hair in only a few extended ses-
sions-with the patient feeling very com-
fortable and sedate.

Transgender:  You mention plastic
surgery. Is feminizing, masculizing, or sex re-
assignment surgery performed at TGIP?

Dr. B: \We do not have a gender re-
assignment surgeon on staff, but instead
have affiliations with several surgical
providers around the US. and abroad
who perform a variety of transgender and
aesthetic surgeries. | act as a liaison
between surgeons and patients, and as a
consumer'’s advocate.

Transgender: \What do you mean by
consumer’s advocate?

Dr. B: | help my patients understand the
risks and benefits of one type of surgery
over another, the results that others have
experienced, along with avoiding the hid-
den hazards.

The hazards usually take the form of
undergoing surgery prematurely, or
before exhausting other options. As an
example, a patient might undergo a
surgery when a better solution may be
achieved by a drug therapy. A patient
who suffers from some male pattern
baldness may see their scalp hair return
fully as a result of our hormone regimen.
Undergoing hair transplants or worse, a
scalp reduction prematurely could be dis-
astrous. | help patients look at the overall
picture to avoid these types of mistakes.

What can now be done with hormones
and various anti-androgens is remarkable.

Not only can we now re-grow some scalp
hair and retard most, if not all, chest and
arm hair; we can give the majority of phys-
ical males a true female shape through the
loss of muscle mass and the redistribution
of body fat. Hips and shoulders change as
additional fat forms on the hips, buttocks
and thighs, and as a good deal of muscle
mass is lost in the upper body. The gener-
al appearance of hands and feet become
softer; but the underlying bone structure
will not change.

Transgender: As the counselor, what
do you see as your most important job in
helping the community?

Dr.B: My main job is to help each per-
son to first “be themselves,” not just the
product of society's or others' expecta-
tions. | called this shift in thinking “finding
the NATURAL you,” as compared to the
normal you (what you are supposed to be
or do).

Keep in mind that NORMAL is only the
state of being what others expect you to
be.And seeking a normal existence instead
of a natural one can be a big mistake.
Those of us who try to meet other peo-
ples’ expectations instead of our own
needs may miss out on true happiness.
Submitting oneself to pre-defined roles, for
example, may cause a young girl to even-
tually become a sales clerk instead of, let's
say, a professional racecar driver Or a
transgendered person who never really
“goes for it” and remains unfulfilled, instead
of fiving in their naturalgender rofe. My
second main concemn is helping people dis-
cover for themselves just how much
change is right for them-what to change
and what to keep.A self-identified CD indi-
vidual may make only conservative
changes while a TS person may likely go
through a complete transformation.

Transgender: | understand from your
writings that you do not categorize trans
people as CD, TG, or TS. Why s this?

Dr.B: As|went into great detail in my
article, “The Multidimensionality of
Gender," each of us is made up of at least
five semi-independent aspects of gender
(physical, genetic, brain sex, sexual orien-
tation, and gender identity). Each aspect
may be male or female independent of
the others. All gender folk begin life with
their physical gender and their gender
identity of a differing sex regardless of
their expression in the other three
aspects. But, how and how well an indi-
vidual handles this condition determines
their attitudes and expression. Most
people try to be normal (like everybody
else) and hide their natural self and later
express themselves as CD, TG or TS.
Only a minority have the determination
along with the right circumstance to say
“no, this isn't me-whatever you see on
the outside.” Some people call these indi-

viduals Primary Transsexuals.

But our gender or sex is an array of many
male-female aspects, which mix together, to
give each of us our own individual “flavor" If
we had to give a name to each member of
this array, we would end up with as many
terms as we have individuals. \We are, each
of us, a matrix of male and female aspects
and traits, not a single gender.

Our society's view of sex or gender sets
our gender role to be either exclusively
male or female, based on genitals. No
variations and certainly no changes are
allowed. But while this viewpoint may
prevall, it is unrealistic.

And it's not hard to see that society’s no
variation gender mold is unrealistic.
Whether we realize it or not, we expect
great variations amongst individuals; size,
skin color; eye color; general disposition,
etc. So variations in gender; too, fit into the
scheme of our lives. Not an off/on, black
or white expression, but a complicated,
individual expression. From my viewpoint,
transition is the journey from normal to
natural - from what we should be to who
we are.

Transgender: You'e dedicated a lot of
your professional career to studying gender
and working with the community. How did
you develop an interest in gender studies?

Dr. B: | went through a traditional grad-
uate program in psychology at Bradley
University in Illinois, followed by an intern-
ship at Peoria State Hospital. But shortly
afterwards, my life took a very untradi-
tional course. | had been given an oppor-
tunity to pursue another internship in child
and adolescent psychotherapy in
Chipstead, Surrey, England, which is just
outside of London.

My second internship is unremarkable in

the context of transgender issues. But -

afterwards | continued to live in London
for about the next ten years, beginning in

the mid-sixties. During much of this peri-

od, London was a remarkable place, set-
ting fire to a lot of the cultural change that
later spread worldwide. It was during this
period that | became acquainted with sev-
eral transsexual women. Back then the
terms we commonly use today hadn't

been established yet, and transsexualism

was poorly understood. But it was clear to
me then that there was much more sub-
stance behind their motivations than what
was documented by the scientific commu-
nity. | tried to offer as much support as |
could, there was little in the way of an
infrastructure at the time.

Years later; | settled in Tampa, Florida, and
began a private practice called Allied
Tampa Stress Center;, which initially
focused on stress management, and indi-
vidual and couple counseling. Soon afte

starting my practice, | began focusing on
gender issues and differences, and several of
my patient-clientele were gay and lesbian
individuals and couples. Later | began coun-
seling several gals who worked as female
impersonators at a couple of the local gay
clubs and began working with physicians to
further help my transgendered patients. As
the years passed, crossdressing and crossliv-
ing issues became a central focus of my
practice, as well as my professional interest.

Transgender: | see Tampa Gender
Identity Program listed on the web, on your

written materials, etc. But why is Tampa Stress
Center listed on your signage instead of Tampa
Gender Identity Program?

Dr. B: Most people find a comfort zone
with our original name, Tampa Stress
Center; and appreciate walking through an
entrance door that isn't marked Tampa
Gender Identity Program. Who needs an
additional obstacle in seeking help? Tampa
Stress Center is Tampa Gender |dentity
Program, and people know that.

Transgender: You've had a long-term
association with Kimberly Westwood and col-
laborated on a number of projects. Tell us
some of your favorite projects that you two
have worked on over the years.

Dr.B: First, besides her involvement with
TGIP Kim manages her own company, Nu-
Woman, which is a transgender-based busi-
ness providing videos, her own specialized
line of formulated cosmetics for the TG
community, and related products. She also
has a web site called Nu-Woman
Transgender Cabaret located at www.nu-
woman.com. It's a great online resource for
the community.

Our first project was the Splendor of
Gender Conference, which drew nation-
wide attendance by both transgendered
individuals and treating professionals alike.
The Splendor Conference focused on the
gamut of available treatment. We were
lucky to have Dr. Schrang discuss his surgi-
cal techniques, along with other providers
discussing hormones, psychology, electrolo-
gy, and related treatment methods.

In preparation for the conference, Kim and
| coordinated with our state’s psychological
services board so we could provide contin-
uing education credit to mental health
providers in attendance. Since the Splendor
Conference offered continuing education
credit, many mental health providers who
May not have attended otherwise took the
ime to learn more about transgender care.

We are very proud of the Splendor
Conference. It was the first of its kind to
educate so many mental health profession-
als towards the needs of the transgendered
Patient. Splendor also provided the trans-
community with a great opportunity to

b

learn more about themselves as well as to
become informed health care consumers in
the process.

Kim and | also collaborated on three videos
produced by Nu-Woman. Our first video
project was The Operation, which featured
the sex reassignment surgical procedures of
Eugene Schrang, MD. We released the
video in 1995, and immediately it received
a great response: It has been, literally, dis-
tributed worldwide. And like Splendor, The
Operation was a first of its kind, providing
true professional production quality? digital
editing and titles, digitally mastered audio,
and the list goes on. Not only was there
nothing available on the subject up until this
point, but | believe The Operation set a high-
er standard for transgender-based produc-
tions.

We then worked on Making Up Is Not Hard
To Do, which features Kim showing makeup
techniques. Kim is well-trained in makeup
and skin care techniques. She gives the
viewer a makeup lesson that takes into
account the special needs of the transgen-
dered gal.

Our final effort was a video called
Electrolysis? Permanent Beard & Body Hair
Removal. It provides an in-depth look at
electrolysis treatment, and shows how to
avoid poor methods that can produce pit-

ted scarring This video met a real need. Did
you know that training and professional
licensure for electrologists is only required
in about half of our fifty states? And many
electrologists practice techniques, that while
acceptable for a genetic woman, may pro-
duce very bad resufts on the coarse facial
hair of a transgendered patient. Nothing like
it was available before, and to my knowl-
edge no one else has produced anything
since. Some treating electrologists have
gone as far as showing the video to their
transgender patients as an education aid.

Transgender: \\ould you like to add any
final words?

Dr. B: We're currently designing a new
web site exclusively for TGIR It can be
reached at wwwtransgendercare.com or
www.tgcare.com. We hope to have a good
deal of treatment-based information at this
site, including a TG Consumer Reports
styled area. Kim is also looking into produc-
ing a CD version of some of our work. The
CD is in the early planning stages, so | can't
tell you more.

Transgender: Ve look forward to see-

ing your new offerings, and thank you for your
help inaugurating this new series.

Dr.B: Thank you.

3

- Florence’s Fashions

“Corsetry 1s

Our Specialty”

Personal Service in a friendly
atmosphere. Dresses, bras, girdles,
lingerie, breast forms, wigs, hosery,

jewelry and novelties.

Mon - Sat

68 Albion St., Wakefield, MA
01880

781-245-1385




i
|
|

ll N

P e = = A Sl 7 |

S Sl B S

E s

INTERSEX MEDICINE:
By DaviD VANDERTIE
WITH MATTHEW CARLOS
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"When you were born the nurses put
a yellow ribbon in your hair because
they didn't know what you were," my
mother cryptically tells me. | am too
young to understand what this
means, and | don't know that this will
be the only thing that my family will
ever say to me about my intersexual-
ity, but | will never forget it.

Using the excuse "it is for your own
good," intersexual children are surgi-
cally altered and their birth sex
deceptively hidden from them.
Isolated from other intersexual peo-
ple, we are shamed into a dreadful
silence about our bodies, which
extends even to the medical commu-
nity, a system of "professionals" who
help to regulate the mutilation of our
physical and mental health. Healing
this betrayal and learning as adults to
feel secure in the hands of our doc-
tors is a major undertaking.

My own fear of medicine and doc-
tors, and my anger towards the health
care system served only to further
my marginalization, and place me in
the hands of incompetent medical
authorities. Like many others my
growing avoidance of medical mal-
practice meant that | would neglect
even serious threats to my health. The
risks finally became unacceptable to
me, so | decided to work towards
trust.

I had not seen my family practitioner
for many vyears, although she was
someone | chose for myself in my
adulthood. | never spoke with her
about being intersexed, deciding to
minimize the impact upon her by pre-
senting myself as male. This obvious
oversimplification was ironically not
only supported by the medical com-
munity, but in a real sense is the pur-
ported purpose behind the surgical
sex reassignment of infants, intersex
children are meant to become invisi-
ble, or non-existent; we are assumed

N G

to disappear as a result of early med-
ical treatments and conditioning. Early
intervention is presumed to erase
intersexuality.

Feeling that | would eventually need a
doctor, and wanting to feel safe
enough to seek care without fear of
trauma, | renewed my relationship
with my physician. It took me many
more months of work with my ther-
apist before | felt even comfortable
enough to simply call my doctor.
Through tears, and over the phone, |
related my medical history and told
her that | was once sexually abused
by a doctor. To my relief, she was
exceptionally skillful with abuse issues
and promised to help me in whatev-
er way she could. | made an appoint-
ment to visit with her in person "just
to talk"
Clearly what | needed was to feel in
control of my medical care, and my
doctor gave me that ability. She sug-
gested many ways to balance our
perceived power differences. We met
in her office, rather than in an exam-
ining room. | chose where to sit,
where she would sit, how much the
door was closed or left open, how |
would address her (by her first
name), and how she would address
me, whether or not she wore a white
coat, whether or not | would undress,
when | would undress (and how
much). In short, she did not battle for
control of the relationship, but reas-
sured me that | was assembling my
medical team, whose purpose it was
to serve my needs. From that point
forward, all exams, lab work, and
appointments with specialists were
carried through with my approval, at
my pace, meeting my unique condi-
tions as much as possible.

Even this kind attention triggered
trauma issues. Each time | consulted
with my doctor | felt good, but after a
few hours of inner rumination pes-
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simism and aggression would take the
reigns. | then worked with my thera-
pist to untangle the confused web of
reaction and reality, genuine concerns
and imagined faults. When | could dif-
ferentiate between my complaints
and my traumatic reactions | was able
to return to my doctor a little more
myself, a bit more whole. | realized
doctors posses human strengths and
frailties, and through this insight |
began to slowly build my trust in doc-
tors (though not in the medical com-
munity at large). | still have a lot of jus-
tifiable anger with my past medical
treatment and with the current med-
ical model. My challenge now is to
keep that anger where it belongs, and
not dump it on my present physicians
who prove themselves patient, kind,
and respectful.

This trust building is a slow process, it
doesn't happen in just a few appoint-
ments. | recall complaining to my
therapist, after one of my first
appointments with my doctor, about
some misunderstanding. He said,
emphatically, "Give her a chance!" and
explained that | was engaged in an
educational process; | and my doctors
need to learn from each other, the
relationship is built with sincere effort
on both sides. | want to make clear
that an uncritical trust in an all-know-
ing medical authority is not what | am
talking about. | think questioning is the
right and duty of a responsible
patient. We need to trust, and make
use of our doctors' knowledge and
advice, not to become ensnared in
passive obedience.

My need to trust went from an
abstract issue to a concrete reality
when, upon inquiry, | was diagnosed
with osteoporosis. As long as | was
perceived as a 42 year old male in
fairly good health, osteoporosis was
not a suspected risk, so | had to initi-
ate the exploration. | was aware of
the possible risk because other inter-

sexuals reported suffering from it
but was surprised to discover four
other intersex adults with the condi-
tion, none of whom were old
enough to be considered as risk as
males OR females.

Perhaps other; as yet unknown, fac-
tors in intersex biology contribute to
the early onset or increased risks for
some diseases. As long as physicians
observe us as only male or female,
and compare us to the known stan-
dards, serious health threats may
continue to be missed and needed
research never carried out.

My screening discovered a low spinal
density and above normal hip densi-
ty, but because these results were
calculated in reference to normal
male standards | distrusted their
validity. With the report came a
rheumatologist's recommendation
that | take testosterone supplemen-
tation, as low steroid levels are con-
sidered one of the causes of osteo-

porosis (as in post-menopausal
women); however, | stopped taking
hormones several years because |
did not like how | felt. In sum, | reject-
ed the recommendation as inappro-
priate to my needs. | was honest
with my primary physician and my
endocrinologist about my experi-
ence with synthetic testosterone,
and they completely supported my
decision to continue discussing it.

| did not dismiss the report entirely.
The test results had a sobering
effect. | began taking calcium and vit-
amin supplements, made changes in
my diet, practiced Tai Chi, and exer-
cised. These techniques increased my
overall sense of well being, and had
some positive effects upon my bone
density. My medical team prescribed
non-hormonal  drug treatment
(Fosamax) to further remedy osteo-
porosis, and | decided to concur. The
decision to proceed was mine, and |
felt good about that, in spite of feel-
ing bad about having a condition that

needed treatment.

Building a trusting relationship is
accomplished little by little, over
time, with patience and commit-
ment. For my part, | am learning to
trust my doctors' words and their
touch. Their touch is most important
of all. It is a major lesson in my life to
learn that a doctor can touch me
and not hurt me, and may even help
and comfort me.

Our doctors too, need time in order
to learn to trust us.To trust that we
are capable of making our own deci-
sions, to learn to respect us the way
we are, and honor what we need as
persons, not just as patients. Doctors
and patients are interdependent, and
it is only when this relationship is
acknowledged that genuine healing
(for both parties) can take place.

It is @ major lesson in my life to learn
that a doctor can touch me and not
hurt me. .
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It was in the early fall of 1997 that
videographer David Gottlieb, photog-
rapher Mariette Pathy Allen, and |,
Nancy Nangeroni, transgender radio
talk show host and activist - visited the
small Hawaiian island of Molokai in
hopes of meeting and interviewing
local native transpeople, or mahu. The
project was initiated by David, who had
infected Mariette and myself with
excitement at the prospect of meeting
and interviewing some transgender
people who been fortunate enough to
grow up in a climate that was more
accepting of gender difference than
was ours.

In preparation for the trip (and at
David's prodding), | made a few phone
calls. David had told me that on the
island of Molokai there was a hula
teacher who was transgender; and who
was a leader among a local population
of trans girls.

Kim Coco Iwamoto, a transplanted
Hawaiian living in New Mexico, con-
firmed David's information. Dr. Milton
Diamond (in Honolulu), author of the
groundbreaking paper exposing the
"Joan/John" story of the failure of inter-
sex infant genital surgery, was friendly
and helpful. He seemed discouraged,
though, by his 30 years experience in
advocating for acceptance of gender
diversit. When | told him we were
hoping to find an alternative transgen-
der spirituality on the tiny island of
Molokai, he said we would be wasting
our time. He said that, while the island
culture is more accepting of gender dif-
ference than that of the mainland, the
transgender people we would meet
are little different from those of any
mainland city like New York or Boston.
He did; however, confirm the concen-
tration of Mahu on Molokai, and the
hula teacher there who acted as a
mother for the girls.

A few more phone calls revealed that
local Mahu leader Moana Dudoit ran a
Hula Halau (hula school), and also that

OF MAHU

the inn on Molokai where some of the
girls worked was called the Pau Hana.
We planned a week-long visit. David
and | arrived a couple of days before
Mariette, who was doing some pho-
tography in California. We hoped to
scout out the local scene, so that by
the time Mariette arrived, we would be
ready to start interviewing. Things did-
n't quite turn out that way.

We started our search at the Pau Hana
Inn, which we found a stone's throw
from the center of the island's main
town, Kauna Kaka'i. The town consisted

Photo: Mariette Pathy Allen

of a couple of blocks of small shops
and a few stop signs, looking much like
small town mainland America. The Pau
Hana seemed simply a modest inn at
first, but walking through a breezeway,
we discovered a breathtakingly beauti-
ful courtyard bar, walled on the far side
by the immense banyan tree, whose
giant limbs arched overhead, sheltering
and creating a natural -- and large --
outdoor theater. A low stage sat under
the tree between the courtyard and
the ocean barely a pace beyond. We
ordered drinks from a waitress who
was probably 5'10" tall, with relatively

coarse features and a heavy set body
lacking substantial breasts or hips --
clearly Mahu. | tried to strike up a con-
versation, but she seemed preoccupied
with something that was making her
unhappy. We finished our drinks and
left, figuring we had plenty of time to
find others, and knowing that we
wouldn't make friends by forcing our-
selves on people. We did better at a
pizza place where we stopped for din-
ner, and struck a conversation with a
couple of women at the table next to
ours. One of them, Carol, owned the
local variety store, while the other,
Susan, worked at the police station.
Contrary to what you might guess
from their occupations, Carol appeared
somewhat tough, while Susan was
warm and sweet. We didn't know it
then, but Carol would turn out to be
our most reliable source of friendly
information during our stay on
Molokai. She was of Portuguese
extraction, and had been living on the
island since she was a young girl 40
years ago. She told us of how, when
she was young, the local kids had hated
her, taunting her with cries of "hauli!"
and beating her up at regular intervals.
Finally, one day when a girl picked on
her one time too many, she swung her
metal lunch box with all her might and
catched the girl across the face and
gashed her forehead. Seeing the blood
running down the other girls' face,
Carol said simply "l hope you die!" and
stomped off. After that, the other kids
left her alone.

| asked Carol where and how we might
meet local Mahu. She told us that
there were plenty of Mahu to be
found, and that the Pau Hana was the
place to meet the girls. She also told us
of the hula teacher, Moana, who was
indeed the girls' "auntie," and that,
when not teaching hula, she drives a
school bus, and also works in a flower
shop. Auntie's house was easy to find,
because it was the one with the school
busses in front, near the "20 mile mark-
er". (The road running from town
along the south coast towards the east
end of the island sported mile markers

continued on page 26
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The mahus take care of one another. On our island, the males don't
tease the mahus, because they know one another, they were brought up
together. You can tell the boys that were raised here, because their par-
ENts taught them to respect the mahus. So when we walk around, nobody
tends to look at us, because we're just like anyone else. That's how this
island is, that's why it's called the friendly island. I've been all over the
Wworld, and it's good to go traveling, but there's no place like home."
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which served as landmarks.) Clearly,
Moana would be the best person for
us to talk to, but she and her hula halau
were in Arizona. Just our luck! We'd
come all that way, only to find that the
person we most wanted to meet was
on the mainland. Carol thought she'd
be back in a few days, but didn't know
for sure. In the meantime, she said,
everyone else would be at the Pau
Hana on Saturday night, and we could
surely meet other Mahu who would
talk with us. Carol was planning to be
there, and we assured her that we
would, too.

Saturday evening we returned to the
Pau Hana to find a tropical party in a
magical setting. On-stage, a six-piece
band played infectious rhythms, while
the lights of the bar reflected off the
undersides of the Banyan tree branch-
es giving the appearance of a large nat-
ural room. Beyond the stage, moon-
light reflected off the gently rippled
water: | felt shy about approaching any
of the girls there, until Carol appeared
and led us over to the table where five
girls sat. She introduced me to a largish
girl, tastefully dressed in an elegant
white evening dress, named Tracy. She
could have been a well-dressed queen
or crossdresser in_any American city.
She smiled easily, and welcomed David
and |, although only | could hear her
over the loud music. | told her who we
were and why we were there, but the
combination of alcohol and fatigue
sapped my interest in doing much
more. She told me that, not only was
she transgender, but so too were a
couple of the girls sitting with her - to
my surprise, as the girls with her were
quite beautifully feminine. | asked if we
might meet the next day, and she sug-
gested that we visit her the next
evening at the inn's restaurant, where
she works as a waitress. We agreed,
and made an exit.

The next evening we found the

restaurant empty of customers; which
left Tracy plenty of time to talk with us:
We plied her with questions.  She
told us that Auntie Moana was the
mother figure for the girls, and that
she ran the hula halau, but that she
didn't teach anymore. Her cousin
Raquel, also trans, now taught the
young girls. Tracy talked at lengt
about the hula, and we convinced h
to show us some basic movements (it
didn't take much coaxing). | trie€

orely lacking the grace needed to do
~ven a reasonable facsimile. Hula is a
guage spoken with the hands, and
hers moved with a fluidity | could only
envy and enjoy. For a long time, she
told us stories with a dignity that
spoke of a culture infused with a
charming and elegant tradition.

Finally, the evening grew late and it
was time for her to clean up and shut
down. She told us that auntie Moana
would be returning from Arizona the
next day, and that she would tell aun-
tie about us and our wish to talk with
her. We agreed to meet Tracy there at
the restaurant again the next night, to
meet other girls and possibly even be
introduced to auntie Moana. As it
turned out, though, the next day yield-
ed little. We arrived for our evening
meeting a bit late, missing all the girls
except Tracy, who now gave us a cold
shoulder. Apparently the girls had
counseled against talking with us, so
we were left with auntie Moana as our
last lead

Wednesday morning, our second-to-
last day on the island, we finally met
Moana at the flower shop, along with
her sister Raquel and Jody, an older

transperson in Moana's care. Moana
immediately impressed us with her
charm and intelligence. We intro-

duced ourselves, and gave her copies
of Mariette's book ‘Transformations:
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iefly to imitate her, but found myself
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Crossdressers and Those Who Love
Them', as well as a recent copy of
Transgender Tapestry magazine. Al
three looked the materials over, and
seemed suitably impressed. Moana
couldn't talk long then, but invited us
to interview her on camera at her
house that afternoon.

We arrived at Moana's house a bit
early, eager and refreshed. Moana
wasn't home, but Jody greeted us
warmly, and invited us to sit with her
on the porch. The house was a mod-
estly beautiful little place nestled
between two hills forming a small val-
ley overlooking the channel between
Molokai and Maui. It was very clean
and neat, Jody told us, because Moana
liked it that way. David began video-
taping and Mariette photographed
while | interviewed Jody on the couch,
looking out over the green grass, tall
palm trees, sandy beach, fresh blue
water and sky. Jody, at age 60, is the
oldest mahu on Molokai. She had
been living with Moana for many
years.

"l 'was in kindergarten when | loved to
play with dolls and wear my cousins
dress to school. | wasn't ashamed, but
the teachers didn't like it. My father
would have to pick me up after school
and tell me, "you're a boy, you're not
supposed to wear dresses."

She told us that she is treated well by
the other islanders. "l like to dress up,
and people like the way | dress," she
told us. "They say to me, 'you are the
best dressed, | wish | could get my

wife to dress like that'.

When we asked why Molokai might
be more friendly to people like us, she
answered, "We live together, so close,
like brothers and sisters."

Although Jody was friendly and open,
it was Moana, widely respected for her
intelligence, grace and commitment,
and a board member of the local
Nature Conservancy, whom we had
come to interview. We were not dis-
appointed. We asked Moana about
the word mahu. She told us, "That's
what they call men who are soft, fem-
inine. It wasn't a bad word, but peo-
ple made it bad. It's an everyday
Hawaiian word, but when it's used in
a certain way, it becomes something
people don't like." She said that
Hawaiians didn't care whether you
were soft or not. She wasn't teased in
school "because my parents were
upstanding citizens of the community.
They picked on the other mahus very,
very much." Moana owns the contract
for school bus transportation for the
island's children. "If | were in the
states, | don't think they'd accept a
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mahu to be transporting their chil-
dren, | don't think the parents would
allow a homosexual to be transport-
ing their children to and from school."

"One time they had a big controversy
about Mahu, and the mayor from Maui
county called me up personally and
asked me if it was affecting my job, my
position. | told him no, it wasn't affect-
ing me, but it was affecting a lot of the
other girls who worked here. She told
me to let her know right away if it
affects me, and she would come over
and tend to the people who were
against mahus."

Her Hula Hulau, a free school, takes the
best dancers from other hulaus, and
teaches students the more advanced
dance moves. Each year the hulau
makes four trips to places around the
world, all expenses paid by generous
patrons, to perform for others. She
showed us gifts from Germany, Spain,
the US mainland, Tahiti, and many other
places, that she had received from
grateful hosts.

“The hula is a very sacred to me,
because it tells the story of what hap-
pened a long time ago. Especially the
old chants. My mom only spoke
Hawaiian. She always sat us down and
told us the story of how our people
suffered. They didn't suffer before the
1800s, they were happy and respected
their couples and demigods and all
that, until Captain Cook came. Disease
came with him, and the people started
to suffer  When the first Chinese
migration came, they brought Hansen's
disease, leprosy. Even the royalty got

sick, and they wondered what was hap-
pening. So in 1865 King Kamehameha
decided he could not keep the people
who were sick, so he had his men
decide which island would be best for
the people who were sick. So he took
them to Kalaupapa, and just dropped
them off, pushed them off the boat.
And there they had to survive, with no
doctors, nurses or medicine. VWomen,
children, old people, they just died
there. To this day, the waters where
they dropped off the people are full of
sharks. The sharks knew that every
week, the boats would come, and the
sharks would have a lot of meals,
because many people couldn't swim to
shore. We go down to Kalaupapa
every year, to do a show for the peo-
ple there, and to show them that we
care. lt's a big full day for us, and the
girls look forward to it."

"The girls way of dancing is always a
rippling of their fingers and a move-
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ment of the hips side to side like the
palm tress, as the trees sway side to
side. Their storytelling is always more
soft then the men. The men were
always close-fisted, and when they
danced, they would pound their feet.
But most of the dancers now are gay
boys, so when they dance, they try to
dance like the girls. So you can tell who
is gay, because their hips sway like the
girls. But their hands are not like the
girls, their hands are always straight out,
and no rippling of the fingers." We
asked about female-to-male trans peo-
ple, and were told that there were such

on the island, as many as mahu girls, but
they lived in another area.

We asked her about the acceptance of
mahu. "Hawaiians are brought up to
love their children, no matter what. My
dad, on his deathbed, told my brothers,
'l want you to take care of Moana,
because Moana is not like you folks,
Moana is different, and don't let
nobody harm her' When my father
died, one of my brothers told me
"Daddy loved you, because he made us
promise that we would always take
good care of you.""

"If [islander's] sons turn to mahu, they
will not disown them, they will love
them more, because that's the one
who will take care of them in their
dying days, and my family is the same
thing. When my mom went to the
hospital, she wouldn't let the nurses
bathe her, | was the one to bathe her
My sisters were so mad at her, because
they wanted to be the ones to bathe
her. But | was the one. So all the mahu
that | know, their mothers and fathers
love them more. Hawaiians are very
loving people, so | tell the [mahu] kids,
'don't go to the mainland. People will
tease you.' | don't get teased, they call
me her, and don't bother me when
use the ladies room."

"The mahus take care of one another.

On our island, the males don't tease
the mahus, because they know one
another; they were brought up togeth-
er You can tell the boys that were

raised here, because their parents

taught them to respect the mahus. So
when we walk around, nobody tends
to look at us, because we're just like
anyone else. That's how this island s,
that's why it's called the friendly island.
I've been all over the world, and it's
good to go traveling, but there's no
place like home."

That evening we watched Moana and
Raquel direct the hula hulau. It took
place in a school gymnasium, and about
20 girls participated. While they were
instructed in the fine art of hula dancé
Mariette snapped photos, David video:
taped and a small group of family ang
friends looked on. | found mysé!
entranced by the graceful fluidity €
their movements. | longed to move
beautifully, to tell stories with my bod)
It seemed the essence of at least on

Photo: Mariette Pathy Allen

aspect of femininity: grace and beauty
in movement.

Later that night we stopped by the Pau
Hana for a drink, and found patrons
engaged in friendly karaoke. We met
with a young mahu, Tori, and arranged
for an interview the next day.

For our last full day on Molokai, we had
arranged a morning meeting again at
the flower shop, this time planning to
shoot some footage of Moana, Raquel
and Jody about the island. This time,
though, nobody showed up. We drove
E(.) a nearby store and phoned Moana.
| M sorry, but | can't talk with you" she
said. "Some of the parents were upset,
and said | shouldn't talk with you any
more. I'm sorry" She told me that
they feared that the Molokai ranch,
Which owned one third of the island
and sponsored the hulau's travels,
would withdraw their support if word
%:;t out that the hulau was run by a
On”tiperSOhI 'hey feared that people

€ mainland might not be under-

standing, and migh invi
. night no longer invite the
school to visit : :

b

Moana could not ignore the threat to

the hulau, the parents were clearly act- -

ing to protect their daughters, and we
couldn't blame them. Although we had
to admit that their fears were at least
somewhat justified, we were stunned.
With that phone call, we went from
enjoying our island visit to feeling like
subversive intruders in a precarious
paradise.

We drove to Moana's house to take
some photographs and video of the
setting. It felt eerie, almost clandestine.
Clearly we had caused some ripples in
island society, and we were loathe to
make more.

We still had an interview to do with
Tori. We tried our best to put on a
happy face, and met her at her family's
house. Her family was friendly and
supportive, and Tori was photogenic
and friendly. We relaxed a little, but
couldn't help but feel like intruders, and
our interview was awkward. We tried
taking Tori for videotaping and photos
to the high school where she had
served as Junior Prom King one year,

and then Senior Prom Queen the next,
but Tori was unable to relax, and we felt
uncertain about shooting on school
grounds without explicit permission to
do so. Finally, as the daylight waned, we
gave it up, and confided in each other
our relief that it was over.

The next morning, as we waited to
board our plane to Honoluluy, | noticed
Moana sitting nearby, waiting for the
same flight. | walked over to her, and
thanked her for her graciousness and
for the time she spent with us. | told
her that I'd be sending her my draft of
this story for her approval, but she
shook her head.

"Just print it." she said.

In that moment, | knew that we are of
a common soul, engaged in the same
struggle for simple human dignity and
respect. We parted to take our bodies
separate ways, but our spirits, | think,
follow similar paths. A




Matthew S. Carlos

When | first read Paedra Kelly's account of
Prague, visions of a depressed communist
city came to mind. This was irreconcilable
with the pictures an architect friend had
brought back from one of his visits. | was
uncontent to publish an account of this city
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while my sense of it was clouded by such
discrepancy. | began a quest to change this
cloud of unknowing into a sense of Prague’s
soul - the atmosphere that infuses the
architecture and inhabitants with a sensibil-
ity unlike Paris, or Bonn, or Amsterdam, yet
which is still thoroughly European. | became
an armchair sailor, and the more | gave
myself the inner space to muse upon what
| read, the more | became a lover of this
city, or perhaps a mail-order bride. Sitting
behind my desk at home | let my mind
weave a patchwork quilt of Prague from
the Europe that | do know. From the cob-
bled alleys of Venice to the glow of Britain's
parliament as the underground prepares to

close, my mind constructed the architec-
ture of a city | recognized from pho-
tographs, and was familiar with only in
imagination. | cooked a stew of Padua and
Oxford - and the aroma took me precisely
to Prague.

Europe, my American friends, is old. You
simply have no idea. To Heidleburg or

Cambridge, to the universities in
Milan or Paris - Harvard is a
child learning to  read.

Washington is a box of fine 5

white sand to governments who
have held passing grudges longer
than the colonies have been
independent. The skies of Prague
are those into which Ticho
Brache gazed, and to this day
Prague's denizens celebrate the
privilege of debuting Don
Giovanni - to which even
London’s West End can merely
boast the musicals of Weber: It is
in this rich and fertile context

Prague Roof Tops

that its people live. Without it Prague is a
necropolis.

Philip Greenspun, a sometimes travel
author; aptly conveys this dimension of
Prague. He writes: 'Germany is great prepa-
ration for Prague. First, although the Czechs
heartily dislike Germans, one often encoun-
ters waitresses who speak German but not
English. Second, the filthy cars and cigarette
smoke in Germany toughened up my lungs
for the even filthier cars driven by the
Czechs. Third, German officialdom takes
itself so seriously that the Czechs seem
positively ltalian by comparison. Fourth, the
aggressive German drivers cushioned the
blow of arriving in a city where the speed
limit is 100 kph on all streets after | 1:00pm.
A lot of unmarked buildings here have
more grace to them than all of the tourist
sights in Berlin combined. Furthermore, the
whole atmosphere of the city is light. One
sees lovers embracing and people eating
on the streets, rare sights indeed in Berlin.
London and Paris are wonderful, of course,
but 95% of the people one sees in those
cities are rushing off to do something pro-
ductive. It always makes me feel lazy after a
few days. In the center of Prague, howeveg
one sees mostly tourists or very relaxed
locals.'

Daniel is not unlike most Czechs enjoying @
middle class life. He works in a gallery in the
tourist swamped Old Town Center, and i8
slowly decorating a modest flat. Eva, his
wife, is of Hungarian origin and while not
seeking surgery identifies as FTM. One ©
Eva's friends is Tereza, an erudite and edu
cated MtF transsexual fluent in English ang
Indonesian, who edits a well-kno
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European magazine. It was Tereza who was
approached by several local TGs to form a
support group; however, Tereza was loathe
to establish any degree of organization, feel-
ing it too akin to the beaurocracy of the
communist era.  While the communist
regime apparently had no ideological diffi-
culty with SRS, and provided surgery as an

unpublicised state service, a very real sym-
bol of the darkness of that government still
hangs around the necks of Czech TGs: a
statue which requires that a transsexual
must sign papers revoking parenthood of
hir children, whom then may become a
ward of the state, institutionalized in an
orphanage. The TS parent does have the
right to apply for adoption of the children,
but the trauma to the family is already
done. There are ways to subvert the sys-
tem, in Tereza's own case hir wife has
~ maintained custody of their children. This
strangely incompatible duality is explained
by sc as the communist state's attempt
to use FtM surgery to 'normalize' lesbians
into 'w men' for the workforce.
Speculation that some doctors continue to

pires

tg)e i”'(Of""‘ C such social politics, or see

RS simp 1 way to fatten their own
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etween 1 lan/gay communities and

TGs.

T fosc : v

c:nose less ied with social politics

ok Seif il of hospitable overlap

Bt ”01”’7 2 e queer communities,

clusi i ' .
well, Perhy. straight' community as

e is this so obvious as

sy

o TP :’d’m I
e X, T

*
. .
.

in the cabarets. One of the two
transvestite cabarets, Club Sticle,
occupies a basement. It fills early
and is always packed. The girls
there are treated like the stars they
impersonate, and some have
young female groupies who seek
out the performers for conversa-
tion after the show. The Russian
Sasha, who nom de theater is Lucie
de Boik, gets ovations for her lip
sync and dance to the Czech stage
musical Dracula, and Modonna’s
Vogue. Inclusivity is also practiced
by two gay organizations in Prague. The
semi-industrial, comfortably capitalist dis-
trict 7 is home to many non-smoking cafes
and vegetarian restaurants. It is also the
location of the five floor building which
houses the gay organization Soho. The spot
is easily found because the leaflets for
Prague's second transgender cabaret, Aqua
Club 200, blow out the doors into the
street. The first floor; plastered with Absolut
vodka posters (the company which spon-
sors Soho enterprises), is occupied by the
gay club Connections.
Aqua Club 200, a sauna,
and solarium take resi-
. dence on the second
floor. The third floor
houses the extensive
offices of the Soho
organization and its
magazine. The remain-
ing floors are scheduled
to become a hotel and
library. Soho's presi-
dent, Jiri Hromada,
maintains that there is
very little discrimination
on the basis of sexual
orientation - as long as
no one makes a public spectacle of them-
selves by protests or pride marches.
However, this is not to say prejudice is
absent from Prague. Such dark sentiments
simply find a different victim: HIV/AIDS suf-
ferers.

The AIDS stigma is so severe that it increas-
ingly keeps infected persons away from
doctors, and this in turn spurs the spread of
the disease. Currently the medical profes-
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sionals who provide SRS are concerned
with their pre-op patients who work as
prostitutes. Dr. Ivo Prochazka was in the
midst of consulting with a colleague about
one such client who is HIV+ and soon due
to undergo surgery. S.A.P. one of the Czech
republic's aids organizations, confirmed a
report that the government spends more
money combating AIDS than any other sin-
gle disease, but that these monies pay
mostly for informational leaflets, condom:s,
and education counselors; money for treat-
ments and a cure is scarce, if at all available.
Prejudice against HIV+ persons is also evi-
denced by the newspaper report of a
young man who was outed as HIV+ by his
neighbors and subsequently murdered in
his own flat.

Hope comes from organizations like
Promluy, a group run by and for lesbians
and female bi-sexuals. An intelligent, charm-
ing young woman by the name of Milus
heads the group. Where other queer publi-
cations are reticent to devote even a few
pages to trangender issues, Milus has devot-
ed an entire issue of her magazine to trans-
gender matters. Out of need and because
of a shared experience of 'otherness', orga-
nizations like hers are becoming inclusive. It
may be precisely this broad base which
allows the trans, lesbian, gay, and HIV+
communities to successfully meet their own
needs and illustrate to the world the power
of co-operation. Cities like Prague are the
trial ground. A

| would like to gratefully acknowledge Paedra
Kelly's report on the Transgender scene in
Prague for IGTA, without which | could not
have written this article.
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PFLAG helpline handouts and newsletter favorites available at
http://www.critpath.org/pflag-talk/library.html

SUBTLER ForMms oF HovmorPHOBIA

PFLAG VOTES "YES"

[Washington, D.C.: 23 September 981 AT THEIR ANNU-
AL MEETING, in San Francisco on 12 September, mem-
Families and Friends of Gays and
(PFLAG) voted over- whelmingly to
transgendered people in the group's mission statement.
The By-laws now read: The purpose of this Corporation
shall be: To promote the health and well-being of gay, les-
bian, bisexual and transgendered persons....

bers of Parents,

Lesbians

PFLAG, based in Washington, D.C., has more than 420
chapters in all 50 states. A group within the organiza-
tion, The Transgender Special OQutreach Network, was
directly responsible for the trans-inclusion statement.

Catherine
Tuerck

During the period when | was coming
out to friends - one lunch at a time - |
was careful to make sure that they
understood that our son, Joshua, didn't
look gay. Of course, what | meant was
that he doesn't look feminine. Then, when
our family attended its first PFLAG meet-
ing, | said it again and, after the meeting,
Joshua challenged me. "If | was feminine,
Mom, would you still be proud of me?

As President of PFLAG | talk with a lot of
parents. As | get to know them and ask
about their children, | hear the same
theme over and over again. They tell me
with pride how "normal" their children
are: if it's a daughter; she's described as
very feminine, and if it's a son, I'm assured
he's "straight" looking/ A PFLAG parent

person," defined what she meant by say-
ing, "Well, he's not like all those people
you see at the Gay Pride parades."
Where are the parents whose kids don't
look "normal?"

Recently | went with several straight
friends to see the movie Philadelphia. All
agreed it was good for society to see a
“normal" gay man. But when this gay man
admits on the witness stand that he suc-
cumbed to the "repulsive" gay lifestyle by
going to porno flicks and having some
kind of sexual encounter, he faints. Later
in the movie, one of the gay man's law
partners describes an experience in the
service when a gay man had his head

TO TRANS-INCLUSION

pushed in a toilet into which all the mili-
tary "guys" had urinated. Did the law
partner faint at the memory of his
shameful acting out of the heterosexual
male lifestyle? No siree. Somehow, even
in a film meant to portray gays in a posi-
tive light, the idea is fostered that gay sex-
uality, because it's not the same as het-
erosexuality, is horrible and shameful.

| was faced with this issue again when |
was in the process of hiring a new admin-
istrative assistant for the PFLAG office.
Would a feminine man or a masculine
woman be an acceptable choice? After
all, do we want a distressed parent who
calls the PFLAG office to encounter a
man with a lilt in his manner of speaking?
Would such parent be more comfortable
talking with someone who has a "normal"
voice? Is that what we are all about?

Every morning | see my next-door neigh-
bor; a regular straight guy, as he goes for

i attonat+run-—+e dons his one-
hundred-dollar running shoes, his running
tights, his he-man T-shirt, and swaggers
past my house, the epitome of the Tarzan
male. He likes the way he looks. It's his
fun. Is it any different from the gay man
who wants to have his fun by dressing in
drag? Is one "normal’’ and the other
"abnormal?” | think not. Different, yes.
Abnormal, no.

Recently | spoke with Michael Bailey, a
researcher interested in the feminine
behavior of gay boys. He has coined the
term "fem-phobia," to which | would like
to add the term "mascu-phobia."
Especially in this day of pressure from the
religious right, | think that we parents

have to be very conscious of our fears. It
is not good enough to overcome our
homophobia; we have to be very careful
about its more subtle form of fem- and
mascu-phobia. We are not just parents of
"normal" straight-looking and -acting gay
kids; we are also parents of boys and girls
who look and act like the opposite of
what is called "normal." We have to make
sure that our quest for acceptance
includes embracing the diversity that
exists in the gay community and that
political correctness doesn't become dis-
crimination. We have to think about the
father | encountered, who boasted about
being the coach of the football team on
which his gay son plays. If this boy occa-
sionally dressed in drag, would he fall out
of the "normal" category? What would
happen then between the father and
son? Would it mean the difference
between getting kicked out of the house
and being allowed to stay?

We want our kids to be able to expre
who they are. Is there any sense in com-
ing out of the closet if you can't come
out in your personal style? That is exactly:
what you see in the gaycommunity - ga
men and women in their full diversity, i
all their many individual personas. As par:
ents, we have to appreciate all of them as
"normal," whatever that means.

PS: If you haven't seen Torch Song Trilogy,
I highly recommend it. t was a turning
point in my own understanding, and it's
available on videotape. A

Catherine Tuerck is the president of
PFLAG Washington, D.C

Network members met several years ago at a PF

conference. The Network has published and distribi

include

over 12,000 copies of its popular booklet, Our Tt
Children, and runs a telephone help line.

Network Chair Mary Boenke said the group looks
ward to helping PFLAG members work toward provi
the same kind of critical support on behalf of trans-
ple that they have always provided for lesbian, gay

bisexual people. "We're pleased and excited. We've b
working for this trans-inclusion resolution for 3 vy

It's @ benchmark of a long process that has just be
We passed the law; now the work of education begir

Thanks To Gain News Source
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TRANSSEXUAL Sutes SFPD
For joB APPLICATION BiAs

San Francisco Examiner

A transsexual trying to join San Francisco's
police force has filed a $3 million discrimina-
tion claim with the City. Applicant Cristiana
Rivas, 38, received a notice from the police
department's staff services division that said
an independent psychiatrist upheld the
department's findings that she was unfit for
service and was therefore disqualified.

But Rivas is convinced she was discriminated
against, citing her own psychiatrists' favorable
evaluation, an eight-year stint in the National
Guard and six years as a top-level employee
with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms as proof of her qualifications.

The police department said it could not
comment on why Rivas was disqualified but
spokesman Sherman Ackerson said the
department does not discriminate based on
transgender issues. "San Francisco's police
department is probably the most enlight-
ened about these issues than any other
departments around," said Ackerson, refer-
ring to two transgender officers already on
the force.

UMAN RIGHTS, HATE
CriMES PROTECTIONS
ExTeENDED To TG’s

The New Orleans City Council voted 5 to |
in favor of an ordinance that will provide
protection from intimidation and discrimina-
tion based upon "gender identification." The
ordinance will make New Orleans the first
city in the Deep South to enact such legisla-
tion, which is expected to receive the signa-
ture of Mayor Marc Morial.

The ordinance amends previously passed
ordinances, which |)-defined and prohibited
the crime of intimidation and 2)-defined and
prohibited  discrimination in employment,
housing and public accommodations.
Gender identification” was added to the list
of previously protected classes, which includ-
ed the actual, or perceived: race, age, color,
creed, religion, national origin, ancestry, dis-
ability, gender or sexual orientation.

The lone dissenter was Councilmember
Oliver Thomas who voiced concern over
\r/‘\(hether he vould have any recourse should
h{ShmaIe legislative aide appear at work in
E afr:eéels ind skirt. He was concerned with

J other employers' liability and the
Potential for |aw Suitsyshouid ar;[y employee

terminated for cross-dressing.

g:\ees ordinance allows employers to enforce
s ;{ grokcg;s prohibit cross-dressing in
the lace or while an is act-
INg in the coy i

rse and scope of employment.

Special Thanks to GAIN, In Your Face,
Press For Change, News Source. Edited By
Rose Ryan and Matthew Carlos

However; this prohibition is lifted if the
employee provides the employer with the
written statement of a licensed doctor certi-
fying that the employee "presents the char-
acteristics of gender identification disorder”
and that the employee "intends prospective-
ly to attire and conduct him/herself for the
foreseeable future" in the workplace "in the
manner for persons of the gender with
which he or she identifies."

HATE RHETORIC, HATE
VIOLENCE: SPOTLIGHTING
THE LINK

Lesbian columnist Debbie Woodell asked in
the June 26 Philadelphia Daily News: "What
is more frightening-Pat Robertson's prophe-
cy of doom for Orlando, Fla, or someone
helping it come true?

Woodell's point is precisely on target. For at
least three years now, annual hate crime
reports issued by the National Coalition of
Anti-Violence Programs have shown a direct
link between anti-gay rhetoric and anti-gay
violence. The Coalition's report on 1997
incidents demonstrated that the most
attacks against lesbians, gays, bisexuals and
transgender people occurred in May and
June-the two months which preceded the
ABC sitcom Ellen's coming-out episodes and

ative opponents of the show.

TRANSWOMAN RESERVIST
FiLES SuIT AGAINST
TENNESSEE ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

TRANSEXUAL WOMAN Laury Weaver, a
Major in the Tennessee Army National
Guard has filed a lawsuit against the Guard
alleging sex discrimination and sexual harass-
ment. Weaver; a decorated veteran with 28
years of active and reserve experience in the
Guard, alleges that, from August 1997 to
June 1998, she was subject to continuous
harassment and denied active duty assign-
ments.

She is beginning her transition, but is still per-
forming her military job as a man. She has, to
date, received eight reprimands for noncom-
pliance with military clothing regulations. She
maintains that she has been in strict compli-
ance with all clothing regulations while on
duty. She says the harassment began last
August when a fellow Guard officer recog-
nized her in female clothing while off duty.

There is no legal protection in Tennessee for
discrimination against a person because of
sexual orientation or gender expression. Said
Ms. Weaver, "l enjoy my job and feel that
what | am doing has a positive impact on
[unit] readiness and, most importantly, on

the individual soldier's preparedness in the
guard."

TRANSGENDER WINS

INDIANA PRIMARY
Article Reprinted from: The Letter,
Kentucky's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and

Transgender Newspaper

Transgendered Democrat Bobbie Kerns has
won the Democratic primary nomination
for Indiana's 6th congressional district. She
will face off with incumbent Dan Burton, a
prominent Republican social conservative, in
the November general election. Kerns' win
was made even sweeter because she sur-
vived a legal challenge to the nomination by
the Democrats. However, her greatest chal-
lenge may lie ahead. Indiana's 6th district is
rockbed conservative. In the 1996 general
election, Burton won 76% of the vote over
his Democratic opponent. Nevertheless,
Dawn Wilson, a Kentucky transgender
activist, was enthusiastic. "Until we begin to
run for office and use the political system
fully, we will always be taken lightly,"

A DRAMATIC TEST OF
TOLERANCE

By Susan Dodge and Brenda Warner Rotzoll

Staff Reporters Chicago Sun Times

For |5 years, Ken Kopriva has taught honors
English and drama at prestigious Lake Forest
High School. When he returns to school this
fall, it will be as a woman, Karen Kopriva.

Administrators informed parents of the situa-
tion in a June 22 letter. "He was an outstand-
ing teacher and we expect her to be an out-
standing teacher when she returns," Principal
Marilyn Howell said in an interview. "We'll be
focusing on what goes on in the classroom."
Teachers will not be discussing Kopriva's sex-
ual identity in classes because it's “‘a person-
nel matter and a personal matter;"

In wealthy Lake Forest, which many resi-
dents describe as a conservative communi-
ty, parents and students are having mixed
reactions to the news about Kopriva. Some
parents say they don't want their children in
Kopriva's classes. Others say the situation
could be a learning experience. "The
teacher seems to be effective still. Life is
hard enough. If the person is going to be an
effective teacher; that's going to be the bot-
tom line. | think the children seem to recog-
nize that, too." "The people who know him
best totally respect him and his choices,"
Witt said. "I'm sure there will be some par-
ents who won't want their kids in his class-
es because of this, but it's such a shame
because he's a fantastic teacher"
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CALIFORNIA SENATE
CommiTTEE OKS TG BILL

SACRAMENTQO, June 23 (UPI) _ Legislation
to strengthen prosecution ofgender-related
hate crimes, including those involving people
who dress like the opposite sex, has won
approval of the Senate Public Safety
Committee.

The bill by Assemblywoman Sheila Kuehl, D-
Santa Monica, would clarify that sentence
enhancements for hate crimes would apply
to cases where the victim's appearance,
dress or behavior was found inappropriate
by their attacker.

Kuehl says few district attorneys outside Los
Angeles and San Francisco are bringing
charges in attacks on transgender victims
under guidelines of present hate crimes law.
Kuehl cited studies showing that cross-dress-
ing people and others in the transgender
category are at greater risk of being attacked
than the general population.

OuT TG LAWYER APPOINTED
To A WoRKING COMMITTEE
OF A STATE's BAR AssN.

In a letter dated July 7, 1998, Richard Pena,
President of the State Bar of Texas, appoint-
ed out-TG attorney, Phyllis Randolph Frye to
the "Legal Services to the Poor in Criminal
Matters Committee" of the State Bar of
Texas. This is a three-year appointment. As
Frye remains the only out TG attorney in
Texas, this will be a first for the Texas Bar.

" "w m7
ALTER GENDER

In a story carried in the Redding Record
Spotlight earlier this year, staff reporter
Michael Green reported that Wayne
Wilhelmi, a performing arts teacher in the
Red Bluff High School, informed concerned
parents of his[pronoun usage from newspa-
per story] intent to transition and begin liv-
ing as a woman.

While some parents suggested Wilhelmi
either resign or be fired, neither is likely to
happen. Wilhelmi is committed to staying,
and "the district has no legal basis to take
any action on this matter" said Acting
Superintendent Wes Combes. Some par-
ents have threatened to pull their children
from Wilhelmi's classes, while others con-
sider him to be a good role model.

A separate editorial, in the Red Bluff Daily
News, was generally supportive of
Wilhelmi, describing him as "an outstanding
instructor; even among some of those he
has now appalled. He has displayed rare
talent for bringing out the best in young
adults interested in the performing arts."

TRANSSEXUAL'S DEATH
SENTENCE OVERTURNED BY
NEW JERSEY SUPREME COURT

The New Jersey Supreme Court overturned
the death sentence of a 40-year-old trans-

sexual who had been the only woman on
that state's death row.

The high court ordered Leslie Ann Nelson of
Haddon Heights, NJ, to under go new penal-
ty proceedings to determine her punishment
for the 1995 shooting death of Haddon
Heights police officer John Norcross.

Nelson, who was a man named Glenn
Nelson before a 1992 sex-change operation,
plead guifty in May 1997 of killing Norcross
with an assault rifle at her parents' home. She
plead guitty to murdering Camden County
police investigator John Mclaughlin and
wounding a third officer in the same
shootout.

While the court did not overturn her guitty
plea, it ruled that prosecutors failed to pro-
vide evidence during the penalty phase that
could have swayed jurors in her favor.

The high court noted that prosecutors had
not revealed plans by the third, wounded offi-
cer to sue Haddon Heights and Camden
County on grounds that he had been injured
because of poor training and supervision.

NY TiMes FEATURES
CONTROVERSY OVER GAY
GAMES TRANSGENDER PoLicy

In a front page article on | Aug 98, the New
York Times covered the growing controversy
over the Gay Games policy regarding trans-
gender athletes. Titled "Event Founded to
Fight Bias is Accused of It," the article high-
lighted efforts by Gay, Lesbian, and transgen-
der groups to have a policy scrapped that
they say discriminates against transgender

Trans-athletes wishing to participate in this
summer's games in Amsterdam must provide
documentation from their doctors and
employers before they can compete -- pro-
visions that the groups maintain unfairly stig-
matize trans-athletes because the policy
applies only to transgender people.

GenderPAC, along with the International Gay
and Lesbian Human Rights Commission
(IGLHRC), FTM International, The National
Center for Lesbian Rights, and others, wrote
a letter of protest to organizers of the games,
caling on them to rescind the restrictive
requirements for trans-athletes.

BENTON COUNTY OREGON
LEADS THE WAY

A new anti-discrimination ordinance that
includes trans people is an Oregon mile-
stone. July | passage of an anti- discrimination
ordinance which includes, among a host of
other categories, sexual orientation and gen-
der identity. The latter explicitly encompasses
transsexual and transgendered people.

By a 2-1 vote, the Benton County Board of
Commissioners approved what is believed to
be Oregon's first anti-discrimination ordi-
nance which includes transsexual and trans-
gendered people as a protected class.

The ordinance prohibits discrimination in
employment, housing and public accommo-

dations. The protected classes by the mea
sure are race, religion, color, sex, national ori
gin, marital status, mental or physical disabili
familial status, sexual orientation, source o
income, and gender identity.

TRANSWOMAN FIReD ForR
TRANSITIONING ON THE JoB

TRANSGENDER WOMAN Allie Lye was

fired from her job at Sky Publishing Compan
in Cambridge because of her gender expre:
sion. She has filed suit against her employer fo
violating a city ordinance that protects tran
gender employees and a state law that forbid
sexual discrimination.

She began transitioning on the job in May, wit
her supervisor's support and the good will o
her co-workers. A month into her transitiof

her supervisor left the company. Two days latej
her new supervisor called her into the pe

sonnel office and told her to stop dressing i
women's clothes or she would be fired.

She filed a complaint with the Cambridg
Human Rights Commission (HRC).The HRC
contacted Sky Publishing who adamanti
refused to negotiate, saying the ordinance
unconstitutional.

On 24 July 98 she was fired, for insubordina
tion. Her chances for judicial redress are no
immediately promising. For defying the cit
ordinance, Sky is liable for only a $300 fin
And it could take nine months for her case f
reach the Massachusetts Commission Agains
Discrimination.

MATTHEW SHEPARD
IN E-MAIL POSTING:

According to a press release issued by th
owner/administrator of a Matthew Shepa
commemorative website, a message was po
ed to it threatening future vigils with violena
stating "you will be met with brutal ass-kickir
force." The e-mail message, according to Jof
Aravosis, webmaster of Matthew Shepa
Online Resources, appears to have been se
from a computer at New York University. Th
e-mail, sent on October 31, went on to s
that "l will personally hurt any fag or dyke
comes to force their perverted views
us..Your time is up fags!"

The site, Matthew Shepard Online Resou
where the message was allegedly posted, f
been an invaluable resource for the lesbian,g
bisexual and transgender community
Shepard-related information and eve
Aravosis observed in a press release, "
unfortunate incidents show that anti-gay pf
udice is alive and well in America, and m@
widespread than many would like to admit

This is not the first hate message posted to
site,and in the weeks following Shepard's
der; a number of organizations serving the
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender com
received threatening e-mails promising
anti-gay violence to come. For more infor!
tion, contact John Aravosis |
Strategies/Matthew  Shepard On
Resources) at (202)-328-5707 or via e-|
john@wiredstrategies.com.

IINTEHNATIDNAL N E

W S

Euro CoURT RULES
AGAINST TRANSSEXUALS

e Furopean Court of Human Rights
d July 30 that Britain did not discrimi-
sgainst two transsexuals when it
d to alter their birth certificates to
reflect their new genders.

Th

The court also said Kristina Sheffield and
Rachel Horsham, both 52, do not have the
right to marry men. Nations may restrict
matrimony to one man and one woman
"of biological origin," the court ruled.

British transgendered activists say the only
other members of the Council of Europe
that do not recognize gender switches are
Albania, Andorra and lreland.

PoLicEMEN EXECUTE
TRANSVESTITES IN BRAZIL

Four military policemen in the city of
Salvador (Bahia, Brazil), after humiliating
and torturing two transvestite sex work-
ers, forced them to undress and throw
themselves into the sea, on the night of

August 4th. One of them, "Luana"
drowned and his body was found three
days later in an advanced state of decom-

position. The witness to the crime, the
transvestite Joyce, is being protected by

human rights organizations as her life is at
risk.

The Grupo Gay da Bahia and the Salvador
Transvestites Association held demonstra-
tions in front of the Military Police bar-

racks, resulting in the arrest and discharge
of the four who are currently in prison
awaiting trial. The lieutenant in charge of
the patrol remains at large.

Between 1980-1997, 1600 homosexuals
have been murdered in Brazil and only 5%
of the killers went to trial.

New SoutH WALES,
AustraLIA TRANSSEXUAL
TAKES on CONSERVATIVE

STRONGHOLD
New South Wales Australian Democrats
have chosen transsexual children's book
author Cary Morris as their candidate
for what's known as the most conserva-
tive seat in the national Parliament. Morris
says that, "l don't want to be judged for
\évhat | am. | want to be judged for what |
F0 and what | have to say," and that's just
€ with the party, which has an anti-dis-

crimination policy

AusTrALIAN TRANS
oMAN Founp DEAD

Belinda Wwas arre

1 for drug possession

and after a quick appearance before a
magistrate was sent to the Metropolitan
Reception and Remand Center (MRRC) at
Silverwater. The MRRC is the new 900 bed
gaol that was to be a user-friendly gaol, a
safe gaol, a gaol that would greatly reduce,
if not eliminate, deaths in custody.

Belinda was a recognized transgender who
presented as a female, although born a
male. Instead of placing Belinda in a female
prison - her designated sex - she was
placed in a male prison. Because of her
recognized need for protection she was
placed in the strict protection pod at the
MRRC, to join two other transgender
inmates and sixty odd male inmates.
These strict protection inmates included
pedophiles, vicious rapists and other
inmates in need of strict protection.

Belinda was treated and recognized,
because of her birth sex, as a male prison-
er, breasts and all! The only official accep-
tance of her position was that she was to
be placed in a single cell - if this was her
request. She did. Within three days
Belinda had been allegedly raped twice
(orally and anally) and hung herself on 27
December last year.

The alleged rape of Belinda occurred dur-
ing daylight hours when the pod is fully
staffed and inmates are all over the pod
exercising or involved in activities. There
are two witnesses to the rapes and state-
ments have been made to the authorities
investigating the suicide.

BRIT PRISONER'S SEX
CHANGE

British prisoner John Pilley, serving a life
term for attempted murder, will be moved
from a men's to a women's facility after he
undergoes a sex change operation.

Although officials say that prisoners are
covered by the National Health Service
and have no additional requirements to
qualify for sex reassignment, Pilley is
believed to be the first to undergo the
surgery while in custody. Guards will stand
by during his stay in a private clinic, except
while the operation is actually in process.
Pilley has had months of counseling, has
been cross-dressing in his cell, and will be
known as Jane following the surgery.

SEX~-CHANGE SERGEANT
MAJOR DEMANDS TO STAY
IN ARMY

by Cherry Norton Social Affairs
Correspondent The Sunday Times Britain

A sergeant major is facing expulsion from
the army after |8 years' service because
he decided to have a sex change. He is
considering legal action against the army if
it forces him out. He is one of a number of

transsexuals in the armed forces undergo-
ing hormone treatment to become
women.

The disclosure poses serious problems for
the Ministry of Defense which could face
large compensation payouts for sexual dis-
crimination if it tries to discharge them.
Allowing them to continue in the service
would, however, raise even more difficul-
ties as to which units they served with and
what jobs they could do.

The sergeant major was angered earlier
this year when he was forced to go before
a medical board. It proposed to discharge
him on the grounds that he was mentally
unfit and he is now awaiting confirmation
of that decision. If he is discharged he
plans to sue the army for discrimination.
Legal experts believe that such an action
would succeed. A ruling last year gave
transsexuals full protection from discrimi-
nation by employers, including the armed
forces.

Stephen Whittle, vice-president of Press
for Change, a support group for transsex-
uals, and a senior lecturer in law at
Manchester Metropolitan University, said:
"I the only reason for a medical discharge
is that someone is transsexual, then |
doubt it would be sufficient grounds now."

BueENoOs AIRES CLAMPS
DOWN IN PROSTITUTION
~ By CARLOs A. DEjJuANA

City authorities in Buenos Aires on
Thursday voted to clamp down on prosti-
tution despite protests outside by a crowd
of transvestites in high heels and lipstick.

Police kept dozens of transvestites out as
the elected city government passed an
amendment barring prostitutes from
working near homes, schools or churches
and obliging them to keep their clothes
on.

The amendment followed weeks of
protests and confrontations involving
Neighborhood civic groups and prostitutes,
male and female, who have started plying
their trade on the streets since Buenos
Aires Mayor Fernando De la Rua in March
repealed a police code that had kept pros-
titutes under tight control.

T’ RuNs FOR MAYOR
OF LiMA

Fulvia Celica is the first transsexual to run
for a local office in Lima, Peru, having reg-
istered as a mayoral candidate according
to a Reuters report. Should she lose the
October race to one of the three candi-
dates running against her, she says she'll
run for the national Congress in 2000. She
complained of having been marginalized
by Peruvians' homophobia and ignorance
of transgenders.
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“Semper ubi sub ubi"We'd shout at the
squealing girls at Sacred Heart of Sister
Mary “You'd Better Not Touch” Catholic
Grammar School. In
the parlance of me
and the boys, this was
as naughty as we
could get in our
fledgling Latin. We
daren't mention
underwear at the top
of our lungs unless
safely (though poor-
ly) translated to tor-
ture those pigtailed
paragons of parochial
playgrounds. "Always
wear under wear!"
Because, heaven

knows, it was our divine right to catcha

glimpse of it.

As a child, | was lucky to sport a blazer;
shirt and tie to school. | dreaded the dis-
covery that my mother made me wear
pastel britches, stitched with the days of
the week under my plaid kilt, none of the
other boys had to. | pored over the Sears
catalogue each season, helpfully circling
those useful fly-fronted jockey shorts that
| would need as soon as my penis grew
in. My mother never took the hint, though
she did allow me to wear my brother's
cast-off dungarees and plaid flannel shirts
after school, touting, "You play so rough
and tumble, dear; just like a boy!"

| maintain an exten-
sive ward-robe, from
the ever classic
french,  front-but-
toned, yoked, cotton
boxers to  the
briefest of thongs.
Most days, | wear the
versatile jockey style,
whether | choose
dress flannels or
trendy, crisp jeans |

CANIONS, CODPIECES AND CoMBINATIONS:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF UNDERWEAR

am, as ever, a devotee of tidy drawers.
The inexpressible joy | experience at the
sight of them harkens back to my ill-
spent youth, yearning for a simple mas-
culine covering for my wee wanker. By
the by, gentle reader, forget that admoni-
tion to always wear clean underwear in
case you get hit by a bus, if you do hap-
pen to survive such an incident, the
shorts will be the first to go, believe you
me.

Let us turn our attention to this
esteemed article of male accouterment,
shall we? Aside from some tasty ad cam-
paigns in which veritable Adoni are
erected in Times Square clad in nothing

but their altogether too brief briefs,
what purpose do undershorts actually
serve! | surmise, for those of you who
forget to shake it twice, their absorbent
quality is of tantamount importance. We
well-groomed gentlemen appreciate
the comfort and control aspects of this
humble garment above all. Who, except
for some brawny Scotsman, wants to
wear wool next to his wanger? | also
find it quite rude to leave the little bug-
ger untrammeled to waggle, wangety-
tong-tong, like some untethered tal-
lywacker, it simply isn't done, my dear.
Let those firm butt cheeks twitch as
they will, but for heaven's sake, at least a
thong!

Again, | digress, humble apologies. In m
research, | discovered that ancient
Phoenicians, in their torrid climate, chose
an artfully draped skirt-lette with a perky
little dangle bit in the front. This skirt was
constructed of a rectangle sheet of line
or cotton cloth and could be wori
under tunics, or other multicolored
flounces. Romans also wore a version o
this skirt, 2000 years later; though it was
pleated and brightly colored, serving wi

a chemise tunic, as the under layer for
ancient armor: Indigenous peoples o
pre-western history had already discov
ered the most effective and efficient sch
long wrap; the loincloth. A loincloth i
usually fashioned of leather deerski
draped between the legs and fastened tc
the waist with a belt-like tie. Though no
technically underwear in warmer dii
mates because it was often worn alone,
in colder regions, it was worn with leg

__gings. Native American regalia often

showcases highly decorated and trea
sured loincloths, sometimes referred tc
as Breechcloths.

One perspicacious rain forest groug
wears a long, hallowed out gourd as ar
extension of their perky peckers. Th
gourds can be as long as three feet an
the tip is tied around the neck. A skirt @
cane hoops is worn over this gourd, fol
ing it to stand at attention. | regret
inform you that my broad collectio
does not include this particular quirk.

Boxer shorts reflect the age-old fashio
trend of loose, breezy groin wrappings.
the early Middle Ages, the long tunic
pulled between the legs, back to front,
make for easier threshing or horsebac
riding. Most often everything rode fre
under a long robe or tunic. Breed
were a draped wrapping of the thig
and lower trunk, tied around the
with a girdle, as in "gird your loins." By t
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries
began layering clothing over body linel
those-white and often lightweight fin
stitched undergarments made to pé
through the outerwear that was slash

Body Shaper for more body definition,

has pouch, excellent for packing the family jewels

for the purpose. This is the first evidence

of common use of underwear as such. By
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries,
long hose came into vogue. First made of
leather like long boots, then knitted, they
reached up as far as possible, and the
tunic went down as far as possible, and
the two attached together at possible.
Hence the nickname for undershorts,
“possibles.” To get at the important data,
though, this rigging required much unlac-
ing, first unwrapping the back to front
drape of the tunic, and then unfastening
the long hose. Whole hose and trunk
hose, in the sixteenth century combined
full breeches with hose, the breeches
being part that would be known as the
boxer shorts

Body Trimmer for more body definition, with padded
pouch, a modern day codpiece, great for packing

jutting male member; the fashionable cod-
piece took this to ludicrous, sort of a
steroid pumped wonderbra for the
gonads. At times, it could stick out a full
foot from the body, to be seen amongst
the fluffy, beribboned britches of noble
gents. Must have gotten the idea from the
gourd-wearing folks. International Male
catalogue sells a padded thong, which, if
worn outside the trousers, would give the
same effect.

In the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, the long shirt served sleepwear
and undergarment, tucked neatly into
knee-length britches or knickers. These
usually were worn next to the skin except
for the shirttails.

Shape enhancing boxer with definition sock pouch. Just
right for the family jewels or sock

Formal wear: Yoked, closefitting boxers,
High-waist jockey shorts

Business wear: Standard briefs or boxers,
depending on the cut of trousers, never wear
boxers with closefitted trousers, choose thigh
length bike-short style instead.

Sleep wear: Silk boxers, of course, you
ninny!

My favorite brands?
| love the Calvin
Kleins for variety,
though | prefer
their cotton knit
bike short style
with a yoked fly
front. Jockey still
makes the most
comfortable and

After ), canions replaced the long
sewn stockings, as a tubular extension
below the knee. Trunk hose would appear
much like modern loose running shorts
without the crotch seam. Handy, aren't
they?

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries,
there developed the interesting fashion
folly of the codpiece, a stuffed covering
for the family jewels. Which reminds me,
that very phrase is derived from the habit
of hiding money or jewels in special pock-
€ts sewn into the side of the codpiece.
Though flaps and drapes and tied up
tunics had for centuries emphasized the

Fit & Trim \
bmdmg Made

er, excellent for
under clothing.

By the time Queen Victoria was widowed
long knitted under things of cotton or
wool kept the gents suave and debonair:
The combination, an odd contraption of a
bib-front shirt attached to knee-length
cotton knickers with a diaper-like flap that
buttoned back-to-front was all the rage
by the turn of the century. By 1920, the
nainsook shirt and drawers combination
buttoned down from neck to there,
achieving an abbreviated union suit quali-
ty. During the twenties, finally, undergar-
ments began to live as separate entities,
and these full styles of french-cut boxers
are still available. By the 1930's, Balbriggan
shirts and drawers were all the rage. The
t-shirt as sportswear was introduced and
finally the cotton knit jockey shorts allow-
ing brief and simple access.

| find that personal taste and tailoring are
the watchwords when choosing which
underwear to wear. Here's Denny's quick
reference guide to aid in your own choice
unmentionables:

Casual wear: Jockey shorts, low-rise briefs
with a fly front, thong

Sports wear: Loose, elastic waist boxers,
sturdy cotton briefs, and lest we forget, the ubig-
uitous jock strap with or without protective cup

practical  briefs,
with a patent V-
shaped fly that
holds things in
place quite pre-
ciously. Joe Boxer
does and excellent
job with Boxers and the like, but for the
classic french style, | order mine through
Vermont General Store catalog Russell
Athletic makes my favorite jock strap,
though many designer styles give it a good
run. | adore keeping a range of styles and
colors on hand to match my socks, ties,
and pocket squares | thank my bodacious
lucky stars that | live in an age when | can
stuff my drawers with the best drawers
available, and long johns, too! If | need a
whiff of nostalgia, | order up some stan-
dards from that ol' Sears catalogue

When | drop my drawers to get my bi-
weekly shot of the elixir of life, | want that
saucy little nurse to know | am a man of
excellent sartorial taste and acumen.

All Items can be found in the
International Male Under Gear
catalog. 1-800-853-8555

Training Vest great for binding.
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For THE TRANSGENDER PARBRENT

GIANNA E. ISRAEL

Of all the senseless trials a parent might
encounter, none are so devastating as an
interruption of that parent's ability to care
for his or her child. Transgender parents,
which include transsexuals, crossdressers,
and others involved in custody battles, fre-
quently face the prospect of having a for-
mer spouse or court significantly interfere
with or interrupt one's ability to provide

-

parenting. Over the years, | have observed
that very little information exists for trans-
gender parents who are facing child cus-
tody hearings in which the transgender
identity has become a target issue. One of
the reasons such a void exists regarding this
issue is because many complexities exist.
Even if you do not have children, take the
time to read this article slowly and careful-

ly. Many the principles reviewed here are
similar to those used in providing a sophis-
ticated presentation regarding gender iden-
tity issues with courts, employers, and other
bureaucracies. This is particularly true if you
wish to demonstrate a seriousness behind
your expectation to be treated fairly,
regardless of your transgender identity or
crossdressing needs.

There are a variety of factors which
become evident when the transgender
issue is raised within custody
proceedings. For instance,
the most damaging charge
any former spouse, court or
psychiatrist, can bring against
a transgender person is to
declare that individual men-
tally unstable or incapable of
parenting because a trans-
gender identity  exists.
Additionally, what needs to
be recognized where chil-
dren are concerned is that
courts make child custody
decisions in the best interests
of children not adults. Finally,
far too commonly today's
courts, lawyers and assessing
psychiatrists, have very little
information or experience
dealing with transgender
issues. When these factors
are added together; it should
become obvious that every
transgender parent facing a
custody battle will need to
be prepared to navigate a
difficult process. Before this
article can progress any fur-
ther | strongly recommend
that individuals seek an attor-
ney's advice and representa-
tion for legal matters.

During child custody assess-
ments, the courts have a
responsibility to insure that
they are not placing a child in a situation
where a possibility of harm exists.
Examples of this include situations where a
parent has been proven to be negligent or
incapable of caring for his child. Among
many things, a parent’s ability to provide
care could be interrupted by a mental
impairment with untreated symptoms.
During proceedings, one or both parents

may be asked to undergo court-ordere
psychological testing or a psychiatric eval

ation by a psychologist or psychiatri

Transgender parents like their non-trans
gender counterparts, should not be exclud
ed from this process if a court is to be ce
tain of a parent's competency. Howeve
when a court or court-appointed psychia
trist is unaware that significant numbers ¢
transgender persons are good single al

partnered parents, this can present serio

difficulties. The preceding is particularly s
if presentation of the gender identity factg
is not managed properly during the custog
proceedings as well as court-ordered ps}
chological or psychiatric evaluations.

During the past 10 years of my working
private practice as a gender-specializil
community mental health counselor, | ha
worked with over 1600 clients, the majo
ty of whom are adults parenting juvel
children. Consequently, | have obsel
that transgender persons are as capable

being good parents as their non-transg
der counterparts. Using the clinical da
base of information gathered for the p
cation of the book Transgender Ce
(Temple University Press / 1997), my &
author Donald Tarver M.D. and | found
" thousands of transgender individuals le
well-adjusted lives as productive and Iz
abiding participants in society" My €
league, Mildred Brown, Ph.D. during 1
authorship of her book True Selves (Jos
Bass Publishers / 1996) found similar @
clusions. She also described the sew
harm done to children when the child-p
ent relationship is interrupted.
"There is no logical reason why some
living in the opposite gender role shoul€
separated from his or her offspring. A
change does not in any way diminish
parentis love for the child, nor does it a
the ability to be a good parent.”

Approximately a dozen of my transsé
patients have had sole custody of their
dren, and the children have grown up t
happy, well adjusted, non-gender-confli
sexually confident adults. In fact, @ 9
conducted by Dr. Richard Green in
found that children raised in transs
households developed a non-contt
gender identity and a heterosexual of
tion and did not differ from children

in  more conventional house

e Selves - page 188,

-ssers, like transsexuals, also face
istody battle issues. This occurs
even though a child may not even be aware
‘:nat his or her parent crossdresses. This
introduces an important question that
courts frequently ask. At what age are chil-
dren capable of intellectually comprehend

the facts surrounding gender identity? In
my research for a previous article titled "
The Impact on Children of a Crossdressing
or Transgender Parent," that question was

answered when | interviewed Barbara
Anderson Ph.D, a San Francisco family
therapist and clinical sexologist with over
30 years «perience. In context, she stated
that by age four children are capable of dif-
ferentiating gender. Knowledge of gender
identity is important if children are going to
understand what it means to have a parent
who is a ftranssexual or crossdresser.
According to Dr. Anderson " recognizing
and addressing biases or prejudices is an
important part of learning how to interact
with others." Her observation lends cre-
dence to my observation that the children
of a parent who crossdresses or has a
transsexual identity, with parental supervi-
sion, often have a head start in dealing with
important social issues.

There are other parent-child dynamics
which need to be addressed during child
custody proceedings and evaluations. For
example, children generally accept a par-
ent's behavior as well as identity without a
great deal uestion during childhood.

e preceding does not however give par-
ents free reign to disregard their children’s
needs at any time including during a sepa-
ration or divorce. Parents should remind
their children that they are loved. Adults
also need to act in a responsible fashion
and demonstrate how people who once
cared for each other handle separation.
Mutual responsibility is crucial in any
divorce or separation process.

o)

One key factor which is typically evident
within many separations and divorces, is
that the two adults may no longer fulfill
&ach other's needs. In some cases a per-
son's evolving gender identity may change
the course of the couple's relationship,
however more often than not there are a
Vaniety of factors which caused the divorce
Or separation. No matter what caused the
?:gifgtlon or divorce of two adults, both
theirl cl;?llcsj are still "esponSIble for raisjng
that lidren ir 1on-judgmental fashion
panentioes not uj dermine either partner's
: transng duties. Notably, most children of
Custodgencéer parent adapt as well to child
e iy W)’.rtiﬂ V\ﬁ: @ation arrangements as chil-
Out a transgender parent.

|ncr€asing|y, b
appointed psychc
are now recogniz

ourts and court-
sts and  psychiatrists
that a hostile non-

ns
identﬁinder Spouse exploit the gender
OF crossdressi 1g Issue. This is par-

ticularly so when the non-transgender
spouse and his or her legal counsel has ran
out of valid issues which would demon-
strate neglect or incompetence. Moreover,
when a carefully-selected presentation of
the gender identity issues is demonstrated
before a court or used to inform court-
appointed psychologists and psychiatrists,
these parties are now recognizing that a
parent's having a transgender identity or
need to crossdress -does not adversely
effect parenting. To bring an accurate as
well as positive view of gender identity
issues, the transgender parent first needs to
educate his or her own lawyer: He or she
then needs to allow the lawyer to advise
and represent. Lawyers typically have
excellent presentation and communication
skills. Their education also make them inti-
mately familiar with what, when and how
information should be presented to the
court and court-appointed psychologist
and psychiatrists.

The preceding information is in fact very
good news for any transgender parent. It
does however beg an answer to a very
important question. What information
exactly should a transgender person pro-
vide his or her attorney? It is realistic to ask
the attorney what he or she feels would be
useful in presenting transgender informa-
tion. However; more often than not, attor-
neys are not familiar with gender issues and
the transgender parent is left to decide
what information would be most valuable
to their case. Brevity and relevancy, in my
experience, are the two most important

factors used in deciding what materials are

appropriate in custody proceedings or eval-
uations. No lawyer, judge or assessing psy-
chotherapist wants to be flooded with
information. Providing too much irrelevant
information can make a parent look con-
trolling. Therefore, materials need to be
carefully-selected, brief, and easy-to under-
stand. Those materials that are most appro-
priate will directly address legal questions at
hand. Does the transgender or crossdress-
ing issue interrupt a parent's ability to pro-
vide and care for their child? Moreover, is
the parent psychologically stable?

Much can be gained from working with an
attorney to address matters of general psy-
chological stability. In all likelihood if the
transgender parent is seeing a psychothera-
pist or psychiatrist, he or she can provide
the court an evaluation or declaration
regarding his or her mental status. The pre-
ceding is commonly used by attorneys in
the representation of their clients. If any
mental health question remains unan-
swered, it is common for courts to appoint
a court appointed psychologist or psychia-
trist to examine one or both parents.
Probably the two most important points to
know about court-appointed psychologists
or psychiatrists are as follows. First, these
individuals are not interested in taking
either parent's side. Their sole duty is to
assess a parent's fitness to care for children,

and make recommendations to the court
based on the assessments. The court-
appointed psychologist and psychiatrist may
be polite, however that usually is the extent
of their friendliness. A person should ask
his or her attorney for help if any conflicts
or questions arise regarding the court-
appointed psychologist or psychiatrist.
Finally, court-appointed psychologists and
psychiatrists typically will not have up-to-
date information on gender issues.

At the time a parent's psychological stabili-
ty is being assessed, this often is the appro-
priate time for an attorney to also provide
the court brief, relevant information regard-
ing gender identity issues. This same packet
of information in all likelihood should be
provided to the court-appointed psychia-
trist or psychologist, at the time that ques-
tions regarding gender identity issues or
crossdressing are raised during an evalua-
tion process. Examples of materials that
can provide information about gender iden-
tity issues include photocopies of book sec-
tions, professional articles and brochures.
(A lawyer or gender expert can outline or
bracket those sections that speak to issues
at hand). The transgender person should
also be prepared to answer questions
about their transgender identity or cross-
dressing needs, and | highly advise that he
or she discuss self-presentation with an
experienced gender specializing counselor
before doing so. The preceding is particu-
larly important for anyone who has less
than several years experience disclosing to

One of the most powerful documents a
transgender parent can use to aid in the
representation of gender issues is a Gender
Specialized Mental Health Declaration. For
brevity, we will call that the Gender Expert
Declaration. A declaration is document
written by an expert in a field, which is then
approved by someone with legal writing
experience. As a gender expert with legal
experience | have provided a number of
such documents in cases. | have found that
courts appreciate declarations because
they provide a relevant review of the situa-
tion at hand, and are written in a format
and language recognizable to courts. The
body of a declaration typically attests to the
gender expert's background, provides an
overview of relevant information, and con-
tains references to academic writing which
support the expertis observation. As this
article has previously discussed, presenta-
tion of gender identity issues to courts is
not a common occurrence for many attor-
neys. Consequently, while some attorneys
will specifically seek to include a gender
expert declaration with their presentation
of transgender identity or crossdressing
issues, other attorneys should be asked if
such a document is relevant to the case at
hand. | have found in most cases that a
Gender Expert Declaration is useful where
any uncertainly abounds regarding gender
identity or crossdressing issues.




[ Sometimes both attorneys and gender  ably magnifying the gender issue. A gender  encounters the legal system. | recognize this A T U R E e N L

experts remain uncertain as to whether specialized evaluation in combination witha  as | have had experience managing legal = —
general or evaluation information, or both  standard psychological evaluation can pre-  cases for civil. criminal and family court pro-
should be included in the gender experts  vent continued exploitation of the transgen-  ceedings. As a therapist who regularly inter-
declaration. | advise attorneys that a decla-  der person; however the introduction and  acts with the legal profession, there are a
\ ration needs to contain more evaluation placement of such evaluations should be variety of insights | have picked up which a
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references as magnification of the gender  carefully decided upon between the trans- transgender parent may find helpful.
issue becomes evident. Generally however gender parent and his or her attorney. In
for most cases, broad statements regarding  some circumstances, particularly if a trans-
gender issues are sufficient when a declara- gender person has never been evaluated by
tion is used for educational and information  a gender specialist, undergoing a gender
purposes alone. Gender experts without specialized evaluation can provide the trans-
legal writing experience are advised to seek gender person detailed observations and
an attorney’s counsel if they do not under-  recommendations regarding his or her per-
stand when and how to place information  sonal gender situation.

within a declaration.

It is extremely important to understand that

the legal process takes time. Sometimes it
feels as if it takes forever; all while a person

is trying to manage life in general. A person

is strongly advised to maintain a calendar:

This way legal and psychological appoint-

ments can be managed as efficiently as pos-

sible. Keeping a calendar also allows a per-

son to manage their free time, preventing

emotional and physical burnout. Taking well-

organized notes during conversations with

any party or professional involved in a case

is highly recommended. Doing so will help

provide a reference to things that were said

but are easily forgotten during the confusion

of a legal process. Keeping a list of queries |
that can be asked during conversations with

relevant parties is also important as this §
allows a person to insure that questions do

not go unanswered. Finally, if a person is

attempting to pull together presentation

materials of any nature for a legal process, it

is prudent to remember that more often |
than not the person with the most orga-
nized and relevant information comes out

ahead.

ATTHEW S. CARLOS

Y 4 bove Peter Bramhall's
studio are Baudelaire's
words: "the artist is
responsible to no man

but himself. He donates to the centuries
to come only his own works; he stands
surely for himself alone. He dies without
issue. He was his own king, his own
priest, and his own God." This austerity,
like that of Zen koans, is meant to wake
us up from our ritualized behaviors, from
our adherence to dogma, stand us on
our own two feet, and make us responsi-
ble for ourselves. "Zen implies a break-
through, an explosive liberation from
one-dimensional conformism, a recovery
of unity which is not the suppression of
opposites but a simplicity beyond oppo-
sites" (Thomas Merton). This reliance
upon the call of our inner self is the seed
of creativity. Piet Mondrian in referring
specifically to that creativity which pro-
duces artifacts phrased the same senti-
ment in these words: "the important task
of all art is to destroy the static equilibri-
um by establishing a dynamic one."
Sitting with his back to the afternoon sun,
Peter simply says: "You learn to look, and
then you look again, and then you learn
to look again." Peter's words parallel the
old Zen saying perfectly: before | grasped
Zen, the mountains were nothing but
mountains and the rivers nothing but
rivers. When got into Zen, the moun-
tains were no longer mountains and the
rivers no longer rivers. But when | under-
stood Zen, the mountains were only
mountains and the rivers only rivers.

Although it is extremely rare, as well as
expensive, a gender expert can be called to
testify at a hearing. In doing so the expert
might discuss gender issues broadly, or pro-
vide the court information about his or her
assessment of the transgender parent. Any
appearance by a gender expert would
clearly need to come under the advice of
legal counsel. Generally, | advise attorneys
that expert appearances can be avoided by
carefully presenting an expert declaration
and other relevant materials early in the
custody proceedings when magnification of
the gender issue appears likely.

I have handled the writing of a variety of
legal declarations as a gender expert over
the years. In my experience an expertly
crafted declaration will adequately address
the courts questions as to whether trans-
gender persons are capable parents. Unless
a court is exceptionally prejudiced, most
judges recognize that a parent’s transgender
identity or crossdressing needs, like a variety
of other human conditions, do not interfere
with the child's welfare when parents make
a concerted effort to safeguard their chil-
dren from harm. Court-appointed psychol-
ogists and psychiatrists also may appear to
believe transgender identity or crossdress-
ing needs are a hindrance to a child's wel-
fare, however their duty is to provide the
court recommendations of potential liabili-
ties. Parents from all backgrounds may find
a psychologists or psychiatrists recommen-
dations to the court to be somewhat
impersonal or even strongly-worded, how-
ever they serve a serious purpose in pro-
tecting children.

The most frustrating, confusing and frighten-
ing aspect of being a parent involved in a
custody hearing, is communicating with
attorneys, courts, and court-appointed psy-
chologists and psychiatrists. | have had
numerous clients call my office deeply dis-
turbed because they did not feel their situa-
tion was understood, or that phone calls
were not returned promptly by counsel.
Other individuals stated that they did not
really understand the process of custody
proceedings. People also feel violated when
their qualifications as a parent are being
challenged. Finally, during the resolution of
child custody issues the financial expense of
lawyers and court-appointed evaluations
can increase at an alarming rate. Such sen-
timents are common when a person
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~GIANNA E}SRAE L~ has provided nation=
wide telephone consultation, individual and relation=
ship counseling, and gender specialized evaluations
and recommendations since 1988. She is principal
book author of Transgender Care with Donald Tarver,
MD, (Temple University Press/| 997).  She also
writes Transgender Tapestry's "Ask Gianna" column
and is a HBIGDA member. She may be contacted
at (415) 558-8058, at PO. Box 424447, San
Francisco, CA 94142, or via e-mail a
Gianna@counselsuite.com.  Her library is at
(http:/lwww.counselsuite.com)

Climbing up the ladder of presenting gender
expert information to courts and court-
appointed psychologists and attorneys, a
transgender parent may wish to have a gen-
der specialized evaluation of him or herself.
This is particularly so if there is a risk of an
[ ex spouse and his or her counsel unreason-
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am reminded of how people flow
through the streets of New York
City at mid-day. The juxtaposition
of city and serenity raises likewise
the contrary images of the 30
pounds of raw molten glass at the
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The roar of the furnace is joined by the
bellorous voices of the glory holes. From
across the room | can feel their heat, and
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Peter must be shielded with wooden
boards, that occasionally ignite from the
heat.The sphere is hand blown from glass
which is nearly 2000 degrees Fahrenheit.
The colored rods of Opalhimbeer Nr; 65
and Hyazinthblau | saw earlier in the day;
now flowing like 1400 degree molasses,
are introduced at the base of each piece
and pushed and pulled through the vis-
cous mass with stainless steel rods. Peter
then continues to blow the glass in order
to stretch and enlarged the plasma-like
strands, which are now affixed to the
interior surface of a glowing, orange red
globe.When further blowing has created
the desired shape the piece is put on a
puntile rod and broken from the blow-
pipe. The sphere is placed in a cooling
oven. Approximately twenty hours later
it will have cooled to room temperature.

Rudolf Arnheim writes that "The
expanding self operates in convex space,
a world populated by convex objects dis-
playing their outer surfaces in an endless
realm. But once caught in an interior, be
it the Pantheon or a room at home, the
self is surrounded by the concavity of
inner space. Now it is captured in a nar-
row world, a world, however, that by its
very restriction supplies the dimensions

of the whole. When we talk about
spaces, about outer space and inner
space, we are not referring primarily to
physical facts.What we are dealing with is
the psychological experience of our
senses."

Perhaps Arnheim was drawing from
Marc Chagallis statement: "What | mean
by abstract is something which comes to
life spontaneously through a gamut of
contrasts, plastic at the same time as psy-
chic."

It is far from unusual to fly captious
remarks the way of artists for their ten-
dency to dwell almost solely within their
own ego-space, and critiques of work
according to the psychology of its cre-
ator are well established. At the transition
from the sixteenth to seventeenth cen-
turies, the Florentine émigré to Spain,
Vincente Carducho, noted: "in most cases
differences [of style] will be caused by
the variety of men's temperaments, as
each artist has a proclivity to imitate or
reproduce his own likeness." It is easy to
follow in such footsteps. Peter dwells
heartily in his world, remotely nestled
between sleeping mountains. Peter isn't
that simplistic, though. His lifestyle is an
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embodiment of those austere Zen
gestalts, and being with Peter | feel in that
life he made his monastery. His work is a
meditative practice, which while it pro-
duces things of beauty, is a profoundly
spiritual discipline of self-overcoming. His
art is an interaction of incompatible
forces the understanding of which
requires us to (re)turn to a consideration
of wholeness: to overcome the tradition-
al dogma that propels us to consider
phenomena as merely a sum of it parts.
In this way Peter's art is a deeply spiritu-
al exercise, with a physicality and disci-
pline akin to yoga, moving towards an
integration of body, mind, intelligence,
consciousness, soul, and life. Each sculp-
ture is a reference point to the depths
and meaning of Peter's life, a rendering of
the tension of stability and growth seek-
ing a momentary balance.

Peter tells me that it is their technique
that makes the Masters endure. It is not
merely their visceral quality, and it is cer-
tainly not the intellectualism that perme-
ates today's art world. Driving the point
home, he relates to me how Andre
Emerich once answered the question
'what is fashionable in art' with a long
pause, indicating (in Peter's words),

Pathy Allen

Photo: Ma
"That's ullsh*t question”. Perhaps,
Peter r a new category of art is
needed ch plays more in the arena
of the ticism/ socio-political com-
mentat n in the realm of physical
objects reminded of Gino Severini's
words sophers and Aestheticians
may offer elegant and profound defini-
tions ¢ t and beauty, but for the
painter are all summed up in this
phrase:” eate harmony."
Peter's sculpture is as much architecture
as his g t attains the same lightness,
the same fted motion as the colors of
his "interiors". Kenneth Clark said once:
"Since tf xpression of civilized life in
architect say the pyramid of Sakara,
man hac ight of buildings as a weight
on the d. He had accepted their
material nature and although he had
tried to > them transcend it by
means c ortion or by the color of
Precious es, he had always found
himself [imit y problems of stability
and weigf e end it kept him down
o earth ow Peter overcomes
this, rende tally massive non-figura-
tive bror the stable grace of a
Pirouettir na. Peter will explain
this as the of educated commit-
ment and igeable craftsmanship.
He tells ¢

rong, deliberate tone:

"I do not make simplistic work. | do not

_just put together a couple of slabs of

metal and call it art" Gino Severini, in
writing: "an art, which does not obey
fixed and inviolable laws, is to true art
what a noise is to musical sound" would
agree. Peter continues: "there is a huge
disparity between the creative conceptu-
alization time of a piece, and time spent
in the labor and mechanics of construc-
tion. Because of the complexity of weld-
ing, finishing, and patination there are
weeks and weeks, often months after
months - and in the case of TableTop
Fountain three and one half years of time
predominantly spent on just construc-
tion. This can test one's will. This can be
incredibly frustrating. This can be a severe
challenge. | was getting towards the end
of working on TableTop Fountain and
thought | would dive right in to new
pieces. Having a crane set that piece in
the reflecting pool and testing it were
great! Then for two months | went dry. |
did not want to do anything. | simply
could not find focus. About this same
time, six of our small Night Blooming
Cirus cacti put out a total of seventeen
blossoms! The blossoms are an incredible
contrast to the body of the cactus - so
soft and delicate to the hard solid spini-
ness of the body of the cactus. It was a
wake up call. Around that time | started

Photo: Mariette Pathy Allen




the Venus series.”

Venus Desire lll and Venus Desire IV are a
divining of inner shape; the creating a
three-dimensional picture frame where
the space is framed enclosed by bronze.
That interior is simultaneously enclosed
and penetrated by glass in an experiment
of how bronze and glass create negative
space differently, and how they can be
integrated. "My work is less about the
symbolic and all about shape and form.
There are shapes and | use them. Sure,
[my sculpture] has some easily recogniz-
able shapes, but where are you going
from there? What parts of you does it set
to motion?" And a good artist, as Rudolf
Arnheim writes, "does not look for the
shapes as such, but for the forces manifest
in the relief of [tension]. These forces
carry the expression and therefore the
meaning of what we see". | ask Peter
where his vision for this new series comes
from. "l learned to swim under water; first.
The light reflects through water and
dances on rocks and the bottom of the
stream pools - they definitely have a rela-
tionship: it's a way of seeing. In some ways
| feel the glass in relation to the bronze,
acting as water, is feminine. The bronze
then is masculine, and it's nice to have
integration. And yet, | also find in saying
that, that it makes it too black and white."

Christine Merriman describes the Venus
series in these words: "The fiber optics
inside the glass pieces can illuminate a
room at night with a soft yet powerful
glow - and cast the viewer into the world
of dreams and magic. Peter Bramhall
moves the viewer's eyes through his
pieces by utilizing these fascinating juxta-
positions of tensions of line, light, mass,
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and contrasting materials. We are lifted
from the ground and brought back to it
once again”. Of an earlier piece she says:
Arch is a massive yet amazingly light arch-
way maquette for the meeting of god and

"Every onge ' in a while we
come, acr&bss something
that' is truly "unique"

and justifies the use

of that over used

Peter and | sit in the great room. A wall of
glass two stories high provides passive
solar heat, so that even while the late
autumn temperatures float around 45,
we are admirably warm. | ask Peter why
he attended college. "l needed to learn
the vocabulary somewhere. Artists are
not born. You may have potential to
express yourself with one vocabulary:
sculpture, or painting, et cetera - but
going away to school broadens the mind
to different vocabularies within the visual
arts: printing, ceramics, et cetera. And hay-
ing people with high level of readily avail-
able knowledge with which to challenge a

word. One of a

Kind. That's what
Peter Bramhall does.
No one else does
the same thing."
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student allows that student to progress
much, much quicker. Unless you're a

genius with direction, you can get lost eas-
ily" Peter pauses, trying to swallow the bit
of sandwich f chewing before he con-
tinues. "Art ) percent vocabulary, 5
percent tale I 5 percent luck. With a
good vocab you can make damn
good art" A >f wine and the conver-
sation sea y turns to Peter's
Transgender ty. "Once you have the
vocabulary, it 1ys there - like trans-
genderednes a long time | was ignor-
ing a lot of 1 parts of myself, and
that's pretty dumb [because] in my
work | have t 1 total individual - with
all the latitu d longitudes." Of his
feminine nam er says: "if it walks like a
duck it shoul the name of a duck.
But my nam one and the same -
Paedra is 4 tive. | didn't want a
name that wa ter - like Donna or
Marsha. So m ire interchangeable
N that respec ren | am en femme
it fits better
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of the generator which supplies power to
the main house and several studios.
Studying Jacques Lamentis provided Peter
with an appreciation for the power of
negative space, the value of establishing
tension, and the way an artist can control
the viewer's eyes though good use of
intersecting lines. But, the aspect of
Lamentis’ work that most impresses Peter
is not a generalized non-representational
quality; it is the intensity with which
Lamentis' abstracted people occupying
space. "Between the figures is the most
important," Peter says, "the same as the
small crouching Rodin sculpture at the
Hershorn's home on Long Island - Rodin,
whose hand can make the back of a
sculpture as beautiful and intense as the
front."

Some notable people have focused on
Peter's work. At the Chesterwood
Sculpture Conference in the Fall of 1993,
Norman and Barbara Hershal (founders
of Hershal Adler Galleries of new York
City, and Touchstone Gallery), looking
through Peter's portfolio suggested he go
see "our friend Andre Emerick" (founder
of the Andre Emerick Gallery, NYC). In
correspondence with Peter after their
meeting Mr. Emerick wrote these com-
ments .. "Your work clearly has great
merit and shows much dynamism and
enterprise." "l look forward to following
your career which, | am certain, will con-
tinue to be a rich and rewarding one."

Peter moves in hyper drive. | attribute this

Potor Mariette Pathy Allen!

%

to the preparation necessary for the
Lincoln Center Craft Show, and some ner-
Vous energy over my recent presence in
his world. | ask Christine Merriman about
Peter's more laid back days, she replies
'Oh, the two or three a year?' As we pack
the van for the six hour-drive to NYC
Peter gives me a summary of his artistic
philosophy, which by now | recognize as
his philosophy of living: "The plastic arts
are on the edge: challenging, involving peo-
ple in ways they didn't think of before. And
you don't have to like something to have
it challenge your mind."

| leave, past those words of Baudelaire,
and in reading them and reflecting about
my life back in the bustle of Boston, my
thoughts immediately fix upon the words
of another of my favorite poets, like
myself a resident of both Cambridge and
New York City, e.e.cummings, who once
addressed the students and faculty of
Harvard with these challanging words:
“Toms can be Dicks and Dicks can be
Harrys, but none of them can ever be
you.There's the artist's responsibility, and
the most awful responsibility on earth. If
you can take it - take it and be. If you
can't, cheer up, go about other people's
business, and do or undo till you drop."

If you are interested in collecting Peter's sculp-
ture you may contact him through Chatauguay
Studios in  Bridgewater, Vermont (802/
672.5141). If you enjoyed this article and
would like to further consider these ideas, you
may want to engage the following sources:

4
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John Dewey Art as Experience
(current publication status unknown).

Piet Mondrian Plastic Art and Pure Plastic Art: and
other essays, 1941-1943 Wittenborn, Schultz, Inc.
(NYC: 1947).

Rudolf Arnheim The Split and the Structure
University of California Press (Berkeley: | 996).

Robert Goldwater and Marco Treves Artists on Art
Pantheon Books (NYC:1945).

Susan Feagin and Patrick Maynard, ed. Aesthetics
Oxford University Press (Oxford: 1997).

Sir Kenneth Clark Civilization Harper and Row (NYC:
1969).

Thomas Merton Zen and the Birds of Appetite
New Directions (1968).

www.press.uchicago.edu/subjects/art/art| 5 | .html

www.greatbuildings.com/gbc/buildings/Johnson_Hous
e.htm/
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The pages beneath chronicle part of my 18 month journey
from a life as an apparently normal husband and father to that
of an apparently normal woman. In the hope of capturing the
immediacy of this emotional trip into the unknown, | shunned
the retrospective approach, opting instead for a daily diary.

Each entry was made on the day the events actually happened,
except as noted. And each is filled with the raw and unpolished
thoughts and feelings that held me at that moment. Of course,
this leads to a somewhat meandering story, as well as contra-
dictions in my point-of-view and personal emotional outbursts
that I'm sure will make me squirm once this is published.
Anything less would be less than truthful, and if this document
is to serve any purpose as either a tool for tolerance and
understanding or as an inspiration to those contemplating any
major life-change, then it must be completely honest.

FOREWORD

" Holocaust Memorial Fountain'

Paedra/Peter's Studio
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As | write these words, | am still a man. But that will soon
change. The hormone therapy | began two months ago is

already altering both mind and body. Soon, the person known
as Dave will cease to exist and the new person of Melanie shall
be born.

S0 it is with a strange mixture of sadness and elation, suffering
and joy, that | pen these words. For in order for Melanie to live,

Dave must die. No, | am not a "split" personality. But just as
there are many aspects of Melanie that cannot be expressed in
the role of Dave, there are many facets of Dave that can no
longer be explored as Melanie.

So, my lifev as a man has reached an impasse. My development
aSamale is to be cut off, both figuratively and literally. And yet,

I gladly lay my life down for her. For | have come to know
Melame intima as a beautiful person: warm compassionate,
Creative, insightful. | love her: Indeed, if | were able to meet
mE|ane face to face, | would surely remain Dave and devote all
Ouyﬂoaf EO pleasing her and basking in the glow of her joyous
to |iv: - BUL such can never be, and Dave must die for Melanie
1 do not know t the future holds; no one ever does. But |

90 know that the
OPen to me, A
&3ping chunks of

urse | have charted is truly the only one
fer path leads to certain disaster, as great,
personality would whither, fester; and die.

I'thank Peter Bramhall, not only for the artist ~ Central Square, Cambridge Massach
statement incorporated as a section of this  for the physical and intellectual SP
article, but first and foremost for his friend-  compose much of this article, not o8
ship. | also thank Cezanne café and bakery  keeping me well nourished in body y
on Massachusetts Avenue in :

30, | close with :
Y Your outer |-
OW and |ove, M

4PPiness where
Wtration, Ang

i

N for the new woman about to be born:
ty match the inner beauty | have come to
ur days be long and fruitful. May you find
e found pain, and contentment from my
/ You have no regrets.

A Spy In Their Midst
From Journeys and Transitions
by Melanie Phillips

October 3, 1989
SETTING:

As my first entry starts somewhat into my story, a brief back-
ground is essential to an understanding of the text. :

As of August Ist, 1989, when this journal began, | was living
entirely as Dave - father, husband, small business owner, and
free-lance writer/director/editor in the film business. | had been
married for thirteen years to Mary, with a ten-year-old son, and
a six-year-old daughter. My family life was good, my career
growing, my future bright, but still something was missing.

I had first felt "different" in kindergarten, where all the other lit-
tle boys seemed to know instinctively how to act, but | had to
struggle to learn the male role by rote: it did not come natu-
rally. | never considered the possibility | had the instincts of a
female; | simply thought | had none at all.

By age seven, | was regularly sneaking off to dress in the girls'
clothes my mother brought in as part of her short-lived iron-
ing business. This was well before puberty and was not an erot-
ic experience, but rather a feeling of completeness and con-
tentment.

Throughout my teenage years, the need to dress as a female
came and went in waves, sometimes intense, sometimes absent
for years at a time.

| ' was nonagressive in school, both in sports and dating, and
excelled at neither. My only erotic interests were not in what |
could do to or with a woman, but what it would be like to be
one.

| married as a virgin in 1976, and the longings to be female van-
ished more than they were there. But, gradually, as | progressed
through adult life, the waves became stronger and more fre-
quent. Only twice in my life (both times in my early teen years)
had | ventured out as a female, both with such tension from
fear of discovery, that | did not attempt this again until three
years before this journal began.

Suddenly, the need to move in society as a woman became
overwhelming, and within two months, | had made nearly a
dozen outings, tentative at first, then growing more bold as |
gained confidence in my ability to "pass" without being "read".

I never confided in anyone, relative, friend, or professional, and
was never "caught". | began to take an interest in hormones as
a means of edging closer to the female self-image | had creat-
ed in my mind. | began with low dose mail-order hormone
creams, then, finding them to be practically useless, began forg-
ing prescriptions over the phone for birth control pills, all to
avoid admitting my situation to anyone, even a qualified physi-
cian or psychologist.

W . ad4v E S
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Throughout this period, | was constantly "purging" myself of this
"awful" desire. Full of guilt | would throw away all my pills, wigs,
clothes, and any other accumulations, only to be driven to
rebuild my accoutrements scant days later:

Finally, | came to the decision that this secret side, if not dealt
with openly, would lead to self-destruction and the loss of not
only my self-respect, but the love of those | loved. So, at the end
of July 1989, | mustered the courage to call a gender "hotline"
and get a referral to a doctor who provided hormone therapy
to transsexuals. This Diary begins with my preparations for that
appointment.

Prick of the Needle
August 1, 18989

| was incredibly nervous as | prepared to venture out as
Melanie for the first time in nearly a year. | had made arrange-
ments with my dad to watch the kids for the day, and had taken
my old clothes, make-up and wig out of plastic bag storage in
the garage. Earlier in the morning, | had used my old supply of
"Nair" to get rid of the hair on my legs and arms. Once again |
felt the excitement of feeling soft and sensuall

It took a long time to get everything just right, but eventually, |
was satisfied that even if | looked awful, it was enough to con-
vince the doctor that | was serious. In truth, | needed to make
the breakthrough into the mainstream of actual medical care so
strongly, that | would have walked a gauntlet of red-necks in
three-inch heels to latch onto a program that would lead
where | wanted to go.

| checked my appearance one final time. Hair - ratty, make-up -
cakey, skirt - laughably short, high-heeled shoes - preposterous.

In summary, | was ready. | snuck out of the house, slunk into my -
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car, and boldly set off to find my destiny. Driving through the
city and down the freeway was exhilarating. | knew that | was a
woman to all who saw me, and | anxiously hoped with every
fiber of my being that the doctor would see fit to make that
dream a reality.

The medical center itself was a modern ten-story facility, not
the sleazy back-room affair | had anticipated. | parked across
the street and (after some hunting) found the front entrance. |
went looking for room 1009, but there were only two levels in
this part of the building. | had no idea where to find the office,
nor the certainty that | could (with my nervousness) pull off a
conversation to get directions.

Just when | was feeling most distressed, a ten-year-old boy
showed up out of nowhere, took one look at me and asked if
I needed some help. | told him, in a breaking voice, the number
of the office | wanted. He said it was in the other building, and
asked if | knew how to get there. | replied in bad falsetto that |
didn't. He said, "Do you want me to show you?" | gagged out,
"Sure..." He said, "Come on.." and bolted down the hall.

I don't know if he was the son of someone who worked there,
or perhaps a patient himself. But he darted down the corridors
and around corners like he had designed the place. The only
question he ever asked was, "Are you going for plastic surgery?"
Thanks a lot, kid! Anyway, after two minutes of mind-boggling
twists and turns (him run-walking and me trotting gracelessly
down the slippery floors in high heels) we arrived at the ele-
vators. "Tenth floor", he said, smiled, and left as mysteriously as
he had arrived. "Thank you!", | croaked as he disappeared
around a bend.

Fortunately, the elevator was empty, and | was unmolested,

embarrassed or ashamed on the way up. The doors open
revealing the tenth floor: the location of my destiny. | stepp
into the hall and checked the office listings until | found the p
scribed number. Gripping the knob with a sweaty but det
mined hand, | gave it a turn and stepped inside.

The room was small, but well decorated (by waiting room st
dards). There was one short, round lady sitting in the com
and the reception desk straight ahead. | walked up, asked
Ann, as | had been instructed to do, and was told to sit do
and wait.

No sooner had | lowered myself, as lady-like as possible int
chair, but the plumpish, weathered woman began to speak,
broken English, she told me the story of her life; her days in
Francisco, her stint as a land-lady and run-in with the Hous
Authority, the death of her husband and how she coped. Al
while, she rarely required a reply (thank God!) content to h
a live body as audience that had not been initiated into her
previously.

| nodded with sympathy and understanding, peppered with
occasional "uh huh..", and she seemed not only satisfied,
almost euphoric. Once, the nurse caught my eye and smij
knowingly, in empathy with my ordeal.

Finally, my name was called, and | stood to the window t
out information and answer questions. Then, out of nowh
the nurse asked if | wanted to buy the pills today. | was shog
After years of felonies committed forging prescriptions
birth-control pills, suddenly here was another human bej
qualified, legitimate medical professional just GIVING the

me! "Yes!", | stammered, fumbling the required twenty-two

lars out of my purse.

Bill paid, the door opened and | was beckoned inside so
my future. | flushed from head to toe as | crossed that th
old into the unknown.

I was ushered down the hall to an examining room, where
nurse sat me down, handed me a bottle of 100 2.5 mg e
gen pills, "Take one a day, and don't miss any!", and took
blood pressure. | just kept staring at that bottle, unable to
my eyes from it, transfixed to the reality and weight of the
sion | was about to make. The doctor came in, asked some
tine questions and told me to "bend over the table." for a
trate exam. | hardly noticed the pain.

Finally, Ann came back with two syringes, one for vitamin
one, the fateful one, with a mix of estrogen and progest
in sesame oil for slow release. She asked me to stand and
my skirt. | complied, my heart racing as | contemplated the
| was beginning, the reality of a lifetime of dreams.

I stared out of the tenth floor window, across the city, b

with thousands of ant-like people, going about their daily:
tines, unaware of the change of life that was about to occul
feet above them. | stared out toward the ocean, across th

verse, across the years, as my entire life collapsed inf

abstract desire whose fulfillment would begin with the
prick of the needle that hovered behind me.

And then, | felt the tiny pain as the steel shaft slid into
sue of my derriere, then slowly deposit its cargo of
hood, rushing into my system, realigning the workings.
entire anatomy, so that its new responses would Ul
transform me into a true and undeniable woman. Th
moment lasted an eternity for me as | savored the up
emotion, knowing that | had the courage to take that fif
And, now that | had, there would be no going back. |
the road to womanhood, and | would not stop until |
my destination.

| fixed my clothes, left the office, and felt incredibly fe

| sashayed down the hall, riding the most pleasurable high | have
ever experienced. Down the elevator and back to the car: Onto
the freeway and across town. Into the driveway and the house.
it all blurred together with the knowledge that the hormones
were working already. Carrymg their undeniable commands to
all parts of my body. Telling my most basic systems, "This is a
woman, do your job!"

| didn't come down all day, and | fell asleep with a smile on my
face. (Written the morning after; August 2, 1989)
[Author’s 1 ote:] There are about three weeks missing between
the first diary entry and the second. | had no idea at the time,
that | would be documenting my transition so fully,and had only
written the first entry since | am a writer by trade and by love.
Writing for me has always been a natural way to work out my
feelings. Nonetheless, several important events transpired
before my entries became regular; so | document them here for
clarity. The Saturday following my first Doctor's appointment
there was a support group meeting hosted by the fellow who
had recommended the hormone doctor to me. Mary did not
yet know about my recent hormone use, although | had told
her of my fantasy of being female a year ago, and had even con-
fessed | had tried hormones briefly. After that, | had grown a
mustache to prove to her that | would not follow that direction
any further than fantasy. So, | elected not to tell her | was on
hormones, but tell her only about the support group meeting
and use that as an excuse for having shaved off my mustache.

She did not like my going out dressed as Melanie, and refused
to see me dressed as a woman, instead taking the kids to a
movie so | could get ready in peace.

[t took me three hours to put myself together in those days,
and | needed every minute. | was more nervous than | had ever
been as the time drew near Being summer, it was still light
when | finally left at 6 pm, sure that the neighbors would find

The drive was scary, but exhilarating, | had actually never met
another transsexual and had no contact or knowledge of the
community so | had no idea what to expect.

The meeting was at a private home in the San Fernando Valley,
in the midst of a typical suburban neighborhood. | parked my
carand gingerly made my way up the walk. | couldn't tell where
to enter from: there were several doors. | knocked on one, but
€01 no response. | began to fear that | had the address or the
tme wrong and that some angry homeowner would leap out
With a shotgun and end the adventure right there.

Finally, | moved around to the alcove and saw a note taped to
the door: "Welcome, Come on in". Would there be five people
there? Fifty? Would any of them also be "dressed"? (I was wear-
"8 the same outlandish outfit | had worn to the doctor's - it

Was the only one nad). Most important, would they think | was
Pretty?

I'was the second
10 the first guest
ONe dressed 55 4

e to arrive. The host, Lee R, introduced me
middle-aged man named Bill. | was the only
Me to gy oman. | felt like an absolute fool. Lee urged

anywhere. | selected a spot on the couch across from

the ir ani |
i And they returned to their animated conversation, | felt
Mpletely oyt of place,

Th :

onreGe or four other men arrived for the 6:30 pre-meeting class

Sither A¢ 51 tiication, and none of them were dressed

would h this point | would have left in a flash, except THAT
V€ embarrassed me even more.

Fma“y the class <.

4 ed, and Lee illustrated the differences
€N anatom)c

sex (male or female) sexual preference

(straight, gay, or bi) and gender identity (masculine or feminine).
He explained how none of them were tied together and any
combination was possible. | finally began to understand for the
first time, just what nature of beast | was.

Toward the end of the 90 minute class, other people started to
filter in for the support group portion of the meeting. And
some of them were "dressed"lll FINALLY!!! | was not alone!

Eventually, about 30 people had arrived: gays, “bi"'s, TVs, pre-op
and post-op transsexuals. REAL transsexuals! | had never been
so close! Everyone was warm and friendly, even the truck dri-
vers in the tutus (not really, but that was the impression a cou-
ple of them gave.)

The one thing that impressed me the most, was that each of
these people was friendly, sincere, respectful, and willing to
accept everyone for whatever and whoever they were. No
ridicule, no recrimination.

The format was a round robin, and at my turn, | had my first
experience impressing people with who | was. | was nervous,
to be sure, and my voice was a joke. | kept trying to gesture in
a feminine manner, but managed only to look stiff and stilted.
Still and all, the group accepted me as one of their own and |
felt like | had come home.

Afterward, | ended up talking at length with the guest who was
there when | arrived. Bill, it turned out that was HIS first meeting
as well. He was TV, but had never dressed in front of anyone. He
was also a writer and asked if | might like to co-author something
with him. | agreed, and we exchanged phone numbers.

Later in the week, he called and invited me to lunch at the Rose
City Diner in Pasadena, not far from the route of the
Tournament of Roses Parade (whose official film | had edited
for two years previously.)

| arrived with excitement, as | had never gone to an eating
establishment as a woman before, nor had | as a woman had
lunch with a man.

He greeted me outside with a handshake. When we walked to
the door, he opened it for me. Hey, this was great! He gave his
name to the waitress and it was only a moment before a table
opened up. It never occurred to me that the woman is sup-
posed to go first behind the waitress (you never think about
what you don't do) so it wasn't until he indicated | should that
| finally realized | was screwing up already!

| then realized that here was my first trip out that wasn't just a
quick romp and he had selected the busiest diner in all of
Southern California at the peak of lunch hour! And the tables
were all open, so | would be in full view with nowhere to hide.

| looked over the menu, and selected the Chicken Salad, as the
item least likely to attract attention. He ordered for me, "The
young lady will have..." We talked for a while, man and woman
out for lunch, and then the order arrived - with fanfare!

Here was the biggest chicken salad | had ever seen! A tostada
shell filled about a foot high with every imaginable garnish. The
waitress had to strain to carry it! Every eye in the place turned
to see who had ordered this monstrosity. So much for
anonymity! (To this day, | have not been able to order a chick-
en salad in a restaurant!)

Well, | made it through the meal, and actually had a good time.
After lunch, we walked up and down the streets of Old Towne
Pasadena, stopping in shops and talking about his story that we
might work on together: We said goodbye with another hand-
shake and went our separate ways.
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Meanwhile, the hormones began to take affect. As predicted, on
the [0th day after my first shot, my nipples began to swell
slightly - actually more of a puffiness - and becarne tender: |
have never been able to keep a secret from Mary, so once
again, | broke down and told her everything. She was upset, but
we did not have an argument. In fact, we discussed the issues
rather calmly, and even arrived at a tentative agreement that
would allow us to stay together. The confrontation | had dread-
ed never really materialized. In fact, it was something of a let
down. | almost yearned for, no, REQUIRED a major event, just
to mark or prove my resolve. But it didn't happen, and that left
me feeling somewhat unsettled, almost as if nothing had really
happened at all. It was in this state of unfulfilled confusion that
I made my next entry.

AuGuUSsT 25, 1989

So much has happened, but nothing's occurred. The hurricane
I'call my life surrounds my quiet eye with a turmoil of events,
and yet all of them collectively are a process, not a condition,
and nothing tangible has congealed in the gale; perhaps it never
will.

It all goes back to my childhood, and with any luck, it would've
stayed there. But such is not my lot. The seeds planted in my
young mind by environment, were nurtured in the fertility of
my genetic stew. The twisting vines that sprang forth have so
entwined my psyche as to be indistinguishable from it.

I believe myself to be female, from the inside out. The question
poised upon resolution is: have | become female from subcon-
scious efforts on my part to achieve that condition, or have |
always been of that kiln and only now am realizing it?

Hopefully, Time will tell, while it heals all wounds.

AUGUST 26, 1989

Bill called me again a couple of days after our first "date", |
thanked him for a good time and told him how natural it had
felt for me. He told me that he had to keep reminding himself
that | wasn't actually a woman, and | put on a breathy voice and
told him, "Don't remind yourself" He said okay.

Our conversation drifted through many areas including my
admission that for the first time in my life, | was attracted to a
man. | told him | found his quiet strength, but gentle eyes very
sexy. He admitted that ever since the support group meeting,
he had been extremely attracted to me. But he was wortried,
as he was married and totally straight. | told him not to worry,
he was just responding to the woman he saw, not to the
remaining male underneath.

He had told his wife about our meeting, but not that | was
meeting him as Melanie. She responded that it was okay, as long
as he didn't bring me home. But as the conversation ended, he
asked again if | wanted to write with him and | told him [ very
much wanted to. He decided that it was best to meet at his
home, so we agreed.

All week long, | thought about the upcoming meeting and
found myself hoping that | would have my first experience with
a guy. If things went as | wanted to, I'd experience my first kiss.

The day before our meeting | found myself doing all kinds of
female things to get ready that | had heard about but never
done myself. | bought a new skirt: a pleated, frilly thing, just so |

would look more desirable and feminine.

The day of the meeting | spent twice as long as usual with
make-up, intentionally wore the pull-over top he had first se

me in, and added a second spray of perfume. In short, | was

female planning to trap my man.

When | arrived, we began to work on the story, but as he is
and | am TS, the conversation naturally drifted. | re-iterated t
I'was confused by my new feelings toward the "opposite sa
He admitted that he was worried by how much he was thi
ing of a relationship with me, when he was a happily marrj
man.

| allowed myself to begin to cry, knowing exactly what effe
that would have on him. And he responded as planned.
opened his arms and said, "Come here.." | melted into
embrace and clung to his strong arms while he held me tig
and comforted me.

It's hard to describe the feelings that went through my head
that moment. For the first time in my life, my need to be ¢
dled and protected was being fulfilled. | was not expected to
strong, to hold my emotions in check. | could respond as |
weak and helpless, and let him take control, These were
same needs | had gotten married in order to fulfill fourte
years ago, but had never found in my marriage.

Well, I pulled myself together and we returned to the story
the few remaining minutes before we both had to leave. But
the door, as | was fiddling in my purse for my keys, | heard f
say again behind me, "Come here.." | turned and found
arms open for me. | eased into them and felt him hold me ti
I held him close, then, in mutual need, we loosened our g
slightly, looked into each other's eyes for a fleeting mome
if to confirm what we both wanted, then our lips met for
seconds in a tentative, almost brother/sister kiss.

We again fell into each others arms, then broke away andT
vously fumbled our way to the door. We each left for our ¢
without another word or glance. But all the way home | bask
in the afterglow of the completeness | had finally achieved
the first time in my thirty-six years.

Afterward, | went to my weekly doctor appointment,
anxious than ever for another dose of the medication that)
making me into the woman | wanted to be; the wom:
NEEDED to be...

AuUGUST 29, 1989

Mary has been much more content today, and her almost-h
piness has made my depressive clouds evaporate. It seems
has accepted my offer that | will not appear in her presend
Melanie, will not tell the kids until they find out for themsel
and will remain faithful to her as long as we stay togethe
exchange, she will remain through the hormone treatment
even SRS. | can have an outside life as Melanie, as long

doesn't get back to her;

Now | realize, of course, that this is only a temporary solu
Within the space of several moths to a year, it will be extrt
ly difficult for me to successfully appear as a male. And as'
as the kids crawl up on my chest, they're going to know
thing is up! :

Plus, there's the terrible strain of leading a double life,

ing to develop one of those lives and whither the other.
least it gives us both time to find ourselves, and most I
tant, it gives Mary the chance to accept the changes anc
haps even allow me to go "full-time" and still keep oY
tionship. And after all, it works for Clark Kent, doesn't itt

AucusT 30, 1989

It's so hard to know when ['ve really declided anything: Jusfc as
t < my true drives and emotions are coming into
iew, another life-changing revelation jumps in to screw things

I But today, so many pieces QUIETLY fell into place that |
Ur%st this new view, as it came in like a lamb. A very STRONG
lamb, to be sure, but not with bells and whistles.

koon as | th

| was at the lumber yard with an old Boy Scout friend, Chuck.
While he was having some cutting done, | wandered down the
isles of stacked lumber, breathing in the fragrance of freshly cut
wood. Pleasant emotional memories began to filter through my
mind like sunlight through the sawdust.

bered my woodshop days in Junior High; the smooth,
Lgﬁ?fzngl of the ﬁynished pieces, the deep glow of the polished
varnish, the satisfaction of creating an object of beauty and
function from a simple block of wood. And | remembered trips
that Mary and | had taken to the Iur_nber storeT throughout our
marriage. | re-enjoyed the thrill of picking out just what | need-
ed for a project: a project that had her totally confused. Not
that she couldn't have easily done the job herself, but that it
was MY domain, the HUSBAND'S domain, and she chose not

to tread there

Suddenly, | realized that these were aspects of the male lifg |
didn't want to give up. Sometimes | enjoy and want to contin-
ue to enjoy being the knowledgeable protector and handyman.
This didn't lessen my desire to be the submissive and protect-
ed partner, but rather to add that to the other facets of my life
as well.

In that moment, in a gentle revolution, my male and female per-

ons-merged and melded for the first time. | was not tonger
Dave or Melanie, | was me. ME!! | didn't have to conform to
either role, regardless of the sex | ultimately choose to be. All at
once, | didn't care what others thought of my attitudes, gestures,
or activities. All | needed was to be true to myself in either role,
and the rest of the world could come along or get lost.

This was not an emotion of vindictiveness, but of freedom. |
cannot recall @ time in my life when | was not secretly terrified
10 cross a street for fear of what the oncoming pedestrians
would think of me. It didn't matter what | thought of myself, but
Just the image projected to them; and | was not at all sure of
that! | was self-conscious of my walk, my arm movements, my
thin wrists, | fre ently would pretend to scratch an itch on my
face, just to raise my wedding ring where it could be seen: a
badge for all +. icknowledge that at least someone thought |

Was male enough to marry, so | must be okay, no matter what
TOU think, N'YAHHI!

Bl‘!t that afternoon, | walked down the street outside my office,
drifting with the ouds, feeling the light breeze on my face and
Stening to the umbling sound of the traffic, like mechanical
babblmg of a concrete brook. And everyone encountered was
N0t a test to be »assed, but a fellow human being of no greater
OF lesser value than myself. Thirty-three years of affected ges-

tlCL.J'a‘F'On fell away, and | walked without conscious control,
:N'ng'”g My arms without concern in whatever manner felt
atural, without sorship.

| Gannot recall a time in which | had not constantly been aware
anyeggry,bm'ovef % at least on a subliminal level, to prevent
ST ’\Sfé llity of ¢ ipproval by even casual acquaintances, even
OF perh ERS, for that matter! But today, | simply let all that go,
anyOne'aps it w ken from me.Today | became myself, not

S €Xpectations of me,

This evening, at home, Mary told me she had shared our prob-
lem with a friend at work - a gay guy whom she often jokes
with. That, to me, was her most significant reaction since this all
started. Because, what this really means is that she has finally
accepted that what | have been telling her is real: not just a
strange imagining. She may never come to terms with it, at least
she is truly acknowledging it. Thank God!

AucusT 31, 1989

Today may have been the most uneventful since this all began.
It's strange to contemplate that someday, the changes | have set
in motion may seem commonplace. Then years later: the
excitement has worn off, the struggle nearly forgotten. The
strangeness of my new body has become its normal feel, and
the question, even awareness of what sex | am, what gender;
never enters my conscious thought.

What then of my life? The wind still blows, the sun still shines.
What will | have gained? Perhaps nothing. So what will | have
lost? Perhaps everything. Or perhaps the other way around. Ask
me again in ten years.

Tonight, Mary told me she had confided in another friend at
work. This confirms my view that she is coming to terms with
the reality of the situation. She was given a recommendation by
both of her confidants to see the same psychologist for coun-
seling. Amazingly, she has taken the advice and intends to meet
with a professional.

| worry about her; | worry about myself too, of course, and
THAT is mostly what | consider at the intellectual level,. but Ifor
Mary | worry with my heart.| do not know if | can live a life with-
out her. But | suspect | could not live a life without following my
own needs. If the two diverge, I am not sure what I will do.

So, now that she is facing it all and now that she is talking to
someone who can help, | know that she will become strong,
There is a deep sense of loss in this, as | know thatll will no
longer be the one she comes to for strength, but will either find
it within herself or from someone else. Rather than being her
source of conflict, | will, or perhaps have already, become the
object of her fears or anguish. | cannot wish her not to find that
comfort; | love her too much, but as | write these words, my
eyes fill with tears that | am not the one providing it.

Mixed with my own fear and anguish is a strange excitement,
an almost giddy elation that at thirty-three years of dreams may
ACTUALLY become REALITY.To really awaken in the morning
and know that | am truly a woman, not in fantasy, not in cos-
tume, but in actuality, fills me with a jittery nervousness of antic-
ipation: a school-girl rush just before her first date.

I intend to let Mary read this entry when | am through, and
though | know she will be disheartened, perhaps even disgust-
ed by these admissions, | need her to know. | need her to know
that | do not bring this upon us from lack of love or insensitiv-
ity, but from a driving force so strong that, left denied, it would
have torn us both apart in years to come, or at best doomed
me to a private hell of always wondering, yearning to find out
and feeling my life had never been more than a series of days.

If I could change this, | would. And the fact that | enjoy it so
much makes it all the harder to defend as a need. But the lack
of joy is the need, and the need fulfilled becomes the joy.Will |
follow this through? Can | live without the half of my life that
Mary represents? Will God smile upon me and let me have
both? Somehow | doubt He will. There is always a price for
inner peace and perhaps perpetual grief is mine.
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INTERVIEW WITH JUDE PaTTON
AND: LG MADEIROS-PATTON
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lustration: Mykael Hawley

This October | had the
pleasure of meeting up
with Jude Patton and his
lovely wife Carol Madeiros-
Patton at Fantasia Fair in
Provincetown. It was the
perfect “Kodak moment”

fall day. Crisp chilly and full
of color. The fire was
roaring and the smell of
wood smoke and fresh
homemade biscuits filled
the living room of the

Fairfield Inn.

Mykael Hawley: \When did e
start your transition, Jude?

Jude Patton: | transitioned
1971

!
MH: You were the only one real
out there at the time?

JP: Yeah, at that time. In | 9728
September, | had just had my fi
surgery. | had already met some pec
ple in southern California who wer
doing work with sexuality, and the
had me come out to speak to the
classes. | had four surgeries in the pe
od of a year Four hospitalizatiof
with multiple surgeries in each one.
think | was the third person they d
at Stanford.

MH:. |  remember seej g
Cosmopolitain magazine in August
1972, that talked about the guys
were going to Stanford for their
surgeries. This was for me, the fit
time | identified myself,

JP: Interestingly enough, the perst
who gave me the information was ol
of a group of the first six at Johl
Hopkins, in 1965. | was working
this very small mom and pop type @
grooming business in Mar Vis
California. I'd been working there f
years when they hired another pe
as a groomer. There was this sort
connection between us, but nobd
knew quite what to say to each off
though we talked all day. He 53
"‘Come to my house tonight, | ha
book | want to show you. Thel
something | want to tell you ab
myself" | went there, and he had
Benjamin's book, which was the €
book at the time that addressed
issue, and he told me about hift
He said "I think you need to knoM
said "I think you're right."

MH: Was that the first time Yot
comfortable with your identity?

JP: In my early years, | had a great
deal of support for however | wished
to be. | had a crew cut, and this was in

the days when kids just didn't do that.

In junior high and high school, my
mom and dad defended me, even

though they didn't know what this
was at all. They defended me to their
freinds who said "You've got to make
her wear a dress, curl her hair" That's

the kind of support that | always had
from family. When | tried to tell my
mom about myself, she just didn't
understand. She said,"l love you, we
want you to be happy."

MH: What was the most difficult part
of your transition?

JPsThe hardest loss for me was my
first identification with the gay commu-
nity, which, as a young adult, became my
support system. When | transistioned,
it took me over the edge of being
androgynous, until then, people didn't
know if | was a boyish girl or a boy who
was very feminine. | looked like this
baby butch type person. | could get
into movies half-price until | was like, 28
years old. | thought that everyone who
was butch like me had the same dream
I did, to be a guy, not a girl.

Bt when- | transistioned, the physical
changes were so quick. | used to play
softball for a team in Venice California,
against all the other local lesbian bar

teams. | walked into one of the places
that | had played a game against six
months before, and the bartender,
who had been friendly with me,
refused to serve me, because | was a
guy. At that time it was a very separi-
tist environment,

MH: [Ok Iet me hear your story]
How did you two meet?

IP: A blind date from 3 mutual friend,
Who called me one day before
hristmas, and she said, "There's this

Wonderful woman that | met, and |
think the two /ou could really hit it
?ff- | want two of you to get
Ogether at company Christmas
Pzrty- quld ou come? | said yes.
E 's lady did not know anything about
eyeEatSt which is so funny because I'd
- doﬁ?mbfy active in the community
R Ing a Ic nedia that nobody
aw, whe; /orked.
Carol Magei ;. s-Patton:
5 Woman m

sure | got to the

party, she had her husband pick me
up, and she bought me earrings. It
was a real blind date! As it turned
out, we had a good time, but | was
uncomfortable. | had been married
before, where all | did was work three
jobs and take care of my three kids, so
I never went anyplace or did anything.
| had been free for a couple of years
and | certainly wasn't looking for mar-
riage, or a relationship. My divorce
was final, and | was trying to find
myself. My kids were teens. So, | meet
Jude, and he was nice and all, but
'hello and goodbye', you know? He
took me home, and | had loaned my
daughter the car, but the housekey
was on that keyring, so he suggested
we go for coffee. | didn't want to go,
all I wanted to do was go inside and
go to sleep, but | was stuck. We went
to a restaurant and we talked for five
hours, and it felt like just an hour to
me. We got along so well, here | am
telling him how much | weigh and
everything else!

It was a really nice conversation. |
knew from the start something was
going on, but | didn't want to. He just
made me feel so free.

For twenty-some years, | was sad. And
when Jude and | met, and our relation-
ship began to evolve, | thought "I've
become a butterfly. I've spread my
wings and I've become all of what | can
be." And | truly believe that it's because
of Jude, and how he encourages me.

We had been going out for a while
before | found out about Jude (being
transsexual) by accident, so we sat
down and talked about it. He wanted
to know if | wanted more of a rela-
tionship than just friendship. | remem-
ber this vividly because that was the
weekend my brother and sister-in-law
invited us to go on a camping trip and
| was scared to death because we had
to sleep in the same tent. Even though
I'had been married before, | really did-
n't want to sleep with him. (not
because | was a prude or anything).

S0 here we were on this camping trip,
let me tell you how sick | got because
| was so afraid. | got up about 4 in the
morning and vomited because | got so
wound up. | remember lying in a hud-
dle in the corner, not even daring to
let our big toes touch!

Anyway, we went and sat by this beau-
tiful tree, and he asked me where |

wanted the relationship to go and |
said, " I'm not ready to talk about that
yet" | remember he wanted to say
something to me, and | could see it
right from the very first time. There
was something in his eyes, something
about him. | even tried to quiz him,
asking,"What's  wrong, were you
blown off in the war or something?"

Mykael: [grinning at Jude ]
JP: [laughing] Right!

CMP: | don't know where | even
came up with that one! So he said,
"Well, its obviously not time to talk
about it, I've found that in the past, if |
divulge to much, then people just run
off" So | accepted that, but still there
was always something there. You can
see in his eyes that he's a very kind
man. Anyway, that afternoon we're
sitting there and he says | need to tell
you something, and | could see that he
was very serious about having a rela-
tionship, and | was just so scared.
Then he started to tell me, but |
stopped him and of course, the tears
really started. | believe that he
thought if | found out his transsexual-
ism, then | was gonna just walk off.
However, the issue for me had noth-
ing to do with was he gay or trans-
sexual or anything, the issue for me
was... was | ready for a relationship? |
knew for me, a relationship with a
man would have to be a family-orient-
ed situation, a marriage. Jude had
never been married, but for me, it was
always a real commitment.

| think he was surprised that the issue
for me was not about his transsexual-
ity, but more my own fears. My fami-
ly was Catholic, and | have one broth-
er that became a strict Mormon.
When | shared about Jude with my
sister-in-law, because | needed some-
one to talk to, confide in, | asked her
not to tell my brother. Well | guess
she did. My brother started treating
me very strange and it was very hurt-
ful for me. He said"l don't know
about you and the afterlife." And he
didn't have to say anything more, |
knew what he meant. The rest of my
family never knew, | didn't have a rea-
son to say anything. | mean, I've had a
hysterectomy, but | don't go around
showing everybody my scar!

| wanted to tell my other brothers,
and I'm going on and on, trying to get
to the piont. So when | finally told
one of my brothers that Jude was a




transexxual, he said, "Is that all?ll |
thought you were going to say he
murdered somebody." From then on,
I've felt total peace inside.

JP: The other brother, the policeman,
sometime after that, called one day,
and asked for Carol. She wasn't
there. He said to me, "l just want to
tell you how much it means to me
that you take such good care of my
sister" What a compliment!

MH: [t must have felt so good to
hear that. So, when you got together,
you had an instant family, with the kids
and all. What was that like?

JP2 | had my mother, who was very
depressed, living with me. | took care
of her since | was twenty. Her physical
health was deteriorating when Carol
and | met. Carol's daughter was six-
teen, with a sixteen year old
boyfriend, and her sons were seven-
teen and eighteen. In Carol's mind, |
think, but I'll let Carol say it, it was an
opportunity to bring her family back
together: In my mind, | was marrying
Carol, not her children. I'm an animal
person, so I've always had pets as my
“children" but I'm not child oriented
at all. We both had separate ideas of
what this was going to be like. Within
months, Carol's daughter and her
boyfriend had moved in. Pretty soon,
the other two moved in. So now I've
got four teenagers, and their assorted
cronies, and everyone thinks Jude's
wealthy because he's got a five bed-
room house. It was more than diffi-
cult. From her perspective, the close-
knit, all-inclusive family is very impor-
tant. | come from a scattered family.
There was a constant flow of family
events on her side, she's got over
three hundred blood relatives in a
twenty-five-mile radius! For her, these
events were a natural, normal part of
her life. For me it was a different
story. So the issue still remains, trying
to accomodate two different needs
for socializing.

CMP: We both grew up with differ-
ent kinds of families. My very Latin
family is very close. | understand
what he feels because he wasn't there
when the kids were little and all

cutesy. They were full-blown teens
when he met them. | know he loves
the kids. A mom goes a little step fur-
ther; always. This is a big major thing
with us and we have to be really
understanding. Today, the kids are all
moved away and we're grandparents.

There's still that Latin part of me, and
you have to understand that my feel-
ings are really strong. There's certain
things I'm not going to change. | ask
Jude to allow me to change as | can
change, you can't force somebody,
they have to want to get there. |
know I'm stubborn. | spent thirty,
almost forty years of my life doing
what everybody else wanted me to.
At forty, | acheived my own freedom,
| feel | was born at forty.

When | was finally on my own, over-
whelming memories [of childhood
abuse] started to come back. Certain
aspects of our lovemaking would
remind me of when | was molested,
and | would just break down in tears.
Jude helped me through that. It's a
horrible thing to have to go through.
For no reason, something will flip into
your mind, and it comes back, and it's
really difficult to deal with. I'm over
the biggest part of that. | feel so lucky,
I'm fifty-three years old, I've reached
this point, | am who | am. Jude allows
me to be, he gets angry at me some-
times, but he allows me my space. A
month after | got married the first
time, | knew I'd made a mistake, but |
was Catholic, so | lived twenty years
with that. [t was not easy.

So there were a lot of things that |
was bringing into our marriage, a lot
of baggage. Jude and | had to learn to
know one another. It was very grad-
ual. After ten years of marriage, we
know each other inside out. I'm very
happy, and | feel that, at this point in
my life, if you don't like me, that's
okay. I've learned to be comfortable
around anybody. | know who | am
inside, | know what my life is, and | like
myself. | attribute that to Jude.

MH: [What insights do you have as a
trans couple that help you through
the rough times and through raising
your family?]

JP: Well, obviously, we shared a lot
of past pain. | think each day is a
chance to show the people in your
life that you care about them, always
do that. We don't leave the house
without saying goodbye with a kiss,
Carol even has me wake her up for
that. Always dream. That's important,
your dreams are your tomorrow, if
you can't dream it, how can you
acheive it?

From a couple's standpiont, m
dream keeps going back to one thing
a life together. For me, Carol is my
primary partner, no matter wha
Children and other people will come
and go. My mother died two years
ago and she was a big part of my lifg
and | really miss her. We continue tg
dream together about things we may
never have. We'd like an older home
out in the country. | have a dream tg
become gentleman farmer, maybe dg
work with animals in therapy. As thg
children move on and gain even mo
independence, some of those thing
would be the focus. It'll be ten yea
November twelfth, our anniversary.

CMP: | think it's important not t
allow the relationship to beco
stagnant. | think each person has
responsiblity to nurture it. It's @
everyday thing, you work on it, bu
you do it out of love, the basis is love
| have Crohn's disease and | ask hi
"How can you still love me with this
He says," Because | love you."

The most important thing for me
stopping every day and reflecting ©
what you have. All the riches, not
material wealth. Through everythi
Jude and | have always said thi
there's a love between us, and

always hold onto that. |

No matter what the relationshi
we're responsible for ourselves, WElSS
not responsible for the other per
We need to be strong enoughd ‘
work it out

Special Thanks to Jude and Carol fOFSESS
ing their time and themselves with US S

If you need to get in touch with Jude or Carol you can reach them at

1812 East Madison, Suite 102, Seattle, WA S8122.

Phone/Fax 425-787-5094. E-mail: JUDEPATTON®@aol.com. Jude does
compassionate, supportive counseling for all trans-persons and their family:
A transman who is a physician assistant, therapist, AASECT certified
sex educator and sex therapist.
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A new ordinance outlaws intimidation of city’'s
crossdressers and transsexuals.

NEW ORIEEANS -WEARBI NG

Havid-Snyder————
The Dallas Morning News

People here tell you it takes all kinds
of ingredients to make a good gumbo.
But as the sun vanishes into the

Mississippi the neon signs on
Bpurbon Street light the sky garish, that
Bit of culinary wisdom takes on new
meaning,
Papa Joe's Female Impersonators.
Mother Bob's drag queens. Women who
|09k a little bit like men, and men who
might be won mingling with young,
Old, white, black, purple and orange.
’S\IO it might come as no surprise that
=W Orleans recently became one of a
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"tt's that tive-and-fet-tive sort of attitude
in New Orleans" that brought the mea-
sure about, said Earl Jackson, executive
director of the city's Human Relations
Commission, which proposed the ordi-
nance. "There's a tremendous amount of
diversity in New Orleans that lends itself
toward this type of thing."

Many said it just seemed natural to add
transgendered folks to New Orleans' list.

"Everybody is their own person [in New
Orleans] -- they have their own lives,"
said Marcus Sesler; 18, as he served up
burgers and fries at The Clover Grill, a
50-year Bourbon Street institution that
now caters to a largely gay clientele. "You
can be whatever you want to be."

People who violate the new ordinance
face up to six months in prison and a
$500 fine, and must attend an anti-bias
educational program.

The ordinance defines "intimidation" as
"the commission of any act or omission
against" transsexuals and cross-dressers.

For some, the ordinance signals a slide
down a sinful, slippery slope. "Cross-dress-
ing is a disgrace to this city" said Marie

Galatas, a pastor at the New Creation

Christian Church. She has vocally protest-
ed past City Council measures, such as a
1997 law outlawing intimidation based on
sexual orientation. "People who sit on the
City Council should serve as role models
and not contribute toward the things in
society that God is against" The measure
passed the council July | on a 5-1 vote and
encountered little public resistance.

Many people to whom the ordinance
would apply said they hadn't heard about
it. But they applauded the measure.

“I've lived as a woman for 2| years," said
Alicia Fay Grant, 34, as she stood outside
her Bourbon Street place of employ-
ment, Papa Joe's Female Impersonators, a
transgendered performance bar "There
are places in New Orleans where | face
discrimination and verbal insults all the
time."

Ms. Grant said that she and other trans-
sexuals constantly face misunderstanding
and persecution because they don't fit
neatly into any particular gender role.
Though endowed with some male biolog-
ical traits, transsexuals may also possess
biologically feminine attributes. That can

New Orleans continued on page 64
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aim here is to

provide an introduction to Thai trans-
genderism. However, my specific goal
is explore in detail the attitudes Thai
people hold toward katoey, a group
whose social acceptance has been all
too often unquestioningly assumed by
the Westerners who have written
about them.

THE PERILS OF
DEFINITION

| recognize that to use an umbrella
term such as Katoey to refer a group
of people perpetuates a violence
against their heterogeneity. However,
in a general essay such as this, broad
categories are necessary for descrip-
tive purposes. But at this point |
would like to acknowledge that not all
katoey are the same; each one con-
ceptualizes and manifests his trans-
genderism in different ways.

Katoey appear in public in all manner
of dress, ranging from androgynous to
entirely feminine. Some katoey are
easily passable, others are not. But
there is little fear about being ““discov-
ered” since, as | shall explain below,
Thai society does not endorse vio-
lence or confrontations against men
who present themselves as women.

Some katoey believe that they are
women and, like transsexuals in the
West, seek to bring their bodies into
alignment with their inner sense of

TOPIA:

Transgenderism and

Acceptance in Thailand

femininity. Hormones are cheap and
easily obtainable in Thailand, providing
those who so desire the chance to
develop convincing secondary-sex
characteristics quite early in life. Sex
reassignment surgery s, relatively
speaking, inexpensive, and available on
demand. Breast implants are very
popular, particularly among cabaret
performers. Nonetheless, in these
times of economic crisis, the cost of
full surgery is prohibitive to many
younger katoey, with the result that
most of those sitting in Bangkok clinic
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waiting rooms tend to be foreign
rather than Thai.

Other katoey do not feel that they
were born into the “wrong body".
They consider their inner selves to be
a mix of male and female, and often
enjoy appearing and behaving as
women, although they do not neces-
sarily want to live as a woman full-
time. In this sense they are similar to
“drag queens”. | make this compari-
son because all of the Thais who |
interviewed were unable to conceive
of katoey who were sexually attract-
ed to women. Unlike transgendered
people in the West whose sexual ori-
entation is largely unrelated to their
gender or identity, the desired sexual
partners of katoey are what we
would consider to be heterosexual
men.

And what about straight men who
enjoy wearing women's clothing?
Believe it or not, without exception,
every Thai person | spoke to about
this, katoey or not, reacted with
amazement and claimed that they had
never heard of such a thing.

TRANSGENDER
SHANGRI-LA?

Western commentators about trans-
genderism in Thailand have often
stressed the acceptance of katoey by
Thai society. Travel guidebooks,

whether aimed at a gay or main-
stream  audience, often-present
Thailand as a dream come true for
anyone interested in exploring and
pursuing various sexual behaviors.The
ubiquity and “public acceptance” of
“transsexualism” and “‘transvestitism.”
is paraded as evidence that in
Thailand, anything goes.

Another example of the Western
belief that transgenderism is an
unproblematic part of Thai daily life
can be found in American media cov-
erage of Nong Toom, the cross dress-
ing kickboxer who gained world-wide
fame in spring 1998. This phenome-
non was well-timed, occurring as the
country's Amazing Thailand promo-
tional campaign was just getting under
way. And what could be more “amaz-
ing” than a transgendered player in
the most macho of Thai sports?
Newspaper writers were duly
impressed, noting with wonder how
Thai culture embraces its “transves-
tites” and ‘“transsexuals” (see, for
instance, Jeff Kahn's article, Was That a
Lady | saw You Boxing in the New York
Times, April 4, 1998).

Even books and articles of a more
scholarly nature continue to foster
the idea that just because there is no
overt violence against katoey, Thai
people must approve of transgen-
dered behavior. The major work on
Thai homosexuality, Dear Uncle Go:
Male Homosexuality in Thailand, pub-
lished in 1995 by Australian historian

Peter Jackson, labels katoey as
Thailand's “third sex” and claims that
Thai culture is non-homophobic.
Chris Beyrer, the author of War in the
Blood: Sex, Politics and AIDS in
Southeast Asia (1998), describes
katoey as being a “third gender” In
these instances, whether implicitly or
explicitly, transgenderism is presented
as being an integrated and accepted
part of Thai culture.

BubpbDHISM

The dominant religion of Thailand is
Theravada Buddhism, and it pervades
almost every aspect of the country’s
daily life. Accordingly, Buddhism plays
a large role in influencing people's
feelings and behaviors toward katoey.
Rejecting extremes in either direc-
tion, one of the main ideas which the
Buddha taught was that of the “mid-
dle way": moderation in all things.
Unlike Christian-based ethical denun-
ciations of homosexual and transgen-
dered behavior, Thai
gious doctrine does not condemn

katoey or consider their actions to be

sinful. Rather, being a katoey is seen in
karmic terms. Karma refers to the
belief that what people say and do
has an affect on their future, whethel
in this lifetime or subsequent incarna
tion. Accordingly, one's lot in this life
(positive or negative) is determined
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Buddhist reli--

by one’s past actions. The formula is
simple: moral behaviors lead to well-
being while immoral behaviors lead
to unhappiness.

According to Peter Jackson, who has
done extensive research on Thai
Buddhism, it is generally believed that
if one committed adultery in a previ-
ous life, then it is one's karmic fate to
be reborn as katoey. Thus, in Thai
thought, transgenderism is not
regarded as a deliberate choice a per-
son makes, but rather as a condition
to be endured during one’s lifetime.
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and a calm smile, even in the face of a
major disaster, are valued traits.
Becoming unwound is the quickest
way to lose respect among everyone
concerned. Instead, one’s disapproval
or anger is expressed through gossip,
the spreading of rumors, or the avoid-
ance of a person’s company. Of
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course, the more anonymous a Thai
person feels, the more likely these
cultural mores are to be ignored.
Thus, maintaining correct composure
among family and friends is more
important than doing so in another
city, where one is among strangers.
Even so, the Thai cultural norm is to
avoid confrontation in any situation.

The importance of this cultural stan-
dard in exploring the acceptance of
transgenderism in Thai society is that
even though a Thai person might not
personally accept katoey and think
they are abnormal, he or she would
tend not to directly confront a trans-
gendered person with these senti-
ments. In this sense, the thick-skinned
katoey has an advantage, knowing
that whatever his appearance or
behavior, it is fairly unlikely that he will
be publicly challenged. On the other
hand, he could quickly become the
topic of conversation among those
watching him, and should some mali-
cious gossip find its way back to his

® oD

family or friends, he could very wel|
end up regretting his actions.

THE FamMiLy

Almost every person | spoke with
had at least one person in their fami-

ly, whether immediate or distant, who
was katoey. Surprisingly, familial atti-
tudes varied immensely, from total
acceptance to harsh condemnation.
The parents of one are horribly dis-
appointed by their son's transgen-
derism, and have tried to get him to
change into a “real man”, with little
success. An English major at Chiang
Mai University, he is a dedicated and
hard working student, characteristics
which he hopes have made his par-
ents realize that he can be a produc-
tive and successful individual, regard-
less of his gender identity. On the
other hand, | know another katoey
who is completely accepted, and even
encouraged, by his parents. Because
of their support, he suffers none of
the shame or guilt so often felt by
those who are rejected for being who
they are.

| have also heard accounts of katoey
who were badly beaten by their
fathers for dressing as women.
Because of this reason, it is not
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unheard of for katoey who are living
as women while attending university
to cut their hair (or even wear a
“masculine-looking” wig) and dress as
a man when they return home for
family visits, in order not to blatantly
confront their families with their
transgenderism.

People who otherwise accept katoey
often refuse to do so when the
katoey is a family member. Part of the
reason is the loss of face. Having a son
is considered a good thing; beliefs in
karmic fate aside, his turning out to
be less than a “real man” is sometimes

mones at a young age. Thus, having a
son who turns out to be transgen-
dered represents a loss of merit for
his parents, and accordingly, earns him
their resentment.

When | asked students how they
would feel if their child was Katoey,
almost everyone answered negatively.
However, they differed in their

responses to the question of how
they would handle this situation.
Some said they would actively try to
change their child into a “real man,” by
taking him to a therapist, or making
him play boy's sports, or even giving
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feared by the parents to be a reflec-
tion of their childraising practices.
And the fear of being the subject of
neighborhood gossip concerning their
“failure” affects how a family treats a
child who is katoey.

Another factor of acceptance has to
do directly with Buddhist belief. Thais
believe that if one's son enters the
monkhood and becomes ordained
(for whatever length of time), he will
earn a large amount of merit for his
parents, which will add to their store
of good karma, and thus enable them
to enjoy a better life in the future. In
Thailand, only men can be ordained
as monks, leading to great joy when a
son is born.The likelihood of a katoey
becoming a monk is slim, especially
since many begin taking female hor-

him pornography. Others told me
that while they would be disappoint-
ed, they would not try to change their
child because they were afraid of
alienating him, or causing him to run
away from home. Taking the minority
view, one young woman told me that
she would love her child no matter
what he was.

CIRCLE OF
FRIENDS

Regardless of how they felt about
katoey in their own families, most of
the students | spoke with had friends
who are transgendered. Women
seem to have closer relationships with
katoey than men. This is apparently
due to the sexual tension which is

often present between men and
katoey. Men often told me that they
disliked it when katoey flirted with
them because they found it embar-
rassing, and did not want other peo-
ple to think that they were sexually
involved with the katoey. At the same
time, | heard stories from women
about young men who became lovers
with katoey, despite the fact that they
had girlfriends and publicly vehement-
ly denied any interest in katoey. One
katoey told me that there were
“many” men at the University who
were sleeping with katoey. He
believed this was happening because
of the school dormitory,
situation.  Separated by
sex, and strictly enforce an
early curfew. This makes it
hard for late-night dating,
and everything else that
goes along with it. In addi-
tion, sex before marriage is
far from being an accepted
norm in Thailand. Thig
katoey told me that what
usually happens is that a
boy will go out for dinner
and a movie with his girl
friend, but once back at the
dorm, will fool around with

katoey. | was also told thatl
katoey feel that their femis
ninity is validated when @

“straight” man pays sexua
attention to them.

Many of the female st

dents | spoke to told

that they enjoy Dbei
friends with katoey, since they lov
gossip and have a sense of humo@
Their up-to-date sense of fashion @
penchant for making jokes and pre
viding amusing stories make thet
entertaining companions. On
other hand, some of my students
not like it when their katoey frien
over-acted, became too emotionakt
caused a scene among strangerss
addition, some people felt ®
because katoey love to gossips .
could not be trusted with the
mate details or secrets that aré
shared among best friends.

Those who felt quite negatively@®
katoey simply did not have thef
friends. While critical of someé S8
characteristics of katoey, othefs

still friends but on a superficiats

ONe thing ¢

Sti hers, both men and women,
po: cd deep friendships with
kato

ING
ANGERS

Af"'
S

InThailand, calling attention to oneself
with nodest appearance of one's
dress looked down upon. Many
Thais associate overly revealing cloth-
ing with prostitution, something no
“respectable” woman would engage
in. Acting In an ostentatious manner
is also frowned upon. The one
adjective consistently used in
describing katoey was the word
“over’, as in “overacting” or
“over-doing”: not a positive
characteristic in a society which
stresses social decorum.
On the other hand, many of the
students expressed admiration
for ve feminine-looking
katoey. ne young women
even told me of the jealousy
they felt when they saw one
who was especially beautiful, |
also learned that a number of
the students believe that
katoey as a rule are hard work-
ing and willing to spend a great
amount of time in order to
become skillful in something,
whether it be performing in a
cabaret or learning English.
My impression is that people
react to judge Katoey
whom they “ounter in public
dccording to how they present
.tlhemfelves, 1s, katoey who act like
fgsslectf:vloi by dre‘ssing e
. unassuming manner
i a{; »\e!y weyved. After.all,
oy fg ‘:;ﬁche fa|lsl to provide
e "or gossip. On The
o themsel\v/‘n who call attention
B the‘f ether.by the loud-
make o”~ voice, wearing too much
ing Outﬂt' f e INg In a too-reveal-
with soml P'OA' d€ those around them
ethh je

talk about.
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nually came up in

Cony :
€rsatior ith students was

mention of the cabaret shows put on
by Rosepaper; a transgender “sorori-
ty" at Chiang Mai University. Certainly,
the existence of a group such as this
points to a level of acceptance not yet
achieved in the West. In fact, | had
been to the school’s campus numer-
ous times, and could attest to jts large
number of katoey. They usually wore
the boys’ uniform, but with makeup
and long hair. However, | also noticed
several who were dressed in the
black skirt and white blouse of the
girls uniform. Interested in finding out
more about Rosepaper; | began asking

whose membership numbers over
100 men. This group acts as a net-
work for katoey, and those who need
advice or just a sympathetic ear find
that there are many ‘older sisters’ who
can lend a helping hand. In addition,
members of Rosepaper are often
hired to provide entertainment at
parties and meetings held both on
and off campus. All of the non-katoey
students | spoke with had seen
Rosepaper shows, and had nothing
but admiration for the skill and hard
work of the performers. The exis-
tence of such a large body of trans-
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students if they knew any members
who would be comfortable talking
with me about their experiences.

All of the katoey with whom | spoke
agreed that they felt a freedom at
Chiang Mai University that they had
never experienced before. Living in
dormitories, away from the watchful
eyes of parents, and surrounded by
sympathetic and nurturing friends,
these men finally had the opportunity
to fully express what they feel are
their true personalities.

Support and €ncouragement are
some of the key benefits which
Katoey receive by joining Rosepaper; a
popularly regarded campus club

gendered men, provides katoey with a
sense of safety and self-confidence.
Public harassment of katoey rarely
OcCcurs on campus, but members of
Rosepaper feel secure in the knowl-
edge that should any problems arise,
they have the backing of their sisters.

Members of this group stressed that
while many Thai people tend to
believe that katoey can only enjoy
success by being a cabaret dancer or
hairdresser, more and more of them
are receiving a higher education and
embarking on diverse career paths.
They hope that this will result in a
broader public acceptance of their
transgenderism, and provide inspira-
tion to younger katoey as well,
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LIVING WITH
CONTRARIETY

If one only observed public life, it
would appear that transgenderism is
accepted in Thailand. However, the
sense that this country is a transgen-
der paradise quickly fades after living
in it for an extended length of time.
As | discovered in numerous conver-
sations, and have attempted to con-
vey in this essay, Thais have many dif-
fering feelings and opinions about
katoey, and they are disliked just as
much as they are embraced.
Everything depends on context. A
woman who asserts that transgen-

derism is unnatural nevertheless has
several close friends who are katoey.
A young man told me of his admira-
tion of the dancing and singing skills of
katoey cabaret performers, and in his
next breath exclaimed that he would
beat up any katoey who tried to flirt
with him. This is not acceptance. But
it is not rejection, either.

Undoubtedly, it is easier to be trans-
gendered in Thailand than in the
United States, due to the scarcity of
overt and violent transphobia.
Compared with some of my
American transsexual friends just
beginning their transition and are

fearful of stepping outside of their
house dressed as a woman, the situa-
tion in Thailand seems downright
blissful. It is this side of Thai transgen-
derism that the travel writers and
journalists have publicized to their
Western audiences. However, to
ignore the diversity of Thai attitudes
toward transgendered men means
that we fail to acknowledge the hard-
ships many of them must endure, par-
ticularly at the hands of their families.
By moving beyond images of a
“utopia,” we can finally begin to
explore the nature of transgenderism
in Thailand, in all its complexity.

A

continued from page 57

make for some hostile workplace scenarios, she said. "I've
worked as an executive secretary before," said Ms. Grant,

employs more than 5,000 workers. "The vast majority of
our workforce is production workers, meaning hard hats

adding that she's lost jobs because of her gender identifi-
cation. "Now I'm having to stand here and use my body
like a freak ." Other performers said the measure signals a

refreshing level of tolerance.

"A lot of the old girls who started the drag scene here,
they couldn't leave the clubs in drag without getting arrest-
ed," said Tommie Ray, who performs Reba McEntire ballads
at Mother Bob's in the French Quarter. He and his col-
leagues, who put on two 90-minute shows every night,
agreed that a gender-identification ordinance would have
trouble getting off the ground anywhere but New Orleans.
"It wouldn't pass anywhere else because most cities don't
have a drag community like we do here," Mr. Ray said. In
all, I | cities and three states nationwide have gender-iden-
tification legislation, according to Gender Talk, a national

transgendered organization.

cal. Maybe more
an issue."

Ms. Galatas decried the broad-reaching support for the
ordinance, saying it would increase cross-dressing in the
city. "You're going to have homosexuals coming from New
York and San Francisco, from all over" she said.

The New Orleans ordinance gives job protection to a
cross-dressed man who applies for a job as a woman and
continues going to work dressed as a woman, explained
Toni Pizatie, who helped draft the legislation. But if the man
suddenly shifts back to masculine attire, an employer has

the right to fire him.

"[t was never our intention to cheat an employer out of his
rights," said Ms. Pizatie, an associate editor at Ambush, one
of two gay newspapers in New Orleans.

The ordinance was proposed by the city's Human
Relations Commission, which also worked on a 1991 mea-
sure banning discrimination in housing, public accommoda-
tions and employment on the basis of race, sex, sexual ori-

entation or disabilities.

The gender-identification ordinance was an addendum to
a larger hate-crimes package passed last year.

A representative from New Orleans' largest employer said
cross-dressing in the workplace wasn't much of an issue. "l
wasn't really aware of the ordinance," said Ed Winter,
spokesman for Avondale Industries, a shipyard that

Candice Gwinn, co-owner of Trashy Diva, a Frenck
Quarter vintage-clothing boutique popular with cross:
dressers, said that if more men have been buying mo
dresses lately, they haven't been doing it at her store. Shi
said red silk Oriental-style dresses are still the rage witl
her cross-dressing clientele. "They're really the sexies
[dresses] we have," she said. And while women buy th
dresses too, they "don't seem to pay much attention to th
color. But it's always red for the boys."

and steel-toed shoes," he said. "So they dress pretty typi-
in downtown office buildings it's more of §

Dr. A.S. Nubel

Psychotherapist

Specialized in Treatment of
Gender Identity Disorders
(TV/TS)

Individuals
Marriage and Family
Groups
683 Donald Dr. N
Bridgewater, NJ 08807

908-722-9884

fax: 908-722-0666

MEN

Anne Lawrence, MD

Male-to-female transsexuals are popularly
characterized as "women trapped in men's
J

bodies." And undoubtedly there are some
transsexuals for whom this is an accurate
description. But there are also some of us
male-to-female transsexuals to whom this
popular description does not so obviously
apply. Many of us transitioned in our 30's,
40's, or even later, after having lived out-
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Is there a more accurate way to character-
ize those of us who knew we were male
ahatomicallx who were not outwardly femi-
nine and sometimes had to work rather
hard to appear feminine, yet who intensely
wanted to be women? | have sometimes
half-jokingly said that we were "men
trapped in men's bodies." | do not use this
e>.<pression disparagingly. Many of my closest
friends come from the background | have
described; and in most respects it is my
background as well. (I also acknowledge that
some persons fit-
ting the above
description would
emphatically deny
that they were
ever "really" men,
and | have no
quarrel with their
self-definition.)
While it takes
tremendous
courage for any-
one to undergo
gender transition,

this seems to be

especially true for
those of us whose

presentation may

not be "naturally”

feminine, and

whose years of
male privilege have

often resulted in

our having a great

deal to lose.

It is not difficutt to understand why biological
males who have been extremely feminine
ever since childhood, and who are sexually
attracted to men, would seek sex reassign-
ment surgery. It is more difficult to under
stand why males who are attracted to
women, who have been fairly successful as
merj,land who do not appear remarkably
feminine would do so. What force is power-
ful enough to make us give up our whole
place in the world; to make us risk estrange-
ment from our families, loss of our jobs, and
rejection by our friends?

I know of only one force that powerful. To
see that force in action - and its ability to

OF AUTOGYNEPHILIA

MEN’'sS BoblEs

make otherwise prudent souls throw cau-
tion to the wind -- one need look no fur-
ther than to the current American
President. The force in question is one
designed by nature to be terrifically power-
ful, because it is necessary to ensure the sur-
vival of our species. That force is, of course,
sexual desire.

N‘aturally it flies in the face of conventional
wisdom to assert that transsexuality has
anything to do with sexual desire. Everyone
knows that, although sexual orientation or
"affectional preference" may be about sex,
transsexuality is about gender, We transsex-
uals transition because we're transgen-
Qered, because we desperately want to live
in the opposite gender role. In fact, it's not
even politically correct to talk about "sex
reassignment surgery" anymore; the politi-
cally correct term is "gender reassignment
surgery" or even "gender confirmation
surgery." This is to emphasize -- according to
the theory -- that the quest for the sought-
after gender role is primary; and that sex
reassignment surgery is not an end in itself,
but is merely a confirmation of our gender

transition,

Unfortunately, there are a few troublesome
people who are inclined to doubt the con-
ventional wisdom. Some of them are clini-
cians who work with transsexual clients, and
who find that the conventional wisdom fails
to explain much of what they observe. And
a few of these troublesome people are
transsexuals themselves -- unusually candid
transsexuals, who are not shy about saying
that sexual desire was a significant motiva-
tion in their transitions. To understand what
these people are getting at requires making
thel acquaintance of a seven-syllable word
derived from Greek: "autogynephilia."

The term autogynephilia was coined in
1.989 by Ray Blanchard, a clinical psycholo-
gist at the Clarke Institute of Psychiatry in
Toronto. He defined autogynephilia as "the
propensity to be sexually aroused by the
thought or image of oneself as a woman." In
a remarkable series of papers published
between 1985 and 1993, (1) Blanchard
explored the role of autogynephilia in the
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rent, sexually arousing fantasies, sexual
urges or behaviors generally involving 1)
non-human objects, 2) the suffering or
humiliation of one self or one's partner, or
3) children or other non-consenting per-
sons. (3)

erotic lives of hundreds of male gender dys-
phoric patients.

Blanchard hypothesized that there are two
fundamentally different types of gender dys-
phoric males: those who are exclusively or
almost exclusively aroused by men, i.e., who
are androphilic ; and all the rest, who, as it
turns out, are primarily aroused by the idea
of being women, i.e., who are autogynephilic.

The unstated assumption here is that "nor-
mal" non-paraphilic sexuality necessarily
involves arousal primarily toward other
people. Therefore arousal which is primari-
ly toward a fantasized or actual aspect of
oneself, or of one's own behavior; in which
other people may be present but are
essentially superfluous, is in principle equiv-
alent to arousal involving a "non-human

Blanchard studied over 200 male subjects
who presented for evaluation at the Clarke
Institute, saying that they felt like (or want-
ed to be) women. He found that the gen-
der dysphoric males who were primarily
attracted to men -- those with what he object."
called androphilic or homosexual gender
dysphoria -- presented for initial evaluation
at a relatively early age. (Note that the term
"homosexual' here refers to attraction to
someone of the same biologic sex. This is
the conventional usage in the psychiatric lit-
erature. Also by convention, this usage does
not reverse following sex reassignment
surgery: a postoperative male-to-female
transsexual who is attracted to men is still
called "homosexual"). Blanchard's homo-
sexual gender dysphoric males usually
reported having been very feminine as chil-
dren. Only about |5% of them gave any his-
tory of sexual arousal with cross-dressing.
And they generally were not sexually
aroused by fantasies of simply being female.
What primarily aroused them were men --
especially men's bodies.

What makes the issue complicated is that
autogynephilia does not necessarily pre-
clude attraction to other people. That is
why one can say that some transsexuals are
autogynephilic, and simultaneously catego-
rize them as heterosexual, bisexual, or anal-
lophilic. (If autogynephilia completely pre-
cluded attraction to other people, all auto-
gynephilic persons would be anallophilic.)
But autogynephilic arousal often does seem
to compete with arousal toward other
people. For example, autogynephilic per-
sons who are heterosexual or bisexual
often report that when they first become
involved with a new sexual partner, their
autogynephilic fantasies tend to recede, and
they become more focused on the partner.
But as the relationship continues, and the
novelty of the partner wears off, they more
frequently return to autogynephilic fantasies
for arousal. (Perhaps for biologic males, nov-
elty is an important factor in determining
which of several possible sources of arousal
receives attention.)

The other group of gender dysphoric males
was more diverse, and included: those
attracted primarily to women (heterosexu-
al or gynephilic ); those attracted to both
women and men (bisexual); and those with
very little attraction to other persons of
either sex (anallophilic, "not attracted to
other people"). Collectively these persons
were said to have a non-homosexual type
of gender dysphoria. Blanchard found that

Another common observation made by
autogynephilic persons is that, while they
like having partnered sex, there is some-
times a way in which their partner is almost

the males in this group presented for initial superfluous, or merely acts as a kind of prop
evaluation at a somewhat later age. They in an autogynephilic fantasy  script.
reported less childhood femininity, and in  Blanchard has observed that this is espe-
fact they often appeared to have been cially characteristic of many autogynephilic
unremarkably masculine as children. About fantasies involving male partners: often the
75% of them admitted to sexual arousal ~ male figure is faceless or is quite abstract,
with cross-dressing. And, most significantly and seems to be present primarily to vali-
for Blanchard's theory, they were almost  date the femininity of the person having the
always intensely aroused sexually by autog- fantasy, rather than as a desirable partner in
ynephilic fantasies -- simply by the idea of  his own right. In part because autogynephil-
being women. Subsequent studies using ia seems to compete with attraction
penile plethysmography further demon- toward other people, but without preclud-
strated that many of those who had denied ing it, Blanchard has sometimes preferred to
arousal to cross-dressing actually did  call autogynephilia an "orientation," rather
become aroused while listening to spoken  than a paraphilia. )

descriptions of cross-dressing scenarios. (2)
Blanchard distinguished four different types

of autogynephilia in his subjects, although
many individuals demonstrated more than
one type. The first type is transvestic autog-
ynephilia, in which the arousal is to the act
or fantasy of wearing women's clothing. The

Autogynephilia can be seen as a type of
paraphilia, although Blanchard has some-
times been reluctant to say this unequivo-
cally, for reasons | will discuss below.
Paraphilias are defined in DSM-IV as: recur-

second is behavioral autogynephilia, in
which the arousal is to the act or fantasy of
doing something regarded as feminine, e.g,,
knitting with other women, or going to the
hairdresser's. The third is physiologic autog-
ynephilia, in which the arousal is to fantasies
such as being pregnant, menstruating, or
breast-feeding. The final type is anatomic
autogynephilia, in which the arousal is to the
fantasy of having a woman's body, or
aspects of one, such as breasts or a vulva,

Blanchard thought it was entirely pre-
dictable that biologic males who experi-
enced sexual excitement at the idea of hav-

ing a woman's body would in fact seek to!

acquire or inhabit such a body. And his
research subsequently confirmed that his
subjects with the anatomic type of autogy:

nephilia were the ones most interested in

physical transformation, i.e., in sex reassig
ment surgery. He summarized his theory

this way:

"Autogynephilia takes a variety of for '
Some men are most aroused sexually by
the idea of wearing women's clothes, and
they are primarily interested in wearin
women's clothes. Some men are mos
aroused sexually by the idea of having
woman's body, and they are most interest
ed in acquiring a woman's body. Viewed if
this light, the desire for sex reassignmen
surgery of the latter group appears as logs
cal as the desire of heterosexual men t
marry wives, the desire of homosexual me
to establish permanent relationships
male partners, and perhaps the desire ¢
other paraphilic men to bond with
paraphilic objects in ways no one f
thought to observe." (5)

| consider this to be one of the most o
liant and insightful analyses in the entire
ical literature devoted to transsexuality
worth emphasizing that Blanchard's the
refers to sexual desire in a fairly DX
sense; it means more than just gef
arousal. In fact, Blanchard was quite a4
that his theory about non-homo
transsexuality being a manifestation "
ual desire would have to explain
transsexual impulse persists even
genital arousal is reduced or absent:
example, many of us with a history OF
ual arousal to cross-dressing or ¥
autogynephilic imagery report that .
our sexual excitement diminish§5
time, our desire for sex reasi
surgery continues and even 1SSy
Likewise, when we autogynephilic .
uals take estrogen, our libido is oftel
ished or even eliminated, but oUr
sex reassignment usually is ot =5
hypothesized that after a pero= 1
stimuli which have been €XPEZr
sexually exciting come to be £
rewarding and desirable in their O%
even when they no longer €%
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genital arousal. Again using the analogy of
heterosexual marriage, Blanchard pointed
out that men often continue to experience
intense emotional bonds to the objects of
their '3)(9&| desire (i.e., their wives), even
after their initial intense sexual attraction
has diminished or completely disappeared.

Moreover, we do not have to deny that sex
reassignment has other rewarding aspects
in order to accept the idea that, for many of
us, sexual desire is the origin and the kernel
of our transsexual impulse. The qualities we
need to cultivate to live successfully in
female role can be very rewarding in their
own right. Learning to embody such femi-
nine traits as ggntleness, empathy, nurtu-
rance, and grace improves the quality of our
lives, and simply makes us better human

matter what kind of transsexual one i,

Many. of us happily discover a number of
genuine non-sexual reasons for wanting to
undergo sex reassignment. Therefore it
becomes easy -- and not necessarily inac-
curate -- tell ourselves and everyone
else that we genuinely do want to transition
for reasons which have nothing to do with
sexual desire. Yet many if not most of us
would probably have to admit, if we were
honest, that sexual motivations were at
least originally at the heart of our desire to
transition -- and that they are probably still
there, lurking not far beneath the surface.

it would be a mistake to conclude that if
autogynephilic transsexuality is in large part
about sexual desire, then it is somehow sus-
Pect, or is less legitimate than homosexual
transsgxuahb fthough the focus of this
€say Is not on homosexual transsexuality
perse, | do want to say enough about it to
dispel any mistaken notions that homosex-
:J;l ;[rr]anssexga' are the "real" transsexuals,
non-s:iutllwe;r\ : "‘»tzva}nons are exclusively
e al. Neither is true. By definition,

ssexuals are those who undergo sex

hold true in any particular individual case.
There will always be exceptions. Finally,
none of Blanchard's subjects had actually'
updergone gender transition and sex reas-
signment surgery -- they were simply males
who were gender dysphoric, and who said

reassignment ~

dysphoria. The . vfmtrrzatmf,nt- for gender  they felt like they were, or wanted to be

nephilic transse, ‘:svis (Z\ip O';i[OfaUtOg% women. Blanchard has never tested his’
: ery bit a 2 :

that of their g Y s real as ideas in a group of postoperative male-to-

sexual counterparts. And

it |f}hat dysphoria stems

e irt from an inability to
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B ase' n: gynephilic tralnssexuals

- L ‘clalm to being "real"
as their homosexual sisters,

tmatters not 5 female transsexuals.

N whole or in i
| tried to confirm Blanchard's theories

among a group of postoperative transsexu-
al women at the 1996 and 1998 New
Woman's Conferences, using an anony-
mous survey method. In 1996, ten out of
thfrteen of the women, fully three-quarters
said that " self-feminization was erotic" forl
them. And over half of the women said that
"self-feminization had been their primary
erotic fantasy prior to transition." ) In

And homosexya
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e Of?bout el i and their q¢C|- one Ijalf, agreed that before surgery, their
e, o baseq | ot to transition  "favorite erotic fantasy was that they had, or
SPect 1, be part on whether  were acquiring, some features of a vvoma‘n's

ciently passable in  body" (8) Additional evidence for the

female role to attract (straight) male part-
ners.Those who conclude they will not pass
usuglly do not transition, no matter how
feminine their behavior may be. Instead
.they accept, perhaps grudgingly, a gay male
identity, and remain within the gay male cul-
ture,‘where they can realistically expect to
find interested partners. This self-selection
process explains the intriguing observation
that transitioning homosexual transsexuals
tend to be physically smaller and lighter
than their autogynephilic sisters. (6) The
boﬁom line is that in homosexual transsex-
uality, too, a sexual calculus is often at work.
Transsexualism is largely about sex -- no

Although Blanchard's research was rigor-
g - ously performeq, it is also important to
understand its limitations. First, it was con-
ducted on a clinical sample: a group of
males sufficiently distressed or symptomatic
that they chose to be evaluated. Second, in
ordler to partition his subjects into cate-
gories based on sexual attraction, Blanchard
used a deliberate seeding technique to
ensure that four clusters would result,
Whlle this may be useful and valid for sta-
tistical purposes, a look at the graphic data
re;vgals that the clusters are not really that
distinct. The bisexual and homosexual clus-
tefs are particularly arbitrary in their sepa-
ration, which argues against any rigid typol-
ogy, and suggests the hypothesis that at
least some bisexual transsexuals might
comprise an intermediate type. Third, at the
risk of stating the obvious, Blanchard mere-
ly fqund statistical correlations, albeit highly
significant ones, between several of the vari-
ables he examined. This does not imply that
the patterns he discovered will necessarily

Importance of autogynephilic fantasy in
transsexuals who have actually undergone
surgery comes from Maryann Schroder's
u‘npublished Ph.D. thesis, "New Women."
Flve of her seventeen postoperative suB—
jects described having been aroused by
autogynephilic sexual fantasies prior to
surgery. (9)

Wh){ is it that autogynephilia, which is so
readily reported in these small groups of
postoperative women, has received so little
attention? | think there are several reasons,

Among transsexuals, autogynephilia is not
quite respectable as a topic for discussion,
For one thing, many transsexuals have a
passionate dislike for the Clarke Institute
and tend to dismiss out of hand any ﬁnding;
that have come from it. Therefore
Blanchard's ideas are not often talked
about; and when they are raised, they tend
to get shouted down. Shame is undoubted-
ly another deterrent. It is doubtless too
threatening for many transsexuals to admit
that they have had autogynephilic fantasies

and especially to admit that autogynephilic_j
sexgal desire may have been one of their
motivations for seeking sex reassignment
surgery. People are understandably reluc-

tant to admit to having a paraphilia -- more

popularly known as a perversion. Most

franssexual women want to be seen as a

real women," and it is widely understood
that paraphilic arousal is almost exclusively

confined to men. Transsexuals who admit to
?utogynephiﬁc arousal may not be seen as

real women" -- and may not even be seen
as "real" transsexuals!

Thgrapists and surgeons undoubtedly have
their own reasons for ignoring  autogy-
nephilia. Most therapists are accustomed to
thmkipg about transsexuality using more
ftradltlonal, gender-based formulations. The
idea that there may be sexual motivations
for transition may seem to them "untidy," and
not consistent with their paradigm.
Accordingly, they may think that autogy-
nephilic sexual desire in transsexuals is rare
and aberrant. And since their clients are
often unwilling to talk about their autogy-
ngphilia, who can blame the therapists for
thinking so? Moreover, most therapists and
surgeons would probably find it difficult to
acknowledge that when they give approval

for sex reassignment surgery, or perform it,

they are sometimes simply helping a trans—y

sexual woman act out her own paraphilic

sexual script.

Personally, however; | do not find the idea
that transsexual women sometimes seek
SRS fqr sexual reasons to be especially prob-
lematic, even when that sexuality is essential-
ly p'araphilic‘ The real question is not what
one's motivation might be, but whether sex
reassignment surgery improves the quality of
one's life. The overall level of satisfaction fol-




lowing SRS is extremely high. And the evi-
dence thus far seems to demonstrate that
those transsexual women whom one would
expect to be autogynephilic — late onset,
sexually attracted to women, etc. -- tend to
do about as well after surgery as those who
present younger and who are sexually
attracted to men.

Certainly no one should be shocked to learn
that there are people who want to modify
their bodies — surgically and in other ways -
- primarily to enhance their sexual attrac-
tiveness, to themselves or to others.This isa
billion dollar industry in the United States
alone, and most of it does not involve trans-
sexuals, We routinely cut, color, tattoo,
pierce, augment, reduce, lift, tuck, rearrange
and contour parts of our bodies to express
our sexuality and to enhance our sexual sat-
isfaction. Nor is this unique to modern
Western culture, as any anthropologist can
tell you. | am not suggesting that we should
be complacent about SRS, or regard it as a
casual undertaking. | am suggesting that, to
my mind, having sexual motivations for seek-
ing SRS does not pose any kind of unique
ethical problem. Sexual motivations underlie
a vast range of medical and surgical proce-
dures which are routinely performed on
non-transsexuals, and which we more or less
take for granted.

Recently some exceptionally brave transsex-
ual women have been calling for more can-
dor about the role of sexual motivations in
our life paths. Jessica Xavier wrote this in her
article "Reality Check" published in [995:

"To become fully cognizant of our reali-
ties, we must first acknowledge our fantasies.
The eroticism of crossdressing and transsex-
uality for many of us is based upon a power-
ful sexual fantasy of becoming someone else,
either temporarily or permanently. Why
must we view our own essential eroticism as
less than a valid means of self-pleasure and
self-discovery? Sex is a powerful but seldom-
discussed influence in our transgendered
lives.... It is both ironic and unfortunate that
our own gender education efforts to date
have obscured this essential eroticism.” (10)

Margaret O'Hartigan put it more bluntly in
her article "Surgical Roulette,” published in
1994: "It is necessary for transsexuals to stop
pretending that changing sex is about gender
and not about sex. Transgenderism' used as
a euphemism for changing sex masks the
reality that transsexuals seek to change their
bodies in order to experience genital sexual
pleasure without a prick getting in their way.
The recent attempt by some to replace the
term 'sex-reassignment surgery' with 'gender
confirmation surgery' only further confuses
the separate issues of sex and gender" (11)

| think that honest expressions such as these
are not only healthy, but are in fact extreme-
ly valuable. Such candor helps those trans-

sexual women whose experiences don't fit
the traditional pattern to feel less isolated. It
is unfortunate, in my opinion, that transsexu-
21 women have not written more extensive-
ly about their sexual feelings and fantasies,
and about how these relate to their deci-
sions to pursue transition and surgery. Carol
Christ wrote the following about non-trans-
sexual women, but it applies to transsexual
women equally well

"Aomen's stories have not been told. And
without stories there is no articulation of
experience. Without stories a woman is lost
when she comes to make the important
decisions of her life. Without stories she can-
not understand herself" (12)

Transsexual women's stories need to be
told, and heard. Elsewhere in these pages, |
have encouraged readers who have experi-
enced autogynephilic sexual fantasies or
arousal to write to me, describing their feel-
ings and discussing what role sexual desire
has played in their decisions to transition and
to have genital surgery. | hope to make such
material more widely known, so that all
those concerned with transsexuality, both
consumers and clinicians, can better under-
stand the complex relationship between
transsexuality and sexual desire.

Il close with a true story, about a friend I'll
call Linda (not her real name). Linda transi-
tioned in her late forties, following a very
successful professional career: While living as
2 man she had been married to a woman,
and had fathered a son. Linda took to female
role like a duck to water; and was soon pass-
ing effortlessly. She has SRS with an excellent
American surgeon, known for his skill at pre-
serving sexual feeling After surgery she
began dating men, and met with some suc-
cess. Only one problem continued to both-
er Linda: In the two years following her
surgery, she had never been able to have an
orgasm. One day | ran into Linda at a con-
ference, and she pulled me aside with a con-
spiratorial grin:

" finally had one! The Big OF

"That's wonderful, Linda," | replied. "How did
you do it?"

"t was simple, really. | finally found the right
fantasy."

"And that was.."
"Forced feminization."

If there is a moral here, | think it is that know-
ing and accepting our own truth is what sets

us free.
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'/\/h;t is happening in the men's com-
*{W/Ljnlt)/? qu years now, the cry amon

:‘ G/TS activists has been: "where are aﬁ
the transsexual and transgendered
n‘“en?'.' Now it seems the men are
showing up at local support meetings

f@ ‘ming their own regional groups tak-y
Ing active roles in organizing educalcion-
al programs and conferences, and in
political action. What has created this

sudden visibility?

For years many transsexual men
alcceaoted the dominant culture's defini-
t;or’f~; of masculinity and maleness: that
! botrv‘v are ‘deﬁned by what is between
one’s legs, in short, how big one's penis is.

This is not a definition which served
the men well, or in which they were
gven much say In fact, it has been
downright oppressive to the self-
esteem of trans-identified men, since it
Incorporates a bodily characteristic-as-
JI[l;imUE‘ test most are bound to fail. Thus
: e tr:nsm'en were little different from
hranS« dentified women, many of whom
oid a(”ipted SRS and the "but can you
forg%ig _‘ queitlon as their qualification
cessfui;’ -ness,”" along with passing suc-
A V\as a non-trans;exual. But pass-
iy LJfoven a deciding factor in the
rent ways the men's and women's

; by
faoc?;m:: ties have developed, obvious
Struc£ pi growth and a strong bone
- % then‘ the butt of private
L fh s in spite of the obvious fact
- €s¢ are the people who are
s Ofltf"‘w visible, who do most of the
manvy Iiting? i this movement, and
ﬁnaniialoz VtZem have the emotional,
o folr' n even physical scars to
Bt the ) i

trans:eexix::n fact is that the majority of
PaSs.The«;k‘ women cannot and will not

May stop drawing attention,

they may even learn to be well turned-
out (which is often all the non-trans-
sexual world requires of us), but the

Wl” not pass beyond the most casuaﬁ
Inspection. The political implications of
this fact is that transsexual women
were forced early on to confront, and

early‘ on thgy began to organize, for it
was increasingly apparent that isolated
action or returning to the woodwork
would not be the unqualified success

they had once imagined.

But it was different for the men. Almost
any transsexual man can take testos-
terone. grow a beard and drop his
voice, and pass anywhere, any-time
with great success. Many can even doy
SO vylthout chemical assistance
Hvstorrpally, this increased the beneﬁt§
of staying in the closet, while decreasin

the apparent costs of not being out o%
organizing openly. After all, if it was

humlhating to be a woman with a
penis, how much worse could it be to
be a man with a vagina? A penis was
the sign Qf masculinity, and It has always
been a distinctive characteristic of an
colonized people that those who car>1/
pass as the colonizer do so, leaving the
others behind to bear the brunt of the
sftrugglg and the worst of discrimina-
tion. This has been true for the majori-
ty of our community, as well. In fact, at
mMost trans conventions that cater'to
female—ldentiﬁed trans-people there is
evrdence of a distressing hierarchy of
feminine "real-ness" in which those
who are most non-transsexual looking
are awarded status and privilege, while
those who look most obviously 'trans-
gendevred or transsexual, for instance
the s»g—foot tall transsexual woman
who still has to begin hormones con-
test, contemporary definitions of femi-
ninity, femaleness and "real-ness."
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We do not mean to imply that such
standards have been categorically
rejected by all transwomen. Obviously,
this simply isn't true: many transwomen
cling to passing and a working vagina as
a test of femaleness with the strength
and tenacity of a drowning person
clutching a leaky lifeboat. But as the
waves of defeat wash over them, they
are forced to ask themselves if this is
the only way, and if they could not use
some help. Hence, trans-identified
woman have began to question defin-
itions of femaleness which originate
outside their own bodies and experi-
ence, even if they do not completely
relinquish them. A "pussy,” well, that
was what everyone from football play-
ers to drill sergeants called you when
they wanted to humiliate you in front
of other men, leaving your manhood
not just open to question but
squashed like some disgusting cock-
roach on the locker-room floor.

The result of accepting a penis man-
hood equation has greater costs than
the forfeiture of pout political activism.
In operating rooms across the coun-
try, trans-identified men continue to
happily sacrifice their bellies, forearms,
thighs, and whatever tissue and ten-
dons are left, in pursuit of the Magic
Phallus, and there are more than a few
of them on crutches for life as the
result of such operations. Many more
bear hideous scars on large sections
of their bodies in exchange for a tube
of skin that hangs ineffectually, forever
dangling, a mocking reminder that they
cannot "get it up.”

This is not to say that any one of us
doesn't have the right to follow his or
her own star, to get whatever surgical
operations we want and can afford
and certainly not all surgically con-
structed penises (or vaginas) fail to
satisfy their bearers. But the standards
we accept in pursuit of such surgeries
need careful evaluation: for gender
standards are always highly political in
nature, reflecting, as they do, one
dominant group's needs at the
inevitably deflecting and delegitimizing
expense of another's. In fact, the very
idea that we ought to have gender
"standards” in any way whatsoever,
that some individuals can be judged
"more male" or "more female" than
others, is political at its core, instantly
creating a hierarchy of legitimacy and
status between the judged and the
judges, those who meet (and there-
fore can set) definition criteria, those
who they determine suitably meet the

standard (i.e., who pass), and those
who are inevitably left behind.

What is happening now with the vari-
ous men's groups across the country,
on the Internet, and with the first
men's convention (in San Francisco,
August 18-20, 1995) etc, is that the
transsexual men's movement is start-
ing to reach critical mass: there are
simply enough of them out now, that
they are looking around and beginning
to set their own criteria for manhood,
or, better yet, to refuse to create, adju-
dicate and enforce any such criteria to
begin with. They are discovering, and
saying aloud, that masculinity and
maleness do not occur solely on or
within non-transsexual bodies, are not
defined by the characteristics of non-
transsexuals bodies, and are not the
province of non-transsexuals to adju-
dicate and police. This is powerful
stuff.

America is a nation obsessed with
manhood, its displays and its continu-
ous enforcement, refinement, evalua-
tion and examination. From the vio-
lence of football, to the western gun-
slinger subduing the range (the
women, the buffalo and any Native
Americans who crossed his path), to
wife-beating and date rape, to interna-
tional military "exercises' staged to
prove that the president of the USAis
not a "wimp," a particular kind of mas-
culinity is constantly asserted. Only in
America is gender considered a mat-
ter of "real-ness" i.e. it is not enough
simply to be a man or woman, one
most be a "real man" or a "real
woman."

To lose one's gender status as "real” is
to simultaneously experience a pro-
found drop in cultural hierarchy, status,
and privilege: in fact, it is downright
dangerous. In Washington, DC., an
Emergency Medical Technician with-
drew medical treatment from Tyra
Hunter when he discovered she was
"not a bitch." In Falls City, Nebraska,
Brandon Teena was refused protec-
tion by the police and ultimately killed
when two men decided it was intoler-
able for him to keep telling people he
was "a man. In Colorado Springs,
Colorado, Sean O'Neill was charged
with 32 years worth of sexual assault
and criminal impersonation because
he neglected to tell two girls he was
sleeping with that he had a vagina and
was therefore "really" a lesbian, not a
man. We are obsessed with gender,
2nd-with litmus tests of its "real-ness,”

in spite of the fact that anything which
must be so repeatedly tested for con-
tamination or slippage is obviousl<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>